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Expandinq Bali, of 

iy Richard F. HAINES. Ph. D. 

An Aurora la defined as a ahort-llTed optical phenomenon of the upper 
otmoophere occurring usually at high latitudes following solar flare activity. 

The dynamics are well known to astro-phyalc1sts and others. There have been un¬ 
usual expanding balls of light reported which may jor may not be aurorae and this 
report is'lhCended~tor~glVd ft "brief account of"the phenomenon so that the readers 
can report any further occurrences directly to the author for further study. 

Table 1 presents a list of sightings of this expanding ball-light (EBL) 
phenomenon for future reference. The long duration and very greet size o.ake this 
phenomenon of particular Interest. Whether or not it is linked to UFO-related 
effects remains to be seen. i| 


TABEL 1 



DATE 

TIME 

LAT. 

LONG. 

DURATION 

WITNESSES 

CONMENTS 

<L1 

July 

1‘X^ 

155 OZ 

47.5*N 

161.C^E 

10 rrin. 

B7^*7 pilots 

white transpaiefit 
light shell. no E^ 

9 

April 

1904 

7 

0 

9 

NE tip Japan 

7 

3 airliners 

no radioactivity 

10 

June 

19i^iJ 

220GL 

50‘*N 

153°E 

7 

2 airliners 

covered 1/4 of sky 

7 

3ep t 

1979 

7 

35-37‘*N 

60-75‘’E 

7 

ground 

witnesses 

huge EBL 

J 1 

Dec 

1977 

0200L 

? 

7 New Jersey 


M M 

intense EBL 


Dec 

1977 

evening 

? 

E.coast UoA 


•1 II 

3 loud explosions 

2 

Dec 

1977 

I 343 L 

7 

N.E. coast flew Jersey 



loud explosions 

2 

Dec 

1977 

100CL 

7 

Off £. coast So.Carolina 



•1 M 

12 

July 

1900 

10252 

36®N 


7 

ground^ 

witnesses 

4 ml. dlam ore 

24 

I/ar 

1977 

C0552 

23 ®N 

17.3°W 

7 min 

Klnpurnle 

Castle 

luminous EBL 

22 

Aug 

1969 

2 OI 5 L 

20®N 

64.5*W 

7 

.Vest Indies 

EBL 

20 

iVar 

1%9 

23152 

7 

7 Carrlbean 

10 min 

ship crew 

white EBL 

17 

June 

1966 

2142L 

4 

7 

7 llehrabad airport (Iran) 


2 pilots 

EBL 
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Liqht Phenomenon 


In general, the EBL phenomenon has been seen to begin as a small area 
of light which grows at an approximate equal rate over periods as long as 1C mi¬ 
nutes. Some eye witnesses have described It to the author as appearing like the 
air shock wave of an atomic test. The EBL Is often white and, as It expands, be¬ 
comes transparent so that stars or background detail can be seen through it. 

.Vhile there h«'is been no air pressure (shock) wave associated with It there la so¬ 
me evidence of a temperature gradient at or near the surface of the EBL. A check 
for possible radioactivity wae made on several commercial aircraft which flew 
through the EBL of 9 April 1984 at an altitude of 33,000 feet enroute to Anchora¬ 
ge Alaska. No evidence of ionizing radiation was reported. No electro-mtignetic 
effects have boon reported by aircrew who have flown near or through the EBL. 

The strange phenomenon simply dissipates Into nothingness after a period of time, 
leaving no apparent trace. 

There has been some speculation that EBL represents a natural (Earth) 
phenomenon linked to volcano eruptions or aurora. Others have felt that new wea¬ 
pons are being tested In apace and high altitude. Whatever Is the answer, more 
information Is needed. Anyone knowing of ouch reports Is urged to write to the 
author with full details: Address; 325 Langton Avenue 

Los Altos 
California 9^022 
USA 
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Bringing UFOs down to Earth 


Many reports of UFO sightings come from areas close to geological faults. Far from being 
spaceships from other worlds, could the explanation of UFOs be much more earthbound? 

Paul Devereux, Paul Mc'Cartney and I>on Kobins 



lO RESEARCHERS Jenny Randles and Peler 
Warrington recently appealed for science to view the 
more serious aspects of ufology with greater leniency, 
arguing that a potentially new science was being neglected 
{New Scicnii.st, vol 97, p 380). Rut by its very nature, science 
as an institution will not view ufology with interest or even 
toleration until it (uis built a platform of evidence too solid to 
be easily demolished. Eortunately the study of UEOs is begin¬ 
ning to yield such evidence, but ufologists have been as slow 
as scientists to appreciate what is happening. 

r'rom their recent work, Randles and Warrington have 
come to lealise, as have a few others including the present 
wI iters, that IJIOs are not spaceships from other worlds but 
are propagated by processes ocurring on this one. Ihis 
realisation leads inevitably to a theory that—aher hoax, 
misperception, and psycho-sociological factors have Ixrcn 
allowcil for—there is a real core of unexplained atmosphciic 
phenomena which are at the root of Ul*() reports, and that 
such phenomena are produced by geological processes - that 
IJI Os are, in fact, “caitli lights*". 

I he American collector of anomalous material, Charles 
Ioit, was perhaps the first person to draw attention to the 
correlation between reports of unexplained atmospheric 
phenomena and regions prone to earthquakes and tremor 
activity. Rut the first serious research was carried out by 
I rench Ul () investigators in the I96()s. One of them, 
I . I agarde, found a distinct link l>etwccn reported UEO sight¬ 
ings recoided in the 1954 Erench UEO “wave” and geological 
laults. I.agaiile stated that “IJI'Os occur by preference on 
geological faults” and suggested piezoelectricity among other 
mechanisms as a possible factor in their manifestation. 

During a wide-ranging study of Leicestershire between 
1972 and 1976, Andrew York and Raul Devereux were able 
to confiim a similar afiparent connection to that noted in 
l iance; Ul () events reported over 25 years had their highest 
incidence over local faulting in the county. Ropulation distri¬ 
bution confused but did not destroy the connection. York 
and Devereux also noted that abnormal meteorological 
events, collected fiom mo e than three centuiies of archives, 
displayed similar distribution patterns to UI'Os within the 
county, (ieology and certain types of atmospheric phenom¬ 
ena seemed somehow inteilinked. 

In 1977 M. Rersinger and G. l^ifreniere wrote the first book 


\ 

Earthquake light produced during the 1965-67 Matsushiro 
earthquake swarm, Japan 

on this geological theory {Space-lime Transients, Nelson- 
I lall) in which they opted strongly for a piezoelectrical expla¬ 
nation (see Randles and Warrington already cited). In 198 I, 
at the request of Rersinger, Dr Rrian Rrady of the US Rureau 
of Mines carried out an ex|)erinient in Denver in which a 
praiiite core vyas crushed in darkened conditions and filmed 
in slow motion. Afterwards, the experimenters observed 
lights on the film, flitting out frpm the decaying core and 
moving around the rock-crusher*s chamber. It was suggested 
that this was reproducing on small scale the sort of efTects that 
could occur in the landscape. Devereux, McCartney, Merron 
et al have now successfully repeated this experiment in 
Rritain. I he lights are easily visible to naked eye observation 
in darkened conditions and on one occasion a large light was 
clearly seen in full daylight. I he present writers, however, are 
extremely doubtful as to whether these light effects are 
produced as a result of s|)ccifically piezoclectrical processes, 
and we shall be proposing an alternative mechanism. 

I'lie Warminster sightings 

Research continues on the earth lights theory boiU in North 
America and in Rritain. Rritain, possessing rocks from 
throughout geologipl time, and with good UR) report 
collection systems, is an ideal location in which to test the 
theory. An obvious first trial is to see whether or not the 
famous UEO centre of Warminster, Wiltshire, can offer 
anything of interest. Erom the mid-i96()s the Warminster 
area generated an enormous number of UEO reports. Media 
interest ensured that the whole Warminster phenomenon 
became something of a “hype”, creating a mass of reports 
almost certainly resulting from over-ea^er UlO-spotteis 
misperceiving mundane aerial features or simply fantasising. 
Neveitheless, behind all this spin ions smoke something odd 
did occur around the small market town. On the face of it, the 
geology of the area is not promising from an earth lights point 
of view: it is essentially tectonically passive chalk country. 
However, study reveals that two isolated faults do run 
through the town and its environs, including ( ley Hill, 
location of several reported UE(3 sightings (Eigure I). Rut the 
evidence for a link between anomalous aerial lights and 
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T hese jault lines (above left) are at the centre oj many UFO events reported around 
Warminster in the mid 1960s. T he correlation between surface faulting and UFO 
sighting near Oyfvd in 1977 (left). One of the many pictures taken of unexplained 
lights (above) .seen at llessdalen, southeast of Trondheim. Norway, these lights 
have been appearing at intervals since 1981 
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geology is much stronger than Ihi^. In Earth Lights (1 urn- 
stone Press, 1982) one of us, Paul Devereux, put forward a 
number of regional studies, and we here review two which 
have recently been updated with additional information and 
which represent the best UFO-geology correlations yet 
published. 

Hy the time a UFO has been formed and is flying high and 
wide, it is usually too late to make any exact geological 
correlations. Ufologists therefore have to collect more 
detailed accounts ol surface or low-level phenomena, which 
means looking at “window areas” —localised regions where 
the incidence of reported UFO activity is higher than in 
general, or where an outbreak of UFO activity is reported 
over a limited period of time. 1 he first area we look at here 


is that around St Brides Bay, Dyfed, Wales, where, in 
1977,many people from all walks of life reported seeing 
strange aerial phenomena, including “UFO landings”. 1 his 
part of Dyfed is geologically famous-dilferent r ck types of 
dilVerent ages cluster there because the landscape has experi¬ 
enced significant faulting and folding during both the 
Caledonian and Armorican mountain-building periods. As 
usual, the situation became overblown as the media picked 
up interest, and pulp-paperback writers made inane 
suggestions about “UF^O bases” and the like. But some sort of 
odd aerial phenomena did certainly occur in the region over 
the period, and the scientist has to look beyond the razzma¬ 
tazz. F'igure 2 demonstrates that this is worth doing. A new, 
detailed study by McCartney, relating reported Ul C) 


W E CAN visualise many inorganic 
solids as 3-dimcnsional lattices 
which invariably contain structural or, > 
compositional defects. In the former, the 
gross structure is maintained at the expense,/^ 
of short-ranRe lattice dislocations (colour 
centres in alkali metal halides) wher as in: f; 
the latter, strict proportionality^, forms a 
limiting or ideal composition'(stoichbtA| 
mometry). Many mineral oxides and, sili^ji 
cates fit within this variable (Composition > _ 
seeiiario—most spe(;tacplarly the ^ries,of» £ 
iron oxides.»’ ^ 

If a lattice containing defects is Irradiated it 
then, among ' other {things,detached 
electrons are produced.^ Since they are so.^^ 


» * 1. .• 

Light from lattice defects |.> v i 


below the threshold energy needed for their 
^release, and freshly generated electrons 
4 replace them as the equilibrium is upset. 


Conduction bond 


ij Pul U 


Light 
«iTus*ion 
(TL) 


potential energy “wellT.at a deIccU TL..,. 
depth of the trap ' defines V the \energy f}/ 
required to release the electron and is often ; * 
simply measured in terms of thermal 
draining—the temperature ;e^uired to free y 
the electron from its trap.' ' > ';j ; 

Natural radioactivity and cosmic rays . 
continually knock electrons out of their 
atomic orbits into these traps which fill up * 
over long periods of time. Eventually a 
state of dynamic equilibrium is reached: [ 
some elctrons continually drain away, even i 
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in^ral.with defects in ,this lattice 
lerefore : be,f i ^source . of self- 
declrons. *"^^' r * - 

Spin' Resonance (ESR)'spcc- 
nebf.the most useful tech- 
S; these electrons/ 


xipy!U|ont 

-___ w.ww,.v..,a. 

^Although?the ^ majority 1 of free electron 
;Speci(j are Very reactive and unstable and 
rmii|t be ot^rved under special conditions, 
[the d^plyitrappedimineral electrons are 
Testable oy6r periods of geologic time. 1 his 

J ',technique has re ntly mown that deep sea 
,chert’.of; Persian age has nearly its full 
complement^ of trapped electrons.' ESR 
ii studies have alsd demonstrated that gentle 
friction b^sufficient to affect the electron 
population^destroying equilibriunf by 
l:if draining off saturation populations; other 
Si electrons then'tepopulated the vacancies. 
>^^tThis phenomenon,may be central to the 
yelectronic't 'events' underlying tribolumi- 
nescence.. A simple example of such elec- 
JUron generation is the frictlopal charging of 
amber: ESR' observation ’ Shows that the 
[5 charged amber exhibits a free electron line 


, • ’ : i-.-.V ‘ 1 !^ v'it^Thesc electrons manifest themselves as the 

How thermoluminescence works familiar static dischaige.%^;'^. :: . □ 
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I liififiiir ( luincl, Sicttr of 
nuiny uneximtincd lif^hts 


The Egryn Lights, December 19U4-March 19US 


Anomalous lights reported with sufricienl geographical detail between Harlech and Barmouth 


Strange liglits **i^miiig together with a loud clap' 
Ligl)t.**on hillsii 

:<Si * 
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at Pensarn . 

‘ above Egryn. 


130-230 m from nearest fault 
3(X)'6(X) 111 froin Mochras I ault 


400-300 111 from Moc hias I aull 
0-130 m fioni Mochras fault 
Lhapcl : . '.OtlOQ in from Mochras 1 aull 



events to faulting for that area of Dj^fed for which detailed 
cology is available, shows convincingly that the reported 
irOs did tend towards local surface faulting. Figure 2 shows 
that 34 6 per cent of reported UFOs in the region in 1977 
occurred within 30 m of a fault, or, if one prefers a more 
generalised limit, 84 4 per cent within 550 m. 

I he second example involves a wave of sightings further 
north, along the Welsh coast between Barmouth and I laricch. 
Uocks in this area are heavily scarred with severe faulting, 
most of which occurred during the Caledonian mountain- 
Iniilding period, some 400 million years ago. Recent research 
has produced evidence that secondary faulting most likely 
took place in the region of the nearby Bala Fault during the 
Alpine mountain-building period of the lerliary period, 
merely some 10-20 million years aeo. 1 he area has yet to 
reach an ec|uilibrium state: earthquake activity there in 1903 
is proof of this. I he Barmouth outbreak of sightings took 
place in 1904-1905 and was rescued from obscurity by the 
excellent archival research of Kevin and Sue McClure (Stars 
and Rumours of Stars, private, I980). 1 his puts it out of the 
reach of extra-terrestrial associations in the contemporary 
media while also precluding sceptical explanations involving 
aircraft lights and satellites. At the time, the lights were 
considered to lie divine manifestations accompanying the 
Welsh Revival and the local ministry of Mary Jones. (Earth 
lights have never been witnessed without being interpreted in 
the light of whatever the prevailing cultural prejudice 
happens to be.) It is true that many sightings were reported 
around the chapels of Egryn and Elanfair, nut there is one 
vital piece of information that has hitherto been missing from 
the “Egryn Fights” saga, as it is known in the UFO literature: 
a major, deep-rooted fault (with some 6l()m downthrow) 
viitually links Harlech and Barmouth, with the reported 
sightings strung out along it like beads on a thread. 'I his is the 
Mochras f ault and is by far the most significant local geolog¬ 
ical feature. I he table and Figure 3 show just how remark¬ 
able this correlation is. All the reliably positioned events 
occurred between 0 and 500 metres of a fault, usually the 
Mochras Fault. Even the less certainly located events, where 
valid, probably occurred within such a margin, though we 
cannot be conclusive about these. Egryn cha|x;l is less than 
l(X)m from the Mochras Fault, while Elanfair chapel sits on 
it. A wide range of people, from local farmers and chapel- 
goers to visiting journalists from Eondon witnessed these 


lights at close quarters; many were multiple-witness events, 
and all the ones described in the first part of the table 
appeared initially close to the ground or were seen actually to 
emerge from the ground. Ciround-emerging liglits were also 
reported 65 km inland around Elangollen in Apiil 1905, after 
the wave around Barmouth seems to have subsided, fhree 
local vicars positioned themselves on the aqueduct over the 
Dee between IJangollen and Cefn Mawr one night to see if 
they could witiie.ss what was giving rise to such excitement 
amongst their parishioners. They did, in fact, see some lights. 
1 hey came 9 ut of the ground and “b^irst luridly” or (lew olT. 
From the vicars’ descriptions we know the lights emerged 
within 0-400 m from local faulting. During the period of the 
Egryn l.ights witnesses reported other events at Elryncrug and 
lowyn, some miles to the south. Both these places are 
virtuallv on the Bala Fault. One hundred and twenty kilome¬ 
tres to the southeast more lights were reported around Fonty- 
pridd: we have only just begun to study these, but initial data 
strongly surest close correlations with faulting there too. 

1 he very first “(lying saucers*’(but not the first UFOs!) were 
probably earth lights. In 1947, while flying over the Cascade 
Mountains in Washington State, US, searching for a crashed 
aircrall, Kenneth Arnold saw nine lights which skimmed and 
undulated through the air “like saucers”-the phrase that 
provided the popular term for the phenomenon, fhey weie 
(lying from the direction of Mount Baker south towards 
Mount Ranier. We now know what a tectonically volatile 
area this Cascade range is, after the earthquakes and erup¬ 
tions at Mount St I lelens. Geologists believe that the Cascade 
peaks are linked by fault lines. If so, Arnold’s saucers were 
almost certainly (lying along one, “hugging the contours” as 
he put it. 1 he Cascade range, of course, occurs at the boun¬ 
dary of the North American and Pacilk tectonic plates-an 
appropriate scene for the first flyine saucers. 

At one point the lights resembled “tadpoles” in shape, 
Arnold stated, which draws to mind the description of lights 
seen ilist before the I957 Ixicestershire earthquake (many 
people savy lines of “tadpole-shaped” lights in the sky). Miese 
sort of aerial effects are known as “earthquake lights’' and can 
take many forms, from balls of light to streamer or auroric 
displays. They appear in association with some earthquakes 
but not with all. Although widely accepted scientifically, their 
nature is not understood. 1 he US geologist John S. Derr has 
provided a useful summary of the photographs, information 
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I u /i ich appeared a fraction of a second before a granite core 

n Yi s crushed in one of a series of experiments carried out by 
Devereux, McCartney, Merron ct al in London, J983 

and theories relating to earthquake lights (Bull. Seisniological 
Soc. of America, vol 63, No 6, 1973). He points out that such 
lights have been reported up to 80 km from an epicentre and 
have been seen over water. Explanations range from piezo- 
electrical elVccts to violent oscillation of low-level air. (More 
recently, other US geologists have suggested friction-based 
instead of piezoelectricaf mechanisms.) Earthquake lights 
and UFOs may have a lot in conimon, and an explanation of 
the one type of phenomenon is bound to afl'ect the under¬ 
standing of the other. If future UFO research continues to 
provide such strong correlations as in the Dyfed and Egryn 
exainples, then UFOs will have been shown to relate to geol- 
Dgy Just as surely as have earthquake lights. Neither scientists 
nor ufologists can credibly ignore this development and its 
implications. 

Light from the rocks 

hut what can the connection between geology and UFOs 
be? And why do earthquake lights seem to require the stimu¬ 
lus of an earthquake while UFOs do not (though UFOs may 
very well be simply an unrecognised form of such lights 
rcc|iiiring subtler geological instigation)? Any discussion of 
fault shearing or compression as the source of energy genera¬ 
tion usually invokes the transduction of this stress into elec¬ 
tricity. 1 he most obvious candidate for this conversion is the 
well-known oiczoelectric effect, and is a well-worn expla¬ 
nation used lor both earthquake lights and UFOs. However, 
the generation of visible light requires more than this simple 
transduction; piezoelectricity is thus an unlikely mechanism 
for earth light propagation. I he present writers suggest the 
phenomenon of triholuminescence (1LS) as a more likely 
candidate for the generation of UFO phenomena than piezo¬ 
electricity. 1 LS is the emission of visible radiation due to 
frictional forces; it is jn elVect a cold light emission - a visible 
radiation that is due primarily to some cause other than 
temperature. I LS produces light by causing electrons to 
“Jump” from higher to lower energy levels by frictional forces. 
It is probably this mechanism which Brady’s core-crushing 
experiment demonstrated, and which Devereux and McCart¬ 
ney observed in recent research on rocks. And New 
Scientist's own Ariadne has given numerous other examples 
in recent months (vol 98, p 36)! 

Our own experiments have shown that high pressures are 
quite unnecessary for the generation of a relatively intense 
light. Devereux and McCailney have also noted that friction- 
produced light in samples of rock-crystal and granite is 
undiminished under water and enhanced in an atmosphere 
enriched with negative i(jms - to such a degree, in fact, that the 


Triboiuminescenee in rock crystal: lights appearing on the surface 
of a rock fractions of a second after tt has been subjected to 
friction 

merest touching of a crystal will produce a subtle glow. These 
'investigations are continuing. 

Why do such elTects occur? One starting point is that most 
minerals are themselves reservoirs of free electrons, a 
factor upon which two related dating techniques- 
thermoluminescence and electron spin resonance (ESR) 
spectroscopy-depend. Where do the electrons come from 
and how do they remain in the rock? If a mineralogically 
simple rock such as chert or limestone is selected (both of 
which are essentially monominerallic) ESR will show a spec¬ 
trum of energies characteristic of electrons trapped at sites 
within the mineral lattice. 

Over a geological period of time the electrons, which arc 
knocked out of their atomic orbits by natural radiation, will 
completely fill the available “traps”^in the minerars lattice. A 
variety of draining mechanisms can discharge this electron 
population, and one of the ways electrons may manifest 
themselves on draining is as visible light. It is the contention 
of the present writers that triboluminescence may well under¬ 
lie any fruitful discussion of UFOs and earth lights. ' 

This description of triboluminescence implies sporadic and 
diffuse events which seem unlikely to account for detached 
and concentrated luminescent phenomena. After all, only 
something like 1electron traps exist per gram of substance. 
However, it may be that shearing and compression triggers a 
“cooperative” or “cascade” release phenomenon. Enough 
energy probably exists in the rocks themselves to favour 
such a process. Cooperative or cascade events are well 
documented in conventional areas of luminescent chemistry 
and could account energetically for a wide range of 
luminescent phenomena. 

I his earth lights thesis currently exists between science and 
ufology: as such it is well placed to perform a bridge-building 
role and is now acc^uiring substance at a rapid pace. 1 he 
challenge to science in this area is not to allow prejudice to 
prevent it from fulfilling its main function-to observe and 
understand nature. 1 he challenge to ufology is to take much 
reater notice than hitherto of an approach to UFOs that 
olds far more promise than dimensional shifts or little green 
men. n 


Paul Devereux has researched and written on UFOs and related 
henomena for 16 years. Paul McCartney is a geochemist who has 
een making a special study of UFOs and qeology. Don Robins is at 
the institute of Archaeology, University of London, and has a special 
research interest in the applications of ESR spectroscopy. 

Scientists interested in helping the research outlined in this article 
are invited to contact the authors at TLH, PO Box 13, Welshpool, 
Powys. 
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UFOs in 
time and space 


A study of 

UFOs snd esrthquskes 
iVi Sweden 
by 

Dsn Hsttsson 


This Is sn sbrldged version of sn srtlcls, || 
"(IFO 1 lid och rum", origlnslly published in 
UFU-SverIgc AktuelU, nr 2, 1984. 

1 have studied 1 3 registered Swedish esrthquskes 
and 494 published tlFO observations, all fium the 
yeais 1963-1978. The UFO sightings are from the 
Swedish Catalogue (SweCst) compiled by Andcia Lil' 
legreii (1) snd earthquake reports sig from the 
se1smu1og1ca 1 statistics published by the Univer¬ 
sity of Uppsa1s (2). • 

Dr. Michael Pcrslngcr (3) has developed a theory 
that siionsluus luminosities (UFOs) could origina¬ 
te frura tectonic stress. According to Perslnger sn 
Increase In the number of UFO reports could. In 
ceitaln areas, be followed by sn increase in earth¬ 
quakes. The period between these events could be as 
long as two years if larger esrthquskes are invol¬ 
ved, but Is normally about six months or less. The 
seismic areas involved could be several hundred 
k t I itmec 1 es wide . 

01 great Interest la the uneven distribution of 
UFo sightings In time snd apace. A period with sn 
Increase of sightings In a geographically limited 
aiea I will call flap. Worldwide flaps 1 will call 
UtO waves snd aieas which display a constantly 
higher number of observations than expected 1 will 
call UFO-wlndows. 

There have been suggestions (J.B.De1aire, 4) that 
we have UFO waves shout once in ten years snd that 
this shftuld cnlnclde with higher numbers of sunspots. 
MB: ! shows the sunspot cycle (curve) snd UFO waves 
(dark fields). The wave of 1947 began in Sweden 
the previous year (ghost rockets). The wave of 1957 
was not noticed much of in Sweden. The wave of 1977 
began in Sweden in the autumn of 1976. 

Could there be a relationship between earth quakes 
and the sunspot cycle? I compared this in fig;_2. 

The spotted line shows frequency of sunspots while 
the heavy drawn line measures esrthquskes in Sweden. 
The resemblance between the two curves is really 
striking! 

At first It seems difficult to understand what sun 
spot activity has to do with esrthquskes but the 
positive corielstlon could be due to the fact that 
the rotational speed of the earth is affected, or 
that sun spots affect the movements of great sir- 
masses which could have some "trigger effect" on 
earthquakes. 

We will now take a look at the geographical distri¬ 
bution of 494 UFO observations from 1963-1978, flg^ 

3. The distribution is partly explained by popula¬ 
tion density. There are exceptions, though. The lar¬ 
ger cities Stockholm, Gothenburg, HalmO, Uppsala and 
Norikbplng have. In general, fewer observations than 
expected. This could be explained by poorer observa¬ 
tion conditions, lighter night skies. 

The wliule northern part of Sweden has twice as many 
slglktlngs se excpected, except for the western moun¬ 
tainous pan with low population density. 

Local areas with high numbers of sightings sret 
(1 refer you to numbeis on fig. 3) 


I.Glslaved and OnosjO district. 3,6 times the ex¬ 
pected number of observations. This area has had sn 
average of one sighting per year during the 70a. 

There were no earthquakes in the vicinity until 
Sept. 6, 1977, when a strong quake occured. (3,0 

on the Richter scale which is more than usual for 
Sweden). The very same night there were several ob¬ 
servations of UFOs. One woman, living 20 km from 
the epicentre, even thought ahe saw white-dressed 
beings on the flying object she observed. After 
the quake there have been very few a 1ght1ngs~from 
this district. 

i :. ^ 9^ FiS £ • 9 times the ex¬ 

pected number of obs. this district has had, since 
1976, an active UFO-Sweden group, but despite this 
the ares has had a constantly high rate of sightings 
for the last 20 years. Almost all UFO sightings are 
made in areas with strung magnetic fields, close to 
the large Briviken fault line. You will find a close 
study of this area in AFU Newsletter vol. 25. No 
earthquakes registered in this ares, except for one 
in 1970, 40 km apart. 

^ I 9P^ 1^998999—(^ 

mes the expected number. This Is partly explained 
by the existence of an active UFO-Sweden group, but 
not totally. The group la still active but the obser¬ 
vations have neatly cessed after 1976. No earthqua¬ 
kes reglstrered, exiept for one 40 km apart in 1973. 

4. Vallentuiis. 4 limes the expected rats of sight¬ 
ings. Nearly all of the Vallentuna observations 
(they ars about one bundled, mostly unpublished) 
are from the flap in 1973-74. This is the most inten¬ 
se flap yet in Sweden and some of the observations 
are very interesting. I will list soma of them here: 

October 1973: Three pillars of light searching from 
the clouds towards the ground and, then, from the 
ground towards the clouds. The light beams were 
parsfiel to each other in a 30*^ angle. As they went 
out there were flashes on the ground. 

Febiuary 1974: Four yellow-white beams meet horl- 
sontslly in sn open field. They descend and go out. 
White, shining UFO with different colours aiound 




Swedish earthquakes 1930-1962 (heavy drawn line) snd 
the sun spot cycle during the same years (dotted line). 
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the edges novlng across s field, l.l glit-besas froa 
the object sgalnht the ground on different occs- 
slons. Object leaves but returns after five alnu* 
tee. Then there are be sBe_ fr_OB^tl^ jr^nd_t ©wards 
the object. 

Hatch 24 , 1974 : 10-10 aeters wide UFO of s yellow- 

white colour descends to an altitude of k-b aeters. 
Suddenly there comes, with five second Intervals, s 
beam froa the ground against the ob ject. This Is 
repeated three times. 

May 26, 1974: An Intense red light in the woods. Th^ 

observers run towards the light. When they arrive , 
about 10 meters from It, It goes out. 

Sept. 2 7 , 1 9 74 ; Beaa{S_of lljh^oalng fros UiS 

ground. Oue meter wide sn3 *5 asters tell. 

In this region, north of Stockhola (county of Upp- 
land), -there has never been any earthquake. That's 
why It came as s great surprise that this area, on , 
Occ . 2 1 , 1 9 79 , experienced one of the most powerful 

quakes ever to occur In Sweden. This Indicates that 
there can be very powerful stresses built up In 
aieas whete there has never been any earthquake re¬ 
gistered. The quake had Its epicentre 15 ka froa 
Va 11 ent una. 

Is this the explanation why window areas like Nyko- 
plng and Vallentuna are out of the earthquake belt? 
(fig. 4) (a the bedrock and the faults aore stable 
here and the tectonic stress higher? 

5. County of Dslsrns. Two tlaes the expected number 
o^ observations. The slghtln'gs follow, exactly, tUe 
mining dlstilct of Dalarna with a wealth of diffe¬ 
rent minerals, but this Is also a more populated 
aiea. Theie are also earthquakes In Dalarna. (The 
most recent flap of sightings In Dalarna occured 
In January, 1985. Editor). 

i Uff times the ex¬ 

pected number of sightings. This askes quite a lot 
of observations becusse Sundavall has a large popu¬ 
lation. It also has an active UPO-Sweden group, but 
thcie SIS reasons to believe that UFO groups sosie- 
tlises are products of an Increased rate of UFOs, 
because of the UFO group, the reports from the 
Sundsvall area have a higher quality, less number 
of mlsldentlflcatlons. Sundsvsll is, slso, sn 
eaithquake centre and there sre reaaine of an old 
volcano heie. This makes Sundsvsll very Interesting 
and we will return to this ares Ister on. 

7. Klruna and Gl 11 lysrs. Four times the expected 
rate of sightings. K1funs-Gl11 ivsre is the main mi¬ 
ning district of Sweden. It is also sn sres with 
many earthquakes. 

The geographical distribution of 153 earthquakes 
la shown In figures J^_end_5. There is s belt of 
quake activity from the no theast to the southwest, 
across Sweden. Sweden Is put under pressure at s 
right angle to this belt as Indicated by the lines 
In fig. 5. 

Peralnger, In his study, got the strongest correla¬ 
tion between UFO reports and earthquakes using six 
month inciements. Fig. 6 shows number of UFO repoits 
(heavy line) and earthquakes (broken line) for six 
month periods from 1963 to 1978, In Sweden. The UFO 
peaks of -67, -71 and -73 are followed by peaks In 

the earthquake activity during the following period. 
The high UPO peak of 1976 has s quake peak in the 
saoie period. 


Next, 1 tried to find all "flaps" In SweCst. When 
such s local flap was located 1 then looked at that 
area to see If there were any earthquakes after the 
flap. Chances ought to be greeter for a positive 
correlation between flaps and earthquakes since It 
la aore probable that we have "true" UFOs during 
s flap than among single sightings. The flaps I 


found are 

aonth(a) number of obs. 

flap area 

1965 

Aug.- Dec. 

5 

Arboga, Orebro 

1967 

March-Apr1 1 

12 

and Karlstad 
Nor Ibot ten k 

1971 

.1u 1 y-Aug . 

Jan.- Fe br. 

3 

Visterbotten 
Sundsva 1 1 

19 73 

January 

4 

Dalarna 

1973 

July, 

5 

Norrbotten 

1973-74 

Sept-Nov 

Nov . -March 

6 

Va 1lentuna 

1975 

Oc t , De c . 

7 

Vlralsnd 

1976 

F e b r - A |i r 11, 

7 

Sundsva 11 

1976 

June 

May 

5 

Nor ’'botten 

1977 

Febr-Ms rch 

4 

Nor r bot ten 


During the autumn of 1976 there was sn Increase In 
observations over the whole of Sweden but 1 was un¬ 
able to detect any local flaps during this period. 

It Is very interesting that we have no flaps from 
the southern pait of Sweden (south of the Stockholm 
sres), despite the fact that s majority of the po¬ 
pulation lives here. The flaps froa the northern¬ 
most counties (Norrbotten, Vlslerbotten) sre aore 
widespread and not very local. The very local flaps 
we find In ald-Sweden (Vgraland, Dslsrns and the 
Sundsvall area). 

5 t.-Zl i ? show flaps and the following earthqua¬ 
kes. The maps show UFO observations and earthquakes 
occurlng during the respective periods. 

The most interesting sres which, on two occsslous, 
has shown s correlation la Sundsva11 -Hsrnosand. 1 

took a closer look at this district. Froa the lo¬ 
cal group I have gotten more observation data (not 
published before). There are a total of 54 sightings 
from a 20-yeara-pei1od. From the seismic department 
of the Uppsala university k received data on a total 
of 14 quakes from the area (62-63'N. 17-l9'E). Fig. 

13 shows that the correlation la very strong. Only' 
two earthquakes (1970, 1973) were not preceded by 
UFO reports. 

Figur es 14-16 shows the same comparison for three 
other areas. The accordance is not as clear as In 
the Sundsvsll area, but here we slso have much lar¬ 
ger areas. 

1 am susre that, although tome facta in this study 
suggest a correlation UFOs/earthquakes, It la not 
proven yet. Maybe this article can give some Ideas 
on how to proceed. 

Froa now on the seismograph is actually s tool for 
the ufologist. In Norway, the "Project Hessdslen", 
on ay suggestion, have had s seismograph In use for 
six months. It did nut, however, record any move¬ 
ments in the bedrock of the valley. The Heasdalen 
flap la now Into Its fourth year. In November 1964 
alghtlnge have started up again. 

Fur mors details about the Swedish study please 
write to: Dan Matisson, PI 7259, S-611 90 Nykoplng, 
Sweden. 1 want to get In touch with other ufolo¬ 
gists Involved In elmilsr studies. 
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Geographical distribution of published UFO 
case reports 1963-1978. 



Distribution of 133 Swedish 
earthquakes 1963-1976. 



Author Dan Mattsson specia¬ 
lizes in the study of UFOs 
versus geophysical phenomena 














lines indicate zones' where 
most earth quakes occ6r. 



UFO sightings (dots) and 
earth quakes (stars) du¬ 
ring 1967. Note that 1/3 
of UFOs occured in the 
county of Vii s t e r bo t ten , 
where few earthquakes 
occur. 



quakes (dotted) during six month periods, 1963-1976. 



1971. Mi quakes for 1971. 
Note concentration in the 



UFOs during second half 
of 1973 and ail quakes 
during next year. 1974. 



Lake Vbnern area Oct. 1973 
- April 1976. Earth quakes 
(stars) occured between 
March and Sept. 1976, 



All UFO reports and earth 
quakes first half of 1973, 
UFO flap in the county of 
Dalarna occured on a **weak 
zone", compare figure 5, 
Quake in Dalarna, May 30, 



quakes (stars) during the se¬ 
cond half of -76. Both con¬ 
centrate in three areas: the 
iron ore fields in the north, 
the northern Baltic and the 
Sundsvaii a rea, 
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The Sundsvoll - Hornosond area. 


UFO sightings (dots) and earth quakes (stars) during the 1963-1963 period. 



The Lake Vanern area (counties Varmiand & Vast ergot land) In the 1963-76 period. 



Fig. 16. 
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yasterboiien — Norrbotten. 


ere nee a : 

1. Andera LllJegT^nx A atatlatical study of 602 
Swedish UFO reports 1879-1978. AFU Newsletter 
14 and 15. 


2. R.Uahlatron: Dcteralns11 on of local aagnliude 
shd calibrat Ion of Magnitude scales for earth¬ 
quakes In the Baltic shield. Se1saolog1cs1 de¬ 
partment, University of Uppsala. Report 1-82. 

3. Michael f^rslnger: The Tectonic Strain theory 

of luminosities lUFO reports). £ursul_t, first 
quar t eI , 1983. 

ft. J.B.pelalr: ON UFO waves and their possible 
f ut ure~ pred let ion. Xi!*_ vol . 7, 

1 9 76 . 


Artwork In the vignette Is by Sven Andersson. 
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THE LINLEY LIGHTS 


-inley is a hamlet a few miles south 
of Ironbridge in Shropshire. It is one 
of the many sites in Shropshire t|ha.t 
JOUBTHlifl flULLhRD is studying as part 
of his detailed Earth ['lysteries 
survey of the county. 

Turning onto the track leading to 
remote Lin ley , the St Leonard cklrch 
is the first building encountered . It 
is a remarkably complete Horman 
structure, boasting a famous Green han 
tympanum (see front cover) above the 
blocked north door. The church is 
connected with Lin ley Hall and its 
accompanying cottages and outbuildings 
several hundred yards to the south by 
a rough track. That is the extent of 
the place. 

But in 1913/H Linley was the scene of 
an outbreak of exceptional phenomena, 
asTlullard has discovered from his 
research. B “ball of light" was seen 
f1itting around one of the cottages 
and another clinging to the tower of 
the church. Lighthalls may also have 
been observed in the Hall . In 
addition, spirals of "vapour" were 
seen, both light and dark in tone, and 
latches on,doors lifted without human 
agency. Hysterious noises were heard, 
including explosions in the air. 

Vapour spirals accompanying lightball 
events are old friends to Earth Lights 
(EL) researchers. It is thought they 
may be associated with the "white 
lady" and "black monk" genre of 
ghosts: sure enough, a bare mile from 
Linley there is an established "white 
lady" ghost tradition. The lifting 
latches and aerial explosions sound 


suspicously like electromagnetic 
anomalies. 


'urther, EL investigators have come to 
expect psychic outbreaks concurrent 
with lightball and associated events: 
perhaps the earth energies involved 
with the atmospheric and other anomal 
ies can also trigger psychic episodes 
within and around suitable people in 
such vicinities at such times (one 
thinks of Hary Jones in the ISG-T/S 
Barmouth area outbreak; the reported 
poltergeist effects near St Brides Bay 
in 1977; even Hessdalen investigators 
have confirmed psychic outbreaks 
amongst the scattered population of 
their bleak Earth Lights site near the 
(Torwegian/Swedish border ) . It turns 
out there were indeed reported 
poltergeist events at Linley - such as 
teacups, furniture and garments moving 
of their own accord. 


Finally, EL people have become almost 
blase about finding faulting 
correlating with such event sites. The 
theory only requires rock, in 
actuality, but faulting does seem to 
be the catalyst for providing the 
geological energy ''motor" for 

lightball and associated geophysica 
and possibly psychic phenomena. Dell 
two surface faults DO encompass Linley 
like callipers about three-quarters of 
mile to west and east. Horeover, 
drift boundary crosses the track 

between the_ church and the hal 

probably indicating further geological 
disturbance.Hore details are currently 
being sought via the British 

Geological Survey. 


re At': De\je.reuK 
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New Jersey -Light 


Tliere used to be a sec I ion of disused 
railway brack in Uashington Townsliip, 
Hew Jersey, USH, that bad a legend: 'V‘a 
brakeriian bad long ago lost bis arm .in 
an accident along that stretcb and 
now, if you watched and waited at 
nigills, you would sometimes see bis 
ghost walking along the track witbi^a 
larilern seeking bis lost limb. 

The legend is doubtlessly fiction, but 
the repealed appearance of a light, 
like IIle gliost’s lantern, weauing back 
and forth across the track was not. It 
bad been seen many times. In the 1970s 
a team was set up. to study the 
phenomenon of the spook light. They 
called themselues "Vestigia" and 
included scientists among the 
r esear chers. 

In fimerica there are phenomena called 
"spookliqhls" or "ghost lights" as we 
shall see in future issues; some of us 
ouer here in ttie UK would call them 
"earth lights" - they are all the same 
pheriomenon. Vestigia found that not 
only was there an old railroad track, 
but there was also a geological fault 
rurifiing concurrently with it. The team 
werit on to make a close study of the 
light pilenomenon associated with the 
Irack/fault: moreouer, it is the most 
scientific study of flH'i' type of UFO 
ever undertakeri: strange, then, tliat 
some ufologists still have problems 
accepting the fact of earth lights. 

Uoer a period of time Vestigia 
C'hserued, photograplied arid took 
pfiysical measurements related to the 
light , dur i ng i ts C'C cas i oria I 


appearances. The light was about lU 
inches in diameter, globular but 
containing a bullet-shaped core witliin 
the glow of light. The area where it 
appeared sometimes gaue certain people 
an inexplicable feeling of "dread". 
Resistiuity changes were measured ' iri 
the rails when the light bobDecI aboue 
them. On one occasion when the light 
"went out" , a sudden and extreme rise 
in the readings from a geiger counter 
were noted shortly afterwards. The 
readings soon dropped back to normal . 

fl.particularly remarkable obseruatioii, 
which was communicated to me in 
Omerica recently, was that, 
apparently, with the team stretclied 
clown the line, the Light was visible 
at one end of the line but not at the 
other. This suggests a mono-directiori 
of ptiCitc<ri emi ssicTi...a seric-us 

challenge to current physics '.tliough 
perhaps not at the theoretical levels 
of the "new physics";. . 

Eventually, the railway line was 
pulled up, but the ligfit contiriued lo 
make its appearance. Its undulations 
were modified in the absence of ttie 
strip conductor the rails formed, but 
it still manifested, IJhat the cufierit 
state ot events are with regard to the 
light is not known at present. 

Un inexplicable light appearing in the 
atmosphere, correlated with a faull, 
causing electromagnetic side-eflects 
and effects ori human consciousness. 
Ttieseareall the hallmarks ol eai Ih 
lights. The fact of their exislence 
will not gci away. 


h : PcAu\ 
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Cotswolds Lights 

DAVID CLARKE 

i 

David is Jenny Randles' AI UJFQ^ investigator for the south 
Yorkshire AreaL^ but spends much of his time conducting 
historical UFO wt^k- Recently, he has been \ researching with 
Granville Oldroyd into British spooklights- This //work, 

SPOOKLIGHTS: A BRITISH SURVEY, will be fully reviewed in ILM 
when it is published. In the meantime, David is kindly allowing 
ILM a brief preview of a sample of the material. 


Uur research has cenired' around ihe 
Bur ion Dasseii Hills on ihe HE 
exirenii lies of ihe Coiswolds, ’ 
•Jarwickshire. H large number of local 
people, as well as visiiing 
Journalisis reporied seeing eKirememlu 
hr i11iani , manoeuuering 1ow-1eue1 
lighis ai close range over ihese hills 
during ihe years rJES and ISEd. 

The lighis cenired on ihe pre-lforman 
"Hll Sainis" Burion Dasseii church. 
The hills are riddled ijiih minor 
faulis and ihe church is siiuaiecl ouer 
ihe aciual "Burion Dasseii Fauli"! li 
is buili inio ihe hillside in a series 
of step-levels, and ihere are a number 
of carvings of dragons/serpenis on ihe 
supporting pi 1lars and nave inside. 
Tlie churcfi is near an ancient beacon 
overlooking ihe siie of ihe Baiile of 
Edgehill (IGdc’) and overlooked iiself 
by ihe earihworks of Hredenton Hill. f1 
"phanioin army" appeared in ihe sky 
over ihe Edgehill siie area for 
several monihs after the battle and 
was witnessed by farmers, shepherds, 
magistrates and officers sent from 
Uxford by Charles I. The whole area is 
riddled with ghost stories (Ed. and 
coritemporary paranormal events, too, I 
understand.) and one of Uaikins’ leys 
ran nearby. 

The local name for iEie light was 


"Jenny Burntail". it is mcst 
interesting that a fierce eartlr 
tremor hit Herefordshire on the r.ighi 
of Friday January c'S iJc'J, the sane 
night as the "ghost” light reappeared 
on the Burton Hills, tfiis time casting 
an even more luminous brilliance. 

IJne of the witnesses of ifie lights was 
a Hr George lihiie: 

Out of sheer curiosity, in company...I paid a visit 
to the Burton Hills a lew weeks ago iEebrua.y I9iji. 

It was about 7 pi and when we had Deen there a sncrt 
tlie...we turned round and about I'Ou yds away was a 
strong and dazzling light like tnat ot a cotor 
headlaap. It was a perfectly lovely sight « and Held 
us fascinated. It flitted about and passed through 
bushes and over fences at high speed; then it passed 
over us and disappeared with a flash into the ground. 
Me could feel it hover around, and it appeared to be 
looking for soiething , for the light swept the 
ground. The light ... was so bright, and yet there 
was a ghastly reddy-blue patch on the top. Later, 
when we saw it round Burton Dassett church, there was 
a tinge of orange colour. Ihere was nothing miaiever 
to be afraid of ...I was a sceptic telcre , hut I 
swear I have never seen anything lii:e it. 

Tfie pr eva i I i n g e :p I ar.a t i cn f cr i f 
ligTtlsaiibc iimc was ibai "marsi, 
gas" was ibe culprit. Hcwavsr, rs:-:!.t 
research by chemists t,as sbcwri tt.af 
GtH, ec^en i n c ohit' i ii a t i c r> 1 1!. 

phosphides, carinct "create' 

will -0 ’ -tbe-w i sps - arid, mer ec'ver. t! ,e 
mixture is not spcritanecus! j 
flammable. 
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TMINKIMG BALL LIGHTNING 


From Albert de Rochas, Vies successives . Leymarie, Paris 
1924 (first-edition had been in 1916), paye 390 


, ^ 

Rochas, who was one of the most enterprising anomaly 
researchers ever, wrote this generally-overlooked study of 
regression hypnosis more than half a century before the 
current orgy. 

In the course of one of his investigations, he 
(Questioned an alleged spirit concerning the apparent sigr.s 
of intelligence displayed in 'tertain cases wliich v/ere 
ostensibly ball lightning. The reply came, that v/hile such 
forces on Farth are v;ithout intelligence, on other levels 
of being tliey do have intelligence. The hypothesis tiiat 
Itall lightning could possess rudimentary intelligence is 
tlierefore false as regards our Eartli, iiut could l)e true 
elsewhere in the Universe, wliere the 'enveloping electric 
siieet' (= couclie) is made with an 'evolved electricity' 
capalile of obeying an external intelligence. In this state 
it can take whatever form the intelligence v/hich controls 
tliem wishes, so that they can he transformed into - for 
example - the cones v/hich serve as vehicles for tlie 
spirits. 

Given that the spirit - insofar as it existed at all - 
v/as tallying nonsense, this is none the less interesting 
simply in that it shows us that such ideas were being 
formulated 70 years ago. Rochas himself evidently took 
sucli communications with a pincli of salt, and it is most 
lilcely that the communicator was giving him feedhacl: from 
liis own mind. Intriguing, though, to find him thinking - 
v/lietlier consciously or unconsciously - along such 
sophisticated lines. 


Credit ; Hilary Evans 
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Folklore de Champagne no 65 Avril 1979 


'kn foudre dans 1 


EPHEMERIDES 


6 aoOt 1363 

• In loniicrro tuinbe sur la tour de i'^gllse de 
Saint Ldiip. • 

Aufraiivre. Let tablettes hlttorlquea de Troyes 
(Paris. 18Sd). 

9 liilllet 1382 

• Lo foiidro trjrnbo sur la cathddrale et endom- 
niago la charpento. • 

n. do M.. Cath., tuino I, pp. 128-129. 

(II no s'aglt pas de la tour actuelle nl du grand 
clocher. cunstrult on 1410 et aujourd’hul disparu.) 

1385 

- Coup de foudre [sur la Cath^drale]. • 

Aniddi^e Aufauvre. Troyes el set environs (Paris, 
I8G4). p. 150. 

1417 

Juvdiial dcs IJrsIns ropporte qu'en I'ann^e 1417, 
aux dloc^lses do Troyes et de ChAlons. • se leva 
un foudre ou tonnorre et mervellleuse tempdte qui 
no dura pas molns do quatorze heures •, notainment 
k lluiitro. Toutos le^ rdcoltes de la terra furent 
d4trultos. foudroy^es et battues • mieux et plus 
quo fl^aux •. et plusleqrs peraonnes furent tudes. 

Cortalnos furent trouv^es mortes • avec les os 
tous coiDinInuez ot desrompuz sans que la peau 
et la choir fussent aucunenient entamez •. 

Juvdnal dea Uralns. Histoire de Charles VI, p. 330. 

1472 

Un |our du mnis de fdvrier. vers 6 heures du 
solr, alurs qu'll falsalt tr^s chaud, • II descendlt du 
del doux grandes clartds comma deux chandelles, 
asaani dovant lea yeux des regardants, quI sem- 
lait 8tre fort apouvantable et an Issalt mault 
grande clartd, mals ce ne dura gu^re •. 

Jeon do Troyes, eltd par Eugdne Maury. Calamlt4s 
publlques et falts mdtdorologiquea avani 1790. 
Grande Imp. de Troyes. 1914, 32 pages In-8. 

22 mal 1511 

La foudre tombe de nouveau aur la cath^drale et 
eiidnmmage des panneaux d*une verrl^re. 

R. de M.. Cath., t. II. p. 155. 

25 mal 1556 

• Le tonnerre tombe pour la seconde fols, sur le 
clocher de la cath^drale, et y cause de grands 
d^gOts. • 

Aufauvre, Les tablettes hlttorlquea de Troyes, 

p. 79. 

• Le clocher (de la cethadrale], dont I'algullle 
s'4langolt dans los nues k plua de 108 metres de 
hauteur, ne pouvall manquer d‘avolr de nombreux 
d^mdl^s avec I'dloctrlcltd... • 

Aufauvre. Troyes et tea environs (Paris, 1664), 
p. 152. 

1577 

Nouveau m^falt du tonnerre sur la vllle de Troyes 
(R. de M.. Cath.. t. I. p. 47). 

A la (In du printemps. Celul-cl • s*adonna k la 
chaleur. gronde pour la salson k cause de laquelle 
s'engendrGrent dus nu^es en Talr sur la fin du 

moys de mal et commencement de juln, qui cau- 
s^ront dos grdles nt des oragos si terribles que les 
blens do champs en furent gast^s et perdus. et 

notammont entre Sons et Troyes, environ 0 lleues 
do long et une de large et commenga au village de 
Malay en tirant sur Saint-Mards. Alx-en-Othe et 
(usque prfes de Troyes et y fut la fouldre si 

cruolle <)ue le poys pensalt 8tre en quasl-abime. La 
gr(ilo y fut si grosse que Ton trouva des loups 
mofts par les chumps (...) les ll^vres et sgneaux 
fiirvnt parelllemont trouv4s morts des coups de 

ladite gfdle. 

Les biona de la terre en furent si blen rompus 
en aucuits endroltz qu'li n'y fut besoln de faucher 
nl malsonner. • 

(ilouito Hutton. MAntolrea, Clt6 par E.-L. Collot, 
Alx an Othe at la rAglon, p. 90. 


’Aube hier et aujourd’hui' 



1579 

La foudre tombe [pour la seconde fols] sur I'al- 
gullle du clocher de la cathAdrale. 

Aufauvre. 

11 Janvier 1584 

Le clocher de Saint RAmI est frappA de la 
foudre. L'ouragan cause de grands dommages dans 
la vllle de Troyes. 

Aufauvre. Les tablettes hlstorlqu^a de Troyes. 

4 Juln 1605 

A Vendeuvre. • le 4 julng [.] une fllle fut tuAe 
d'un coup de foudre sestant mis k I'abry soubz un 
polrler (...) • 

Registre parolsslal. coll, communale. RelevA aux 
Archives dAp. 

16 Juillet 1613 

A Vendeuvre. • le 16 Jo[u]r de juillet [.] II fit 
un grand orage [.] lequel j[ou]r une no[m]mAe 
NIcolle CarrAe fut tuAe d'un coup de foudre proche 
le chfiteau de La Vllleneuve. sur la fosse de 
laquelle on fit ce quatrain : 

• Larc ne pouvant porter Impulssant de soy-mesme 
La foudre descendant de la campagne Ignee 
Lan mil treze. six cens, de Juillet le sezlesme 
Le darda sur le chef de Luquine CarrAe. • 

Registre parolsslal de la coll. comm. RelevA aux 
Arch. dAp. 

1617 

Incendle du clocher de Saint-Pierre, k Bar-sur- 
Aube. occaslonnA par la foudre ; le feu fut si ardent 
que les sept cloches furent fondues. 

Chevalier. Histoire de Bsr-sur-Aube. cItA par 

E. Maury, op. cll. 

1618 

La foudre tombe [pour la trolslAme fols] aur 

I'algullle du clocher de la cathAdrale. 

Aufauvre. Troyes et ses environs. 

1640 

La foudre tombe [pour la quatrlAme fols] sur 

I'algullle du clocher de la cathAdrale. 

La foudre endommage consIdArablement le cou- 

vent de la congrAgation Nutre-Dame. k Troyes. 

(R. de M.. CathAdr., tome I. p. 47.) 

17 Janvier 1653 

A Rlgny-le-Ferron. - I'an 1653 [.] le dix septlesme 
jour du mois de janvier sur les six heures du solr 
alt arrIvA un grand tonnerre et esclaires et grelle 
a lestonnement de beucoup de p[er]so[nncs] la¬ 
quelle grelle a brIsA bcaucoup de vltres tatit en 
I'Agllse do ce lieu que autres lleux de la vllle (...) » 
Registre parolsslal, collection communale. RelevA 
aux Arch. dAp. 

15 Juln 1660 

Le (eiidl 45 juln. |our de la FAte DIeu. un orage 
s'abattit sur Eclance. Un bourgeois y fut tuA par 
la foudre. 

AhbA Caulln, « Quelquea selgneurles... » CitA par 
E. Maury, op. cit. 







AoGt 1667 

A Vlllehardouln, mort d'un homme tu4 d'un coup 
de tonnerre. 

Rogittrat psroltflaux. Collection du greffe. Re- 
lev^ oux Arcli. d^p. 

6 mars 1677 

L'anclon clocher de la cath^drale est frapp6 de 
la foudro et subit une violente secousse. L'^v^que 
Mailer volt. d‘une fenAtre de I'^vdch^. le tonnerre 
tontbor siir I'^dlflce. 

Aiifnuvre. Let tablettet hittoriquet de Troyes. 

3 juiilet 1697 

La foudre tombe [pour la cinquidme fbUj aur 
Talgullle du clocher de la cathbdrale. 

Le tonnerre tombe pour la septibme fols aur 
le clocher de la cathddrale qui devalt. trols ans 
plus tard, entrainer la rulne de toute la tolture 
et endommager considbrablement Tbdlflce. 

Aufauvre, Lea tablettea hittoriquet de Troyea. 

Null du 7 au 8 octobre 1700 

• Le flulde blectrique embrasa le somrnet du 
clocher. Malgrd les efforts tenths au dhbut de Tin- 
cendle, la flamme gagna de proche en proche, et 
blentAt I'algullle quI planalt au-dessus de da vllle 
ressembla h une torche ardente dont les* lueura 
prandlssantes Jetalent au loin de sinistres clar- 
ths... • 

Arnhdhe Aufauvre. Troyes et sea environs, p.^ 152. 

Pour la hultlhme fols. la foudre frappe le clocher 
de la cathhdrale (Luclen MorehPayen. Aim. T.A. 
pour 1935. hcrit qu'elle avalt hth frapphe seize fols 
en trols sibcles sans htre trop endommaghe). 

Cnt accident, survenu h une heure du matin, 
dhtrult le clocher qui s'hlevalt k 160 pleds. la toh 
tore et ses plombs. les cloches et une statue co- 
lossale de Salnt MIchel. poshe h la pointe du 
pignon do fagade. du cOth du portal I. En tombant. 
cette statue crhve une voute et tue trols ouvriers. 

Oes dommages considhrables sont alnsi occa- 
slonnhs k la tour, aux voutes et aux vltraux. 

Amhdhe Aufauvre. Les tablettes historiquea de 
Troyet, p. 152. 

Note du curd Flllleux. de la parolsse des No6s. 

• En cette annhe. la nult du septihme octobre. le 
feu du del a tombh sur Thgllse Saint-Pierre de 
Troyes et a brusih entihrement la cloche du clo¬ 
cher et tou\e la charpente (.] la perte est estimhe 
par des expects plus de trols cent mil llvres. • 

Archives cdmmunalet, fin du registre de 1700 
(Relevh aux Arch, dhp.) 

Note du curd Matoulyot. de la parolsse de PIney : 

• Le hulctidme Jour du mols d’oetobre 1700, k une 
heure ou environ aprds mlnulct. le feu du del 
tomba sur le clochd de I’dgllse Saint-Pierre de 
Troyes, cothddrale du dioedse. et s'attacha au- 
dessous la pomme du dit clochd en forme d'une 
dtollle pendant une bonne demye heure. 

II fondit le plomb. et. ayant pdndtrd Jusques aux 
bols. II bruld le dIt clochd et ensuitte toute la 
haute couverture de I'dgllse. et non celle de bas 
costds. sans qu'll solt restd de la dite couver- 
tufe ny du dit clochd aucune chose. Let malsons 
du volsinnage n'en ont resentls aucun dommage 
parce que I'alr dtolt fort tranquil. La perte est fort 
considdrable et est estlmde. avec les voutes r\ii\ 
sont fort endommagdes. k cinq et six cent mil 
livres. Les seigneurs evesques Frangols Boutlllld 
et Denis Bouthllller. travalllent fort k son rdtablls- 
sement et y contrlbuent de tout leur pouvolr. • 

N. B. : Ce texte a dtd repris et rdsumd au feulh 
let 20 r* du cahler de Taonde 1700 de la collection 
communale. 

Mai 1701 

Le 18 rnal, k Lusigny est Inhumde Antoinette 
Noel, dgde d'environ 21 ans. qui a dtd tude • d'un 
coup de tonnert •... : elle est Inhumde dans le 
cimetidre. • aprds qu'on eut trouvd sur elle des 
marques de chrestlen... • 

Reaittre ptroltslal. 

Jeudi 7 aoOt 1701 

A Trouan le-PetIt. le Jeudi 7 aoOt. est enterrd An- 
drd Person trouvd mort sous les rulnes d'une 
grange du chdteau de Mr de Longuell. • I'accldent 
dtant arrivd par un coup de foudre •. 

Registre psrolsslal, sdrie communale. Relevd aux 
Archives ddp. 

Luncll 24 mal 1706 

A 7 heures et demie du solr. le tonnerre tomba 
sur la fidche du clocher de Saint-Pierre, k Bar-sur- 
Aube et le feu se communique rapidement aux trols 
dOmes. 

Ddllbdratlons [du Corps de Vllle 7] Cltd par 
E. Maury, op. cll. 


Le mdme Jour k hult heures. le clocher de 
I abbaye de Clairvaux fut dgalement ddtrult psr Is 
foudre. 

Sdmilllard. Manuscrita. tome II. Cltd par E. 
Maury, op. cit. (celul-cl Indlque que le chroniqueur 
troyen ae trompe d'annde. plagant ces deux alnla- 
tres en 1703). 

25 mal 1706 

[A Chavanges] • II a fait de terribles nudes, 
de la grdle qui a esusd grand dommage. Le 
tonisire est tombd sur le clocher de Chavanges 
et sur I'dgllse St-Plerre de Bar sur-Aube •. 

Registres parolsslsux (minute). Relevd aux Arch, 
ddpart. 

21 Julllet 1707 

A Lusiany. sont Inhumds dans le cimetidre trols 
femmes ddedddea la vellle subltement. • s'en retour- 
nant de fsuclller •. 

Registre parolaalal, coll. comm. Relevd aux Arch, 
ddp. 

27 Juin 1713 

A 2 heures et demie de I’aprds-mldl. la foudre 
tomba sur le clocher d'HampIgny et y mit le feu. 

Sdmilllard. Mamiscrlts, tome II. Cltd par E. 
Maury, op. cIt. 

DImanche 23 juIn 1720 

A Montfey. • le DImanche vingt-truls Juin. sur 
les quatre heures du matin, 11 (...) est tombd pen¬ 
dant prds d'une demie heure une gresle grosse 
la plupart co[mm]e des osufs. cornue. de la hauteur 
du genoull. poussd par un grand vent et sans 
pluye, qui a perdu entldrem[en]t tout ce qui dtolt 
semd sur la terre, sans espdrance d'aucune rdcolte, 
les terres. lea vignes. les prez, les chenevidres. 
les arbres. les fruits, les Jardins ont dtd foudroyez ; 
cet orage est tombd sur tout le finage d'en bas de 
la parolsse et a perdu dgalem[enjt toutes Iss 
parolsaes volsines. et un pays de plus de 20 lleues 
de long sur une demie de large. On [n']s de 
mdmoire d'homme rien veQ de semblable. ■ 

[Collection communale.) Recuellll par Iqs Archi¬ 
ves ddp. 

19 (?) octobre 1726 

Phdnomdnes mdtdorologiques qui Jettent I'effrol 
dsns la population. Le bruit de la fin du monda si 
rdpand et la foule dpouvantde rempllt les dgllses. 

Le del est en fe\j ; des lueura diectriques Ij 
slllonnent. accompaandes de ddtonatlons. 

Aufauvre. Les tablettes historiquea de Troyea. 

15 aoQt 1733 

A Bragelogne. le IS aoOt. sont Inhumdes deux 
personnes • tudes dans les champs par le feu 
du del ou par le tonnerre -. 

Registre parolsslal (minute). Relevd aux Arch, 
ddp. 

30 Juin 1742 

Dans I'aprds mldl. un violent orage s'abattit sur 
la rdglon de Soulalnes. de Morvllllers et d'Epothd- 
mont. Deux Jeunes gens de cette dernidre loca- 
lltd (...) qui gardalent des bestlaux (...) ont dtd 
foudroyds sous un arbre qui les abritalt. 

Etienne. Monographle d'Epothdmont. Cltd par 
E. Maury, op. cit., p. 16. 

30 Juin 1742 

Le 30 Juin 1742, dans I'aprdsmldl. un violent 
orage s'abattit sur la rdglon de Soulalne. de Morvll¬ 
llers et d'Epothdmont. 

Deux Jeunes gens de cette dernidre localltd, Ni¬ 
colas Baveux. Agd de 24 ans et Edme Lurat. Agd 
de 21 ans. qui gardalent des bestlaux prds du 
fort de I'dtang de Vlllemahu. furent foudroyds sous 
un arbre qui les abritalt. 

Le lendemain matin. Nicolas Canivet. lieutenant 
en la Justice de Morvilliers. se transporta. avec 
son greffler. Frangols Tassin et Michel Boullenger. 
sergent. k I'endrolt oil les Jeunes gens avalent dtd 
tuds. 

II trouva les corps et cadavres desdits Baveux et 
Lurat sur leur sdant. le dos appiiyds centre iin 
petit pommler sauvage. dtant sur la rivo oes bols 
usagers de Morvllllers... 

Lesdits deux cadavres avalent dtd accicentds par 
le tonnerre et dclair d'Icelul. sulv.ant ce qui a 
apparu k leur visage ,et estomac toil noirs et 
brulds. • 

D'aprds Etienne. Monographle d'Epothdmont. 

Jeudi 14 novembre 1743 

A Ossey-les-Trols-Malsons. • sur les 2 ou 3 heu¬ 
res aprds-midl [.] on a entendu de gros coups 
de tonnerre accompagnds d'dclairs. de pluys et de 
grdsll en abondance •. 

Archives communelea. Relevd aux Arch. ddp. 



15 aout 1746 

Ln fouiiro toinha t 0 hcures liu matin, sur la 
granfjo (I'linQ tmina cj'(.|ia<jrie Cctto (jrangn fut in- 
LRridii^u. de ninriic qui; Ins dcurins voisinos. 

Archivot dispart. E. 161. Citu par E. Maury, 
op. cll.. p. rj. 

26 juillct 1751 

(A Eunlonay do Bossury|, Marie Ldger. fille de 
Loidft L(^yor. lahoureur. el de Marie Leger, 8g6 de 
dix liiilt nns iiiialro nuiis. ayanl 6le frappee du 
lofwwsr tliins rogllse lo vingl-six |ulllel esl inorlo 
sur lo r.hnmp el a die Inhumee le lendeniain dans 

10 chucndio do cello paroisse cn presence *ld i. 
Lotiift Logor. Michel Ldgor. Andre Clerain el Etienne 
Berlinnd qui ont signd pour la plupart... • 

Bulletin parolfttlal (minute). Rulovd oux Arch, de 
rAiihfi. 

30 aout 1761 

Le clocher do Saint-Urbain dont la Idgdretd rdpon* 
dait /I rdidgnnce de I'ddlflce. est frappd de la 
loudro. C ost depuls cetie epoque que Ton volt 
I informo tabntidre servant d'abri 6 la sonnerie. 

Aiifouvre. Lei tablcttci historiquei de Troyes. 
Voir aussl Lucien Morel Paycn, Aim. T. A. 1935. 

27 juin 1764 

A Punt-sur Solne, • lo 27 )uln. veille de la petite 
(esio Uieu (.) sur les six lieures du solr (.] II a 
(ait till urayc dpouvantable (;) entre aidres deux 
coups de tonnnrre ^ (airo frdmir les plus ddtermi* 
nds. 11 est tombd sur cette Eglisc ou paroisse en 
Irols endroits (;) lo premier carreau (1) ou coup 
de (oudro a ddcouvert lo comble du cueur et l a 
parcouru dans I'endroit ou est pose la croIx en 
forme d’arcan del cn dclatant [.] brisant une par- 
tic (le la tluiilio ot se jetant encore sur dautre 
couvertures du batiment a costd. 

La douxidmo foudre a pered un mur de 6 pleds 
dcpalssour a cotd de la sacristie dans la chambro 
du curd, et a r.omme pris plalsir a jeter les plerres 
el les decondiles sur son lit. II y avoll dans 
lad(i(o) chambro un petit Jesus dans une creche (.) 

11 a did mis en morceaux et le petit lit de talfe* 
tas sur icquel lenfant Jesus estolt couchd a estd 
tramipurtd dans i'autro chambre attenant sans estre 
endnrnogd. La foudre a pored un autre niur parelllo 
dpaissnur pour se trensporter dans la sacristie. ou 
elle a froppd cn plifsieurs endroit. L'enfant du 
chantre a vu du feu quI volligolt et s'en est 
bnfuit en picurant (.] Colul du bedeau qui estolt 
dans Icglise a estd joitd par terre. apparamant par 
rirnpuislnn de laire (.) Car il dit avoir estd poussd 
et n‘a point cu de mal ipie la peur. Au second 
coup aussl effrayant que Tautre (.1 le tonnerre 
est tomhd dans la cuisine, ou sestoit rdfugid le 
Curd avec iainde de ses sneurs (.] Cette foudre a 
dclatd r.omme Ms sortolent et a envlronnd cette 
scaur qui est tombde cornme rnorte Bu pled du 
Curd qui sest erduit dans la salie en criant [:•] ma 
loeur est tude du tonnerre (».) Deux^ de acs 
neveux (.] a ccs mots, ont fondu en I'arme [.) 

Et le curd retournant sur ses pas pour voir ai 
le feu avoit pris [.] a trouvd sa soeur qui se 
relovoit. en lui disant (>) vous nestes done pas 
mode? (•] Elle a rdpnndu quelle n'avolt rien en- 
tendu ny vu [,) mais seulement senti un coup sur 
la teste qui lavoit renversde. 

C'est une espdee de miracle [.) car le Curd a vu 
piusieurs carenux do feu lentourer et les troupes 
qui estoient en garnison ont vu sorlir la foudre 
cnflamdo par la chemincie de cette cuisine. 

Appnranient que cede mdmo foudre a aussl 
passe dans la chambre au dessus. on sost appercu 
(|u‘elle uvoit ouved deux batans ou partes d'armoir 
par les guns ou bicn cn ddchirant le t)ois et les 
demnntani commo nvcc un mauvais ciscau. On sest 
aussi npporgu qu'ii avoit perce le mur au dessus 
do banc dcs marguiiiicrs et que de la [.) il 
avoit monte dans la tribune a costd do la cuisine 
ou il n iiiit bicn du ravage. L'instont d’avant {.) 
cette phicu estoit occupee par la plus jcune des 
Sicurs (hi Ciirii qui |,) huurcusement venolt do 
(juitter cette place pour courir aprds ses neveux 
dont elio estoit Imiuidlc. Cette soliicitude iuy a 
valu la vie. car la foudre Tauroit redult en cen* 
dres 

£n un mot (.] r.o jour l«i le tonnerre a son ordi¬ 
naire, a (alt des cboscs surprenantes car il a 
aussi cstc lumber cent pas de id, vis avis la 
porte de la lermiere du Prieure. 

Et c'est un miracle ()ue lo prieurd appartenant 
a Monsieur Labbe de Floury |.| Evesipio de Char¬ 
tres. n’ayo pas estd constiiiid par les (lamus et 
Cinq ou si personnos rdduites en cendre. 


C'est ce que le sieur Baudouin [,] Cure cerli- 
fie veritable pour avoir vu par Iuy mdme tout 
ce qui est cy dessus et des autres parts [.] rap- 
ponds d Pont le 28 juin 1764. Baudouin [.] curd. 

Collection communale. 


(1) Carreau : Podliquement : • Carreaux de la 

foudre -. Expression due au fait que Ton croyail la 
foudre (ormee d'une matidre soilde que Ton corn- 
parait aux carreaux d'arbaldte. J.D. 

1768 

[A LIgnol-le-Chdteau] • I'dtd a etd des plus 
orageux ; on a soulfert dans quantitd de Pays de 
la grdle et du tonnerre -. 

Note du curd in Registre parolsiial (minute). 
Relevd par les Arch. ddp. 

27 Juin 1772 

[A Gumery) • le vingt-sept juin 1772 sur les on/e 
heures du solr. il y a eu un orage des plus 
violenls et un vent impdlueux accompagnd d'eclairs 
trds vlfs. continuels el de tonnerres. Mult granges 
ont dtd abattues dans laparoisse [;] beaucoup de 
toils endommagds. de maisons decouvertes f:| des 
arbres arrachez. cassez. tortillez en differentes 
If manleres de sorte que Ton a dtd obiigez de couper 
bien des bois avant ieur temps. Le fracas que 
tout cela causolt empdehoit de distingucr le 
( tonnerre. II n'y a point eu de grelle [.] Les grains 
ont tres peu souffert [.] 

Cet orage a durd dans sa force prds d'une 
beure [.] II a tenu plus de quatre-vlngt lleiies 
de pays et causd dans beaucoup d'endroits des 
dommages bien plus considerables, la necessitte 
ou on se trouvait de tous costez de faire des 
rdparations ont fait monter le prix de la thuile. et 
des journdes des ouvriers qui ont profitd de la 
circonstance. • 

Note du Curd Tonnellier in Reglitre parolssial 
(minute). Relevde aux Archives de I'Aube. 

24 mai 1773 

A Racines. • les nommes Eioi Beriot. Etienne. 
Chaiiiey. manouvrier. demeurant au hameau des 
Cousturots. de cette paroisse de Racines et For- 
geot, tisserand audit lieu, ont dtd incendids par 
le feu du del le 24 mal qui a rddult iuurs bdti- 
monts en cendres [.] On ne pouvait en approcher 
tant le feu dtalt ardent •. 

Reglitro parolsiial, collectioti communale. Relevd 
aux Archives ddpart. 

10 aout 1774 

Un orage d'une grande intensitd delate au dessus 
de Troyes et de la baniieue. La foudre cause un 
incendie d Saint Mesmin, et une trombe compromet 
ce qui restait de froment sur pied. 

Aufauvre. Les tabletles historiquei de Troyes. 

27 Juin 1783 

violent orage qui rdpand I’effrol dans la vllle. 
Le tonnerre ne cesse de gronder pendant plu- 
lieurs heures de suite. Le fiuide dieclrique frappe 
la ville en plus do vingt places, sans cependant 
occasionner d'Incendie. 

Les dglises de Saint-Nizier de Troyes, dcs vil¬ 
lages de Sainte Syre et de Saint-Ldger, sont frap- 
pees de la foudre. 

Aufauvre, Les tablettes bistoriques de Troyes. 
N.B. Dans ses registres paroissiaux, le curd de 
La Fertd-Macd, en Normandie, a notd ce qui suit ; 
• Depuis le 12 juin jusqu'au milieu d'oetobre 1783, 
on a remarqud dans Fair pendant piusieurs mois, 
des brouiiiards secs quo les physiciens de notro 
temps appeiient brouiiiards diectriques 

lis ont beaucoup obscure! I'atmosphere et nous 
ddrobaient les rayons du soieii et de la iune deux 
d treis heures apics ieur lever el surtout apres 
ieur coucher. Le soieii et la Iune pendant les 
brouiiiards etaient rouges comme du sang du 
matin au soir. • 

11 Juillet 1788 

Violent orage qui, pendant toute la nuit, consterne 
tous les habitants dc Troyes et du voisinaye. 

Le clocher de Thennelieres esl foudroyd. 
Aufauvre. Les tablettes bistoriques de Troyes. 

Lundi 8 septembre, 1788 

Lundi B septembre, ^ six heures du soir. deux 
homines de Prdey Saint-Martin furent (rappes de 
la foudre et trouvds niort sur le chemin de tra¬ 
verse de Lesmont et Prdey. Cet accident arriva 
au premier coup de tonnerre qui precede la pluie. 
On a observd sur la Idle du nomme Deligny une 
plaie d'environ deux puuccs de lung sur un demi- 
pouce de profondeur. avec une cavild d'un poucu 







sous lu pcau ; lus chcvoux etoicnt grilles, il y 
avoit ti sus jninties et dt.'ssous Ics duigts dc ses 
pieds do legcros ineurtrissuros. auxquelles otoient 
colloos dc pctitus parccllcs du ciiirc de ses sou- 
licrs (di^chirds pur la foudre). tons ses habits 
chiient CO niorconux, saos aucunc plale apparcnte 
sur son corps (|uu celle dc la tete. II paroit qu'il 
a etd cnvcioppd par la foudre. ct quelle a fait 
explosion sur lui ; car on a trouve son argent 
ninsi riuo dcs luinbcaux de ses habits, jusqu'^ 
vmyl pns ; ses bas de coton Etoicnt sculeinent crl- 
hles dc Irous. Lcs canelures de son porte-colle 
d'arrjcot ont clo fondus par le fluide electrique. 
ct ses boiicles de jarretlcres et de souliers du"" 
|inemo mr)tal tortillides et noircies ; nials sans 
Ifusion ; ses boutons de manches qui etoient d’etafn 
n ont dprouv6 aucune alteration. Son camarade 
niort k trois pas dc lul. n avoit aucune plale appa- 
rente. inais seuleinent un peu de sang h la bou- 
Iche : cc qui prouve qu*ll a suffoque par la 
wapeur sulphureuse. 

Journal de Troyes, 17 septembre 1766. 

12 juillet 1789 

Un orage delate au-dessus de Troyes. La foudre 
cause plusieurs dommages au rdfectoire du C^- 
Ibge. 

Aufauvre. Les Tablettes historiques de Troyes. 

Vendredi 8 avril 1842 « 

Vendredi dernier. 6 trois heures apres-midi, la fou¬ 
dre est tumble h Nogent-sur-Seine. par la cheml- 
nee du sieur Ariu^dde Delaunay, buulanger. cour 
Ciallct. pendant qu’ll ctait avec quelques person- 
ncs tout pr(;s de cette chemin^e. Le tonnerre a 
caus^ peu de ddgats. et n'a heureusement atteint 
personne ; II est sorti en cassant un carreau de 
|j porte vitr^e de la cour. La commotion a ^t^ six 
forte que tons Ics voisins ont cru qu‘il ^tait tombd ^ 
chez cux. Malgrd le plus abominable temps, II 
s'est trouvd du monde en un din d'oeil pour 
porter des secours. a'il en eCit 4td besoin. On en 
a et^ quitte pour la peur. 

Petitca-Afffehes de Nogent. 

Mardi 12 juiiiet 1842 

• On nous ^crit des Riceys. 13 juiiiet 1842 : 

Hior. dans I'aprbs midi, le tonnerre est tombd 

dans la muison dc M. G^rard-Verdin. propri^taire 
k Ricey-haute Rive ; heureusement. personne n’a 
dt^ tu6 ni bless^\ Le fluide Electrique s’est dirigE 
d'abord sur un fil de fer servant a faire mouvoir 
line machine qui. ploceo au dessus d’un tuyau 
de cheminee. est destinE E empEcher la fumEe. 

A la faveur de cet apparell. le fluide s’est intro- 
duit dans unc piece de I’Etage supErieur. ou il 
a degrade uno petite portion de mur. en prenant 
pour conducteur une tringle de grands ridcaux. De 
IE. II cst descendu dans la salie E manger, ou 
le convert etait mis. Mme GErard-Verdin prEparait 
son dessert E cEtE de la cheminEe. lorsque. tout 
E coup, le fluide perga le mur au-dcssous de la 
glace, et couvrit cette dame de platras et autres 
debris, sans lul faire aucun mal. L’Etat de surditE 
de cette dame. occasionnE par son Ege avancE. ne 
lui avait pas permis d’entendre la dEtonation. La 
pendulc qui Etait sur la cheminee. ainsi que d'au- 
tres objets qlectrisables qui se trouvaient dans 
la salle. n’ont point EtE derangEs. ni endomma* 
ges. 

En sortant de la salle. le tonnerre a entrainE 
nvec lui. E travers un carreau. plusieurs frag¬ 
ments de plEtre retrouves depuis dans la cour. E 
quelques hictres de la fenetre. 

A cet instant. M. GErard-Verdin qid Etait sur 
son perron et se disposait E rentrer pour se mettre 
a table, cst rcste comine anEanti et suffoquE par 
I odeur du soufre. sans cependant qu'il lui arrival 
de plus grand mal. 

Poursuivnnt sa course rapidc. le fluide est ailE 
de la dans unc maison voisine. en s’introduisant 
par la chnminEe LE. il brula iegErement le jarct 
du sieur Buot (dit le Prussien). et ccia, cliose 
ctonnanto. sans endommager aucunement son pan- 
taion. • 

L'Aube, samedi 16^ juillet 1842. 

Mardi 19 juillet 1842 

• Mardi dernier. E (|untre heures du soir. le ton¬ 
nerre est tninbE E Har-sur-Seine. sur la grande 
croix du cimetiere. La pierre qui iui .servait dc 
pied a EtE brisEe cm plusieurs morceaux. • 

L’Aube. mardi 26 juiiiet 1842. 

Dimanche 9 aout 1842 

• la foudre est tomboe. dimanche dernier, dans 
plusieurs endroits de notre ville (Troyesj. 


II n’y a eu. heureusement. aucun accident E dE 
plorer. • 

L’Aube, mardi 22 aout 1642. 


Vendredi 9 juin 1843 

• Le 9 juln. la foudre est tombEe E ArembEcourt. 
sur la maison du sieur Lorphelln ; elle a seule- 
ment brisE le tuyau de la cheminEe. • 

L’Aube, mardi 20 juin 1843. 


AoOt 1843 


• Nous llsons dans le dernier luimEro de 
• L’Echo d’Arcls • : 

II y a peu de jours, vers sept heures du matin 
environ, par un temps calme. mals sombre et 
pluvieux. un globe de feu s’est montrE aux yeux 
de plusieurs personnes qui se trouvaient dans les 
rues de Plancy (canton de MEry, arrondissement 
d'Arcis-sur-Aube). et II a disparu InstantanEment. 
L'apparltion de ce mEtEore IgnE a EtE accompagnE 
d’un violent coup de foudre qui a causE un Ebran- 
lement gEnEral. 

Le fluide Electrique, en faisant irruption par le 
tuyau du poEle dans un atelier oil une trentaine 
d’ouvriers bonnetlers Etalent occupEs. a secouE 
vioiemment ceux qui Etaient assis. 

L’un d’eux. homme dejE EgE et atteint de dou- 
leurs rhumatlsmales assez algues, sentit le fluide 
frapper la fonture de son mEtier et passer sur 
son visage : presqu’au meme moment, le banc du 
mEtier et I’ouvrler furent iancEs E quelques pas 
de IE. 

Cet EvEnement parait jusqu’ici avoir eu one in¬ 
fluence plutbt bEnEfique que fEcheuse sur la 
santE de cet homme. car il n’a pas encore, depuis 
la aecousse qu’il a ressentie, EprouvE les dou- 
leurs rhumatlsmales qui I’avalent travaillE cruelle- 
ment Jusque-IE. • 

L’Aube, 17-16 aout 1643. p. 3. col. 2. 


Nult du dimanche 26 
au lundi 27 Janvier 1845 

• Une bourrasque de vent, qui s’est fait sentir 
dans la nuit de dimanche E lundi, a causE de 
grands dommages aux habitants et aux propriEtEs. 

On nous rapporte que la foudre est tombEe en 
plusieurs endroits. entr’autres E Cussangy. sur la 
maison du sieur Joseph Laffrat ; aprEs avoir pEnEtre 
par la tolture du grenler. elle y a cassE une des 
sollves du plancher et eet descendue dans une 
des chambres du rez-de-chaussEe. ou elle a dE- 
gradE tous les mortiers. Les personnes qui etaient 
couchEes dans cette maison en ont EtE quittes. fort 
1 1 heureusement pour la peur. car elles n’ont EprouvE 
vllqu’une commotion extraordinaire qui les faisait 
^^lltrembler dans leur lit. • 

Le Petit Courrier de Bar-sur-Seine cItE (sans 
date) dans L’Aube. n° des 27-28 janvier janvier 
1845. 


JeudI 11 septembre 1845 

• (A Troyes], jeudi soir, vers six heures. la fou¬ 
dre est tombEe sur un pin du jardin du sieur Mau- 
goust, limonadler E la tour-Boileau. 

Plusieurs personnes qui se trouvaient chez ce 
dernier a’en apergurent E I'odeur sulpiiurcuse qui 
tout E coup les incommoda. 

^ Leur conviction devint encore plus grande sur 
Taction du fluide Electrique, lorsqu’lls virent pen¬ 
dant 10 minutes de la fumEe s’Eciiapper de la cime 
de Tarbre rEsineux. 

La foudre n’a lalssE nulle autre trace de son 
passage. • 

L'Aube, n° datE 14-15 sept. 1845. p. 2. col. 1. 

Vendredi 24 juillet 1846 

• Hler. vers dix iieures du soir. la foudre est 
tonibEe sur la caserne de la gendarmerie ; sur 
Taile droite des batiments occupes par MM. les 
officlers. . La foudre n’a causE fort heureusement 
aucun EvEnement facheux. 

Aujourd’hui. il est facile de voir qu’une vingtainc 
de tulles ont EtE soulevEes ou brisEes. On remar- 
que Egalement avec curiositE que quelques mur- 
ceau\ de ces tulles ont EtE en quelquo sorte vltrl- 
flEs par le fluide Electrique. Une solive du grenier 
a EtE E inoltlE rompue. une cheminEc queique 
peu lEzardEe et quelques pierres qui formaient 
cordon en ont EtE aussi detachEes. 

En penEtrant dans le grenier. le fluide a laissE. 
d'une maniEre inoffensive dcs traces sensibies 
de son passage, puis est ressorti par la partie nord- 
ouest du batiment. et a roule ie long du quai aux 
pieds de M. Baudesson, directeur des contribu¬ 
tions directes. qui se rendait avec sa demoiselle 
et son fils E ia soiree de Mme Doyen. 





Un (Mivrior rnrdunnior qiii se trouvnit pr^s de la 
gpnifnrinerlo o dtd ottidiit par le fliiide ; cct hoinme 
no pdiivant ri^sister h lo vIve cuinniution qu'll 
liproiiva. loinba 5 terre. mala pcu apr^s II put 
90 ridover ot an denieure. • 

L‘Aubo. 25 26 julllot 1846. p. 3. col. 1. 

• Lo slour Loppin qui. le 24 luiliet. fut vlolem- 
ment ottoint. pr^s de In caserne de la gendarme* 
rio p;ir lo Muldo ^Icctriquo. est aujourd'hul si dan* 
gerntiscincnl molade. que les m^declns perdent 
tout ospoir do le sauvor. • 

L‘A(iba. 2 3 nout 1406. p. 4. col. 1. 

• Htcr, 24 lulllct. vers hult houres du solr, la 
foudro csl tonib<Je h Nogent-en-Othe pr^s Saint* 
Mards, et y a consunnS deux malsons et une 
6curin • 

L*Aube. 25 26 julllet 1646. p. 3. col. 1. 

Vendredi 28 aout 1846 

VondredI solr. vers neuf heures. la foudre est 
tombdo & Lagesse. pr^s Chaource. sur une malson 
couvorte en pollle. Instantan^ment elle a ^t6 en* 
vablu par les fiammes. alnsi que deux autres mal* 
sons prosque contIguOs. RIen n*a pu Otre sauvd. 

L'Aube. 30-31 aout 1646. p. 2. col. 1. 


La premiere des six vaches a 6t4 tu^e. deux 
domestiques ont 6t4 renversds par le coup. La 
grange 4talt remplle de fum^e et de poussl^re. 

Le dommage est d'environ 400 F. • 

L'Aube. 12-13 juln 1864. p. 3. col. 2. 

MardI 7 Juin 1864 

• Accident caus4 par la foudre. 

MardI dernier, pendant Tor age quI a ^clat^ sur 
la valine de I'Aube. vers une heure de I’aprfes- 
mldl. un des ouvriers occup4s 6 la tranch^e de 
Jessalns a ^t^ frapp4 mortellement par la foudre. 
un second a ^t^ renversd et a ^prouv^ de violentes 
douleurs aux ^paules. et un trolsl^me a ressenti 
les effets du flulde 4lectrlque dans les jambes. 

Ces trols ouvriers avalent qultt^ le chantler. et 
au lieu de s'abriter sous des sapins comma 
leurs camarades. Ils s'dtalent sauvds en courant 
h Jessalns. L’ouvrier mortellement frapp4 habitalt 
Dolancourt : II s’appelle Louis Collin, et est Ag4 de 
IJ 32 ans. On n*a trouv^ sur son corps aucune trace 
I de blessure ; mala son chapeau a M d4chlr4 et 
I carbonisd. 

La Memorial. 

Il JeudI 16 novembre 1876 




Lundi 28 septembre 1846 

• Uno lettro que nous recevons de Blaincourt 
nous nnnonce quo la foudre est tontb^e. le 28 sep- 
tumbrn. vers cinq houres du solr. d Juzanvigny. 
canton do Soulalnos. on domicile du sleur Lalle* 
mand. p6ro dos malheureux Incendl^s de la ferme 
de la Folio. 

Olmix bottes de chonvro d«^pos6os pr^s de la chn* 
mln^e ont seulenmnt ^td consuntdes. grfice aux 
personnos de la malson qui ont pu 4touffer. d^s 
son prIncIpe, ce germe d'Incendle. La foudre n*a 
laissd do son passage aucun autre IndIce •. 

L'Aube. 1«r-2 oclobre 1846. 

Samedi 21 mal 1864 

• Un incendio. occaslonn^ par la foudre. a ^clat^ 
h Connost (canton do Boullly). le 21 courant & 
midl. au domicile du sleur Nicolas Mosdier. mar- 
chand do bols et a d^trult. en molns d’une heure. 
tons les b^tlmonts alnsi que le moblller qu*lls ren* 
fermaicnt... • 

L'Aubo. 25 26 mal 1864. 

• On 6crlt de Bar-sur-Selne. que samedi dernier. 
21 mat. vers deux heures de Tapr^s-mldl. un vio* 
lent orago a caus^ des d^gats considerables dans 
plusleurs communes de la vallde de I'Ource et 
do la Seine : 5 Loches. e Landrevllle. h Essoyes. 
h Vcrpillorcs. a Cunfin. 6 Buxcull. h Nuevllle. 6 
Cye. 5 L'oiirteron : et dans quelques autres loca- 
lites. les vignes et les arbres frultlers ont ete d^- 
truits par la grSlo. 

De)^ CCS communes avaient eu beaucoup h souf* 
frir de la goiee ; mals aujourd'hul on y consi* 
d^re la r^colte de la vigne comma compromise. •. 

L'Aube. 27-28 mal 1664. 

• On nous ^crlt de Vaudes que samedi dernier. 
21 courant. la foudre est tombee sur la bergerle 
du sleur Nicolas Brunet, proprl^taire. Deux agneaux 
ont tu^s. la clolson d^molle. et la tolture bri* 
sde. • 

L'Aube. 27 28 mal 1864. 

• Le 21 du courant dit I'Echo d'ArcIt, la foudre 
est tombde ^ Droupt-Sainte-Marle. sur la malson 
habitue par le sleur Jaubert, L4on. bonnetler. 
Celul-cl <^talt sortl. 

En rentrant., II remarqua des d^gfits dans la mal* 
son et dans sa grange ; cinq carreaux d'une fenfi* 
tre etaicnt Casses. 

II n’a rien (it(^ brui^. • 

L'Aube. mardi 31 mal 1664. p. 3. 

• On nous (icrit do Vaudes que. samedi dernier. 
21 courant. la foudre est tomheie sur la bergerle 
du sieur Nicolas Brunet, proprii^talre. Deux agiteaux 
ont et^ tu^s. la clolson d^molle. et la tolture brI* 
see. Un commencement d'incendie s'est df^ciar^ 
dans les fourrages places ou-dessus de ratable ; 
mals de prompts secours ont arrfit^s les progr^s 
du feu. • 

L'Aube. 27 28 mal 1864. p. 2. col. 2. 

Jeudi 2 juin 1864 

« Jeudi 2 join, dll I'Echo d'ArcIs, vers six heures 
dti soir. un orago d une assoz graiule violence a 
eu lieu sur la commuite de Chassericourt. Le ton- 
nerre est tombe sur une ^curie appartenant d 
M. Pierre-Louls Travaiilot. oil II a tu^ une vacho. 

II ^tolt entr^ par la tolture dont II a broy^ uno 
grande quantity do tuiles Olverses pieces de bols 
qui forrnont cldtiire au bunt de I'dcurle. ont ^t^ 
brisdes avec fracas. 


Jeudi dernier. 16 novembre. entre quatre heures 
et demie et six heures du solr. un orage violent. 
* pr^c^dd d'une pluie diluvienne. a delate & Faux* 
Villecerf. canton de Marcilly-le-Hayer. Le tonnerre 
est ton)b4 sur la malson du sleur Siron-Chalioy. 
mar^chal-ferrant k Faux-Villecerf. La foudre a coup6 
la chemln^e de la forge construlte en briques 
comme avec un couteau et a rasd la tolture. Les 
briques ont ^t^ ^parplll^es. bris^es toutes en me* 
nus morceaux. et elles ont vol4 k sept ou hult 
metres autour des batiments. Un fusil charge. 
plac4 dans I'lntdrleur de la malson a ^clat4 par 
suite de la commotion diectrique. Une forte 
detonation s'en est sulvie. Des plaques de tdle 
ont ete tordues en spirale. Aucun autre accident 
ne s'est manifeste. et personne n'a ete blesse au* 
dedans des bdtiments. sur les nmrs desquels la 
foudre a marque son passage en plusleurs endroits. 

L'Aube, Vendr. 24 nov. 1876. p. 2. col. 4. 



Septembre 1898 

• A Ramerupt. M. Ferrot. I'auberglste du village 
qui. depuls le matin s'est plaint de la chaleur ac- 
cablante. se tralne penlblement sur le pas de 
sa porte. Attaint de rhumatlsmes algus aux jam- 
bes. II ne se deplace qu'avec des Cannes et tout 
effort le fatigue. 

Comme 11 tourne la tdte pour regarder vers 
le centre du pays, un eclair gigantesque sulvl d'un 
horrible claquement le foudrole. 

Projete violemment au fond de la piece. II tombe 
sans connalssance ; on le ranime difficllement. 
mals le malheureux reste prostre. compietement 
aveugle. 

II ne retrouve progressivement la vue qu'au 
bout d'une dizalne d'heures. 

Les douleurs s'attenuent alors et II s'apergolt 
avec une surprise emervelliee que ses rhuma* 
tismes ont compietement disparu. 

Mme J. Gagniere. Vie en Champagne, 270. 
1 Pierre Gauroy. 

i La terre de aes coieres. Cite par Mme J. 
i Gagniere. Vie en Chempe^ne, n^ 270. p. 15. 


Mardi 5 juin 1900 

• A Troyes, le tonnerre est tombe dant I'an- 
clenne propriete de M. Marot. prea de I'uslne Quin- 
quarlet. > 

Le Petit Troyen, mercredi 6 juin 1900. 


Mardi 12 juin 1900 

• La foudre est tombee non loin de Pargues. sur 
une meuie de pailie appartenant e M. Regnler* 
VIrey. cuitivateur k Pargues. 

Cette meuie qui comprenait environ 1 600 bottes 
de pailie de bie a ete totalement detrulte. 

C'est une perte de pres de 500 francs pour le 
proprietalre. 

Le Petit Troyen. vendredi 15 juin 1900. 

• Le 12 courant. vers trols heures de I'apr^s-mldi. 
M. Regnault Charles. fig4 de 60 ans, proprietalre 
aux RIceys. revenait 'des champs. 

Ayant p^netre dans son ecurle ou se trouvalent 

( quatre vaches et un cheval. II vlt une de ses 
vaches etendue k terre : elle avalt ete foudroyee - 
les autres animaux qui se trouvaient dans la 
rndme ecurie n'ont eu aucun mal. 

M. Regnault estime sa vache 500 francs. II y a 
assurance. 

Ibid. 








7 au 8 juillet 1919 

• Aiix niceys... La foudre est tomb^e siir la 
pointu du ciochfir entre minult et une heiiro du 
matin. Incendiant r^difice qui brula k la fagon 
d'uiiu torche. • 

Commission mdl^oroiogique do I'Aube. R6sum4 
des observations faites k Troyes et dans les di- 
versos stations du d^partement en 1919. Annuaire 
de I'Aube pour 1921. p. 66. 

Jeudi 12 mai 1921 

Suulcy. • La foudre a endommag^ deux poteaux 
t^iiiphoniques. • 

La Tribune de I'Aube. MardI 17 mai 1921. 

2 mai 1921 

• Le 2 mai. un orage assez intense, venant du 
sud et se dirigeant vers le nord. embrase tout 
le ddpartement molns I'arrondissement de Bar-sur- 
Seine. 

... Une chute de foudre est slgnal^e k Barberey 
sur I'usine 6lectrlque •. 

Comm, mdt^o... Annuaire de I'Aube pour 1922. 


Dimanche 15 mai 1921 

Juzanvigny. • Orage aussi violent que dans les 
communes voisines. La foudre tomba sur ratable 
de M. Ernest Broulllard. tuant les deux vaches qui 
s'y trouvalent. • 

Le Tribune de I'Aube, mercredi 1921. 
Rouvres-ies-VIgnes. • ... la foudre est tomb6e sur 
le ciochcr. heureusement sans I'incendler. • 

Le Tribune de I'Aube, mercredi 16 mai 1921. 
Lagesse. • Dimanche. vers 13 heures, un orage 
d'une assez grande violence s'est abattu sur notre 
commune... Au cours de cet orage. la foudre tomba 
en divers endrolts. Chez M. RIcard Jules, elle ar- 
racha une rampe de la CQuverture : chez Mme 
veuve Chamoin. elle tomba dans la chemin6e sans 
causer de d^gfits. mala Mme Chamoin et Tune 
do ses fiiles qui se trouvalent prds de la che- 
mln^e en ressentirent une violente commotion 
dans les Jambes. Dans la campagne. plusleurs ar- 
bres furent dgalement attaints de ia foudre. • 

La Tribuna da TAuba. mercredi 18 mai 1921. 
G^lonnes. • Vers 2 heures du soir. la foudre 
tomba sur ratable de M. Boulet Emile, de Lon- 
gueperte et tua up veau. 

Une botte de paille commence mdme k flamber. 
Sans la presence d'esprit d'un voisin. M. Praslin. 
qui accourut k ia vue de la fum^e sortant de 
ratable, un sinistra plus grand aurait dtd k d^- 
plorer. • 

La Tribune de I'Aube, mercredi 16 mai 1921. 
Arsonval. • C’est surtout de 2 heures 6 3 heu¬ 
res 30 qu'il (I'orage) a ^clatd dans toute sa force. 
Les Eclairs slllonnalent les nues. tandis que le 
tonnerre grondait sans Interruption. Le foudre 
tomba en trois endrolts. abattant. k la sortie du 
village, un poteau t^l^graphlque. • 

La Tribune de I'Aube. mercredi 16 mai 1921. 
Montaulln. • La foudre est tomb^e en trois en¬ 
drolts sur des poteaux t^l^graphlques. mals ne 
causa presque pas de d^gdts. • 

La Tribune de I'Aube. vendredi 20 mai 1921. 
Fresnoy-ie-Chdteau. • La foudre est tombde en 
plusleurs endrolts. Chez M. Ganne-Roy, fermier au 
ilaut-Ch6ne. elle frappa k mort un cheval qui se 
trouvalt dans un pare proche de la ferme. • 

La Tribune de I'Aube. vendredi 20 mai 1921. 
Argangon.' • La foudre tomba sur un peupller. le 
labouront presque de haut en bas. ■ 

La Tribune de TAube. vendredi 20 mai 1921. 
Arrenti6res. • La foudre est tumble sur un pol- 
rier appartenant k M. Aubry et sltu^ k environ 
30 m des habitations. > 

La Tribune de I'Aube. 16 mai 1921. 

Crespy le-Nauf. « Pendant trois quarts d'heure 
ies Eclairs et le tonnerre firent rage... La foudre 
tomba k plusieurs reprises sur des poteaux t^*^ 
graphiques et des arbres Isolds. • 

la Tribune de I'Aube. mercredi 16 mai 1921. 
Morvililers. • ... Le fluide diectrique toucha di¬ 
vers endrolts du pays, notamment I’dtabllssernent 
de M. Bnsson. cafetier. ou il occasionna des md- 
faits curicux et des degdts assez irnportants... • 

La Tribune de I'Aube. jeudi 19 mai 1921. 

Mercredi 25 mai 1921 

Vallieres. • ... La foudre est tombde sur le 
bdtiment agricole de M. Daillant Emile, causant 
des deyats matdricis. 

La Tribune de I'Aube, mardi 31 mai 1921. 


Dimanche 5 Juin 1921 

Fresnoy. • Le Tonnerre est tombd dans le pare de 
la ferme de la Borde expioitde par M Blemur. 
Une vache a dtd tude au milieu du troupeau. 

Vendeuvre. • La foudre est tombde en plusieurs 
endroits sur une grange. • 

La Tribune de I'Aube. mardi 7 juin 1921. 

Viiliers-Herbisse. • La foudre est tombde chez 
Mdrat-Mony. sans cependant causer d‘incendie. 
Le fluide. aprds avoir fortement ddtdriore deux 
tuyaux de cheminde et quelque peu malinene la 
couverture en ardolse. n'a pas cause, fort heureu- 
aement. d accidents de personnes. 

La Tribune de I'Aube, mercredi 6 juin 1921, p. 3. 
coi. 3. 

Le Tribune de I'Aube, mardi 7juln 1921. 

• On a 4 regretter la destruction d une partle du 
clocher de ia vieille dglise de Pel et-Der, datant 
du XVI* sidcle. 

La foudre. tombde vers 4 heures. sur ia fidche. 
provoqua le feu k ia ferme. Mals ce ne fut que 
vers 5 heures qu'on t'apergut de ce commence¬ 
ment d'Incendle et que ies seccurs purent etre 
organisds par les pompiers de la commune assis- 
tds de leurs colldgues de Vlllehardouin. 

On congolt la difficultd de la lutte entreprise 
centre le fidau. Ndanmoins. les clochetons flan- 
quant la fidche ont pu dtre prdservds. 

Par suite de la destruction de son support, la 
cloche est tombde. sans blesser aucun des coura- 
geux sauveteurs. 

Ce n'est que plus tard dans la soirde que tout 
danger d'extension de I'incendie put dtre ddfinl- 
tivernent dcartd. • 

Le Tribune de I'Aube, mardi 7 juin 1921. p. 3. 
col. 1. 

Dimanche 17 Juillet 1921 

" Le 17 [juillet], le temps est lourd et ora- 
geux : un orage venant du sud delate vers 6 heu 
res et demie et s'dtend sur tout le departement. 
moins I’arrondissement de Bar-sur-Aube... 

La foudre tombe k SaInt-Andrd-les-Vergers. -i.q 
ddmolit une cheminde... 

Comm, mdtdo... Annuaire de I'Aube pour 1922. 
p. 62. 

Mercredi 10 aoQt 1921 

Bar-sur-Aube. • ... II dtait exactement une heure 
du matin, la foudre est tombde sur le clocher 
Saint Pierre, faisant voler en dciats toutes l-is 
ardolses du falte, c’est d-dire la pointe ou la par- 
tie depuis le ddme renfermant le clocher. lalssant 
k nu le tavillonnage qui se trouve fort endom- 
magd. 

Le feu se ddclara ensulte dans la charpente. 
mals il s’dteignit de lul-meine, noyd par la trombe 
d’eau qui s’abattit aussitdt. Le sol dtait hier re- 
couvert de tous les ddbris de ces ardolses et des 
bouts de tavillons consumds. 

Heureusement que les habitants des malsons en- 
tourant I'dgllse avalent fermd leurs persiennes, 
sans quo! il ne serait pas restd, par suite des 
dciats d'ardolse.s. un seui carreau aux fenetres. 
Cependant. Tun des dciats a atteint quand mdme 
et cassd la vitre de I'lmposte de la demeure de 
M Delettre. cocher. Heureusement aussi que le 
feu se soit dteint sous la forte chute deau, 
car. en raison de la violence du vent, les flam- 
mdches auraient communiqud I’incendie k tout 
le patd de malsons se trouvant de chaque cotd 
de rdgllse et dont la plupart sont en bois. 

D’autre part, k ladite dglise Saint Pierre se 
trouve enciavee. au midi, une petite maison com- 
prenant une charnbre au rez-de-chaussee et one 
chambre au premier dtage. laqueiie est occupee 
par Mine veuve Beauguillot, menayere. Or. ia «ou 
dre est descendue par lescalier conduisant au 
premier dtage. aplatissant comme une veritable 
galette un tuyau rond de culsinidre appartenant 
k cette personne, puis fit une breche dans ic 
mur de la charnbre du rez dc chaussee sans causer 
de ddgdts k la vaisselle deposee sur les rayons 
situds pres de cette breche et finalement disparut 
par oil elle dtait venue, aprds avoir causd une 
frayeur. toute naturelie daiieurs, a Mme Beau¬ 
guillot... • 

La Tribune de I'Aube, vendredi 12 aout 1921. o. 2. 
col. 3. 

Bar-sur-Seine. • ... La foudre tomba en deux en¬ 
droits diffdrents. sans causer de degats. 

Jeudi juin 1922 

Fontaine. • Trois ouvrlcrs, MM. Charctraire, 
Fourmy et Pamentier. qui dtalent occupds k la 
maison. s’etaient. k I'approche de i'orage. rafjgids 




(Inns le tns du loin. La foudre lomba non loin 
d'RiJx. mats aijcun iw ful atteint. • 

la Trlbufia da I'Auba. 

Lundi 16 juillet 1928 

Troyes. • Chez M. Hugo, culllvaleur aux VIeilles 
Vlgnos. la foudre lomba sur l ^curle aux vachcs. 
ne produlsani aucun d^g^t. mals pr6senlanl un 
phfinorn^no assez caract6rlstlque. Un carreau de 
colie 6curlo ful Iroubc comino au passage d une 
bolle. Aucuno b6lo ne ful allelnie. Une voilure 
gerbl6re rnngiie dev.inl celle ecurle ful deplacee 
de 10 in^lrca. L'anlenne de T.S.F. de Mme MaiSon* 
nave ful rompuo sans autre d^gat. 

Le Iransformaleur ^lectrlque de Salnl Parres aux- 
Tcrlres. k hnute tension de 20 000 volls. eul son 
fll de lerre arrach^. 3 plonibs de haute et 2 plonibs 
de basse tension fureni fondus. • 

Troyes. Ln foudre d^trulsit le potelet ^leclrique 
amenani la luml^re aux vestlalres (du Slade dn 
I'Aube). • 

Creney. • Mme Berlaux. charcuti^re. vaquanl aux 
besolns de son commerce, apcrgut soudamenieni 
une gerbe de feu jallllr audessus du clocfier de 
I'igllse. La foudre lombajl effccllvenieni sur le 
clocher. d^si^quilibrant le coq, arrachani les ardoi- 
ses de la tollure de fiaut en bas dans une ligne 
en S et les projotant dans la cour de I habilation 
de M. Briclol Borlhaul Lavau. - La foudre lofiiba 
sur la grange do Mme Vve Gobln. arrachani les 
ferrernenls do lo porle. • 

La Valolle (Cnine do Lavau). • La foudre tombalt 
blentdt aur la grange de M. HIppolyte Gerard. 
7B ons. culllvaleur. 

Ce dernier, alltd depuls 6 mols. altelnl d‘une 
maladle de coeur. ^lall au lit sous la garde de 
son gendre M. Fardel. * 

Sous la violence du tonnerre. M. Fardel quit- 
tail le ntalade el. sorlani de la maison. apercevalt 
la boule de feu ddvalant la tollure, s'abaitarit sur 
une pompe k main pour s’ecraser dans la cour. 

Croyont que le feu allait se communiquer au 
bAtiment. M. Fardel donnait Talarnie. 

Au prix d‘un effort surhumain. le sepluag^naire 
se leva el se rendil sur le seull de sa chambre. 
tl n‘y resla que quelques secondes. relourna 
pdniblcmenl au III oii II lomba foudroyd par la 
commotion. II 4lalt mort. • 

Lundl 16 juillet 1928 

Saviares. • A 20 h 30. les Eclairs slllonn^renl 
le del. la foudre lomba en plusieurs endroits sans 
aucune chute d'eau. 

M. el Mme Flamissel. vaquanl dans leur cul* 
sine. aper<;urcnl u(>e gerbe d'6lincelles jaillls- 
sani d'un poleau lumiere volsin el rcQurenI une 
commotion si violenie qu’lls fureni Impulssanl'* n 
lout mouvemenl. pendant plus d'une heure. 

La foudre lomba dgalenient sur I'habitation de 
Mnie Tlxeranl, d6plaganl une arnioire el proje* 
lant Mme Tlxeranl k lerre. Dans sa chute, celle 
dame ful I6gfercmenl bless^e et dut recevoir les 
soins du doctcur Duponl. de Payns. Le jeune 
Tapprest. Ag^ do 0 ans. qui jouait dans la cour 
de I habitation avec un cerceau en fer n’eui aucun 
mal ntais son corceau fut brisA. • 

Le Petit Troyen, jcudi 19 juillet 1926. p. 2. col. 3. 

Montceaux. - Pendant plusieurs heures. les 
Adairs aveuglants sillonnArent le del el de vlo- 
ienls coups de tonnerre se succAdArent Ires rap- 
prodiAs. 

La foudre est lombAe en dIffArents endroits. 
nutamment dans le pare a bestiaux de la ferine 

de Lhopiteau ou une des plus belles vsehes du 
troupcau fut frai>pee a mort. • 

i Le Petit Troyen. vendredi 20 juillet 1926. p 2. 

col. 4. 

Samedi 4 aout 1928 

Sainte Savine • Les rnefails de la foudre File 
est tombee sur lo ntonumcnl aux Moris. Imprjrlants 
dcgais 

Au cours de I'orage qui Aclala dans la null de 
vendredi k samodi. vers 2 heures du matin, se 

succAderent. au clessus do Sainte Savine. de fra 
cassants coups do tonnerre. Le coq en bronze, qui 
surmuntail le monument aux Murls. erige au milieu 
du cirneliere. fit paralunnnrre et le monumenl. en 
forme de pyramido. fut foudroyA. 

Hier malm, les ouvriers. en arrivani dans la 
nAcropole. sapergurent du fait. Le coq gautois. 
haul Ju 1.40 m. el pcsanl environ 60 kg. q^sad 

k terro. dans I'nllee qui va du monument au mur 

parallele k la run des Noes Tout autour du socle 
AtaienI epars do gros morccaux du pierre. ayoni 
fuime la parhe supArieure du Ironc do pyramide. 


et sur lesquels Alaient Inscrits les noms des 
hAros morls pour la France. 

La foudre Atait lombAe sur une polnie de la 
Crete du coq. qui avail AlA fondue et prAsenlail 
une section brillante comme de Tor. et polie 
comme si la lime y avait eiA passAe. Le fluldo 
avail suivi le corps niAtallique du coq el le fer 
k sceilemeni qui elait noyA dans la pierre. Puis, 
ne IrouvanI plus do corps conducleur. II s elait 
repandu dans la pierre qui avail AclalA. Le inonu- 
menl avait elA ainsi dAcapilA el un cube d3 
pierre. qu on peui evaluer k prAs de 2 mAlres 
environ, gisait en morceaux autour de la baje 
f du monumenl. En lomoant, les blocs ont causA des 
dAlArioralions aux motifs d'ornement. notamment 
aux angles de la corniche qui domlne le plAdestal. 
ainsi qu'aux couronnes et palmes qui Alaient 
dAposAes au pied du monument. Deux mille kilos 
de pierre onl AtA ainsi projclAs k terre. Dsns 
la chute du coq. le bronze ful fendu k la nuts- 
sance des alies et le piAdestal — sur lequel on 
lit le nom de Tauteur "Lecourtler" — fut tordu. • 

La Petit Troyen, dimanche et lundl 6 aout 1928. 
p. 2. col. 1. 

|| Dimanche 30 septembre 1928 

Molins-sur-Aube. • La foudre incendiaire. Elle 
dAtruit une grange avec toutes ses rAcoltes e* 
f une etable. 

Un coup de tonnerre Abranie tout k coup Is 
maison rAveillanI les habitants. M. LIgnler. enten- 
dant vibrer les fils d'Anergie Alectrique. se 
lAve. 

II jette un regard dans la direction de la cour. 

Une lueur rouge montant de la grange embrnse 
le del. 

— Le feu. le feu est dans la grange. s'AcrIe 
M. LIgnler. II passe un pantalon k la hdle el. 
suivi ulenidt de son pAre, se prAcIplle vers les 
Acurles el les Alables. 

Les animaux soni sortis non sans difficuliA el 
lAchAs dans les paturages avoisinant la ferme. 

M. Lignler revlent a TAlable ou le commis 
Krigel. Ignorant du danger, en raison de son 
InfirmilA — 11 est atteint d'une surditA complAle 
— dort k polngs fermAs. II rAsisle aux liraiile- 
menls de son patron el ne consent k bougcr 
qu'aprAs avoir vu la lueur de I'incendie qui dAjA 
embrasall I'ensemble de la grapge et gagnalt la 
tolture de I'Atable. • 

La Tribune de I’Aube. 1«r-2 oclobre 1928. p. 3. 
col. 2. 




25 mai 1930 

I A Saint-LAger-sous-BrIenne, deux femmes :ont 
I atteintes par la foudre. mals s'en tirent avec des 
\blessures peu graves. 

\ Almanach T. A. 

13 Juin 1930 

A Magny-Fouchard, un culllvaleur est tuA par 
la foudre. 

Almanach T. A. 

15 juin 1930 

La foudre tombe sur le clocher de rAgllse de 
Plenty. 

Almanach T. A. 

18 juin 1930 

A nosnay l'HdpItal. une ferme est IncendlAe par 
la foudre. 

Almanach T. A. 

2 juillet 1930 

A Coclois. une grange est IncendlAe par la foudre 
el detruile en quelques instants. 

Almanach T. A. 


26 mai 1931 

La foudre incendie les magaslna de I'usino 
Touron k Troyes. 

Almanach T. A. 



26 juin 1931 

Une jeune femme de 19 ans. a Mathaux, est 
grIAvemenI blessee par la foudre. 

Almanach T. A. 

4 juillet 1931 

A Biaincourt, la foudre tombe sur une ferme 
et Incendie les communs. 

Almanach T. A. 


12 juillet 1932 

La loudre incendie une grange sise k Arcii. 
route de Torcy. 

Almanach T. A. 







15 juin 1933 

La (oiidro inceniilo. k Plnoy. un corps de ^Ail* 
nionts et de deux granges, le tout appartenant au 
nicioe propri^talro. 

Almanach T. A. 

22 juillet 1933 

Un cultlvateiir de Polvres est tu^ par la fou* 
dre. k deux cents metres de son exploitation 
Almanach T. A. 

10 juin 1938 

A Rosnoy rHdpital. la foiidre ddtruil la grange 
d'une exploitation agricole. 

Almanach T. A. 

14 avril 1946 

Un myst^rleux engin seralt tomb6 h proximity 
de Fordt-Chenu (Cue de Saint-Phal). Les chan¬ 
celleries sont alertcos... Le gouvernement dernande 
uno enqudte. 

II ne s'aglt, tr6s probablement. que d'un phe- 
nomine 6lectrique appcid • choc en retour •. 
Almanach E.E. 

30 juillet 1946 

La foudre Incendie une maison & Lhuitre. 
Almanach E.E. It 

28 aout 1949 

A Avant t^s Marcllly, la foudre s'abat sur un 
bntiment agricole. L‘6curle et la grange sont f*n- 
ti^roinent d^trultes. 

Almanach E.E. 

12 juin 1955 

A Radonvilllers, la foudre tombe sur les depen¬ 
dences d une ferme. 

Almanach E.E. 

18 mai 1959 

Une ferme de Gumery est ddtruite par un incen¬ 
die provoqud par la foudre. 

Almanach E.E., Almanach Ind. 

20 juin 1959 

A Villy lo Mar^chal. la foudre Incendie une 
grange ; h Champigny, une Stable. 

Almanach E.E. 

La foudre allume le feu au clocher de Pouan- 
las-Vall^es. A Jeugny, elle provoque un d^but d'irv- 
cendie. 

Almanach do Tlnd. 

25 juin 1959^ 

A Radonvilliers. la foudre incendie un batimrnt 
d une exploitation agricole. 

Almanach E.E. 

26 juin 1960 

A Salon, la foudre embrase une 6curie. 
Almanach E.E. 

23 mai 1961 

A Vannes. hameau de Salnte Maure. la foudre 
Incendie deux hangars et un garage de feime. 
Almanach E.E. 

16 septembre 1964 

A la Villcneuve-au-Chatelot, la foudre Incendie 
une exploitation agricole. 

Almanach E.E. 

28 mars 1966 

A Bagneux-ia Fosse, un cultivateur est tue par 
la foudre qu'avait attlr^e la fermeture & glissiere 
de son blouson. 

Almanach E.E. 

23 mai 1966 

A BaVberny. la foudre Incendie une grange. 
Almanach E.E. 

21 aout 1966 

A Viaprcs ic Petit, la foudre provoque un incen- 
dic Une ferine est totaiement detruite. 

Almanach E.E. 

15 juillet 1967 

La foudre provoque deux incendies. I un a 
Saint-Leger snus-Margerie, Tautre k Sainte Mauro 
Almanach L. Ch. 

20 juillet 1967 

A Troyes, rue de la R^publique. En pleine null, 
unc formidntile explosion ravage des appartement*. 
dans i immiMible de la patisserie • Les Lutins •. 
L atmosphere orageusu pent accrediter la these rl'cn 
phcnorncnc cicctnquo. 

Almanach E.E. 

2 aout 1967 

Pres de Maroles sous Lignieres. la foudre frnppo 
un pompier qui s'apprctoit a tirer une fusee para- 
grele. 

L eclair brule I'uiii droit de la victime. 

Almanach E.E. 


28 septembre 1967 

Dans I aube. quatre incendies provoqu^s par la 
foudre 6clatent en 12 heures : k Luyeres. Magn - 
court. Orvilliers et Villehardouln. 

Almanach E.E. 

V' aout 1968 

La foudre Incendie le grenier d'une maison au 
Hameau • Les Boullns •. pr6s de Maraye-en Othe 
Almanach E.E. 

2 aout 1968 

A Maraye en-Othe. la foudre provoque un lr- 
cendie dans une maison d'habitation. 

14 juin 1969 

Bar-sur-Aube. Dans cette locality, la foudre pro¬ 
voque un d^but d'incendie dans une maison 
Inhabit^e. 

Almanach E.E. 

16 juin 1969 

A Jeugny. la foudre tombe sur un arbre qui 
abritait un cultivateur et sa femme: ceux ci sont 
brCiies au deuxieme degr6. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

9 juin 1970 

En pleine null, k Bar-sur-Aube. la foudre pro¬ 
voque un Incendie dans une maison d'habitation. 
Almanach L. Ch. 

17 juin 1970 

La foudre provoque un incendie dans des depen¬ 
dences agricoles de Cussangy. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

23 mai 1971 

En pleine null, h Troyes, la foudre provoque un 
rave Incendie dans un pdte de vieilles maisons. 
ix personnes sans abrl. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

3 aout 1974 

A Marigny-le-Chdtel. la foudre tue trois per- 
sonnes : un cultivateur. sa femme et son fils de 
16 ans. Thierry qui dechargeaient de la paille dans 
la cour de la ferme du Moulin. 

La remorque et le tracteur sont embraa^s. 
M. et Mme Andrd Hazouard. respectivement dg^s 
de 46 et 44 ans. lalssent six orphelins. 

Almanach E.E. 

12 d^cembre 1974 ^ 

La foudre met le feu au campanile de I'^glise 
de Sainte-Maure. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

18 aoGt 1975 

Au cours d'un oraae. la foudre tombe sur le 
clocher de I'^gllse de Soulalnes. Ceiui cl prend 
feu Imm6diatement et s'^croule quelques minutes 
plus tard. dans une Immense gerbe de fiammes. 

L'^glise. datant du XVI* siecle. class^e monu¬ 
ment historique. est sauv^e. Le sinistre sera cir- 
conscrlt deux heures plus tard. 

C'est le deuxieme Incendie en un siecle. 
Almanach L. Ch. 

19 juillet 1976 

La foudre provoque I'Incendie d'une bergerie 
k Magny-Fouchard. DIx moutons out et^ carbo¬ 
nises. Le feu a ensuite gagne un silo a grains 
et une grange. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

10 juin 1977 

La foudre provoque I'Incendie d'une grange k 
Vou6. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

18 juin 1977 

Neuville-sur Seine. Un violent orage s'abat sur 
la region barsequanaise. Spectacle d'Apocalypse. 
la foudre frappe la venerable statue de NotreDame- 
deS'Vignes qui. depuis 1864. reposait sur la coionne 
qui avail et6 ^rigee k son intention, ia faisant 
litteralernent ^clater en rnorceaux. Etrangc menhir 
au sommet de I'^peron de Champbouton. la coionne 
continue k dnminer la vallee. 

Mais la vierge au Raisin n'est plus la pour benir 
• le vignoble environnant 

J.-P. Paitissi^. • L'Esl-Eclair •. 2 levrier 1978. 

20 juin 1977 

Troyes. Un orage dune extraordinaire violence 
provoque I'incendie d un grand inagasm et I ef- 
fondrement d'une maison ancienne. 

Almanach L. Ch. 

2 juin 1978 

La foudre provoque un debut d'lnceruhe dans 
un appartement du mail des Channilles. a Troyes. 
Almanach L. Ch. 
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TiioiiGirrs oi: tiik iiesgdaleii PiiKNOfn-rion 

F.rlin^ Strand 

Projoct Leader, Project Ilessdalen 

.. 

1/hat can the llessdals-phenoinenon, and similar phenomena in other parts 
of the v;orld, be ? Can they be a part of *otlier dimensions* ? Some 
scientists, working in astro-pliysics, liave claimed that tliere have to 
l)e 11 dimensions. They claim that it would not be possible to explain 
everything they see and measure in the universe without defining the'^e 
eleven dimensions. || 

Tf that is so, can it then be possible that the lIl'Os are normally a 
part of some of those seven otliers, tliose that we are not normally 
aware of - or that they use tliem for travelling ? This might explain 
tlioso reports where the witness claims that the IIFf)(s) 'suddenly 
ili sappeared * or * suddenly appeared * . We have two such reports from 
Ilessdalen. 

The fact is also that we have a lot of reports from Ilessdalen, but far 
fev;er from the surrounding countryside - even if the lIl^Os seem to be 
moving into tliat area. Maybe the UFOs just 'disappeared* before they 
reach that area ? 

Why were tliere so many UFOs in Ilessdalen ? Some claim tliat tliere is a 
connection between UFO sightings and movement and strain in the ground. 
If the lIl’Os are in the 'hidtlen* dimensions, and there is a gonnoctlon 
with the ground strain/movement, maybe we could find out more about the 
UFOs (and about some of those other dimensions) if we try to learn 
more about our own ground. Tn Ilessdalen we did not record any ground 
movement : all movements recorded had their centres in other parts of 
the world. But we did not measure strain. Strain usually occurs 
before the liiovement (or cpiake). Now we have recorded some small iiuakes 
in the Ilessdalen area : maybe there were strains in the area at the 
lime the UFOs were observed ? 

Tf these further dimensions exist, it may be that they can be uscnl to 
explain some of the other unexplained phenomena in the world. Many 
of those who worked with the llessdals-phenoiiienon experienced soiiie 
unexplained 'discoveries*. 

Sometimes T write about 'the l)l"0s* , sometiiaes about 'the Ilessdals- 
phenomenon*. To me they are the same thing : the reason why T gave 
it the other name was that most people misunderstoofl what 1 meant by 
*1[F0*, lUjt when T spoke of 'the Ilessdals-phenomenon* T ilicl not have 
to explain what I meant. 
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Ghost lights remain as Marfa^s top attraction 


By DENNIS STACY 

S^rUl io (be S(er*Tclr|ren) 

There Is not a whole lot to do In 
West Texas after the sun goes down 
and the stars come oul The radio 
sution in Alpine signs off the.air 
promptly at 6 p.m.. rain or shine, and 
wiih^t cat)le or a satellite dish, tele* 
vi.siofts still more of a miss than hit 
proposj£iQn. 

Of there’s McDonald Ob- 

servato|i'li%op Mount Locke, out¬ 
side Fo«D^'jis^ There you can go the 
last Wednesday each month* the 
weather willing, and peer through 
the University of Texas’ 107-inch 
telescope at remotecelestial objects 
millions of light years away. So pop¬ 
ular IS this activity, however, that 
reservations are required six 
months in advance. 

Then there are the Marfa Lights, 
ghostly globules of phosphorescent 
luminosity that hover and dance 
over the scrub brush dotting Mitch¬ 
ell Plat. Tourists and locals alike 
have been seeing and writing about 
the lights for more than a century. 
Tlie first recorded report was made 
hy rancher Robert Ellison in I8a3. 
the same year Marfa was named af¬ 
ter the heroine of a Russian novel. 
(Legend has it that a railroad execu¬ 
tive’s wife, passing time during a 
water stop, chose the name out of a 
bcHik she was reading.) 

Before the train and electricity, 
the lights contributed heavily to 
Mescalero Apache folklore — the 
lights usually playing the role of a 
heartbroken brave wandering the 
desert in search of his lost squaw. 
Ironically. Ellison at first thought 
the lights he was seeing in the dis¬ 


tance were Indian campfires. The 
Apaches could have told him better, 
but the two parties were hardly on 
the best of speaking terms at the 
lime. 

Since then, and despite a continu¬ 
ing controversy about whether the 
phenomenon even exists, the lights 
have proven to be Marfa’s most en¬ 
during tourist attraction. Students 
from nearby Sul Ross State Univer¬ 
sity in Alpine, have been known to 
hold "light parties’’ along US 90 be¬ 
tween the two towns. I . 

The preferred parking spot is^ 
near two concrete columns on the 
south side of the road, about five 
miles east of Marfa, which mark the 
entrance toan abandoned Air Force 
base. Pilots training there during 
the war were said, apocryphally. to 
have dropped bags of flour where 
thelights were seen. Nothing would 
be found the following day but a 
while spray of scattered flour, of 
course. 

An even taller tale has it that at 
least on one occasion a pursuing air¬ 
plane was led into a fatal crash by 
the mischievous lights. Supposedly, 
a pilot practicing night flying was 
led on a cat-and-mouse chase over 
the rugged terrain. At the last 
moment the light darted away in a 
sudden turn and the plane plowed 
into a mountain. 

More mundane accounts of the 
mystery tell of a yellowish ball of 
lighiabout thesizeof a basketball. It 
maydimand flare.hover.rearrange 
itself into several other luminous 
glot^sordancemadlylikea bounc¬ 
ing ball over the lyrics of an invisible 


song. For some reason, the lights 
seem to prefer an area aournd the 
Nopal Ranch, just south of US 90. 

TTie lights, although fairlyOeli- 
able. are not something by which 
one can synchronize a watch. Pat 
Ryan, editor of the Marfa Independ¬ 
ent, has gone into the brush several 
times in search of the lights. *Tve 
goneouttherewithsomeof the local 
experts." Ryan said, "but I've never 
seen anything yet. I think a lot of 
people are seeing car headlights on 
the Presidio highway." 

{lyan also warned against mistak¬ 
ing one of the numerous ranch night 
lights in the area for the Marfa 
Lights. For surters. those are a 
bright electrical blue and are sta¬ 
tionary. whereas the ghost lights 
tend toward a pale yellow and spo¬ 
radic movement. Ryan said he is not 
willing to rule out that something 
mysterious is happening on Mitchell 
Flat, only that he has never wit¬ 
nessed anything he could unequivo¬ 
cally say were the lights. 

Joe Skelton, of AJpine. who runs 
the Gulf station next door to the 
newspaper, ttid be had seen the 
lights on occasion, oncecounting as 
many as seven separate sources. The 
sighting that made him a believer, 
however, occurred one night be 
tween Van Horn and Marfa, as he 
and his wife were returning from El 
Paso. 

Skelton was driving. His wife was 
asleep in the front seat beside him. 
In the rear view mirror he saw what 
he thought was an ‘TS-wheeler too 
close for comfort.’* Skelton turned 
to look over his shoulder and: "Cone! 


Nothing! Ju.st like that." he said, 
snapping his fingers. Then he add¬ 
ed. ‘Those lights have made good 
Christians out of a lot of people who 
weren’t before." 

Aside from their proselytizing 
abilities, the lights also appear to 
have a crude capacity to interact 
with their human observers, either 
moving farther away as one ap¬ 
proaches. or disappearing. 

Another incident reported by 
Skelton is a case in point. He and a 
friend, following in a pickup, were 
on their way to a ranch they were 
working on near McDonald Obser¬ 
vatory. Both -vehicles were 
equipped with CB radios. Skelton 
saw a flash "as bright as a search¬ 
light’’ in the hills and picked up his 
hand microphone. "Hey! Did you see 
that?’’ he radioed his friend, and at 
that moment the light went ouL 

"We drove on a couple of miles 
and the exact same thing happened 
again. Soon as we’d sun ulking 
about it. it'd go out." Skelton said. 

Frank Tolbert, the late newspaper 
columnist of Dallas, noted a similar 
pattern. Tolbert, in the company of 
others, spied a bright light which he 
first thought to be Venus. But when¬ 
ever he stopped the car for a closer 
inspection and reached for his cam¬ 
era. the light winked out. 

Lack of a ready and simple an¬ 
swer. however, as the carrival man 
might have said, keeps the p)eople 
coming back. In March 19&4the Wa/i 
Sirec: Journal sent a reporicrdown 
toprowithelocal hauntsandcollect 


anecdotes. During the .same month 
Science S-.' dcvoied iLs "Mysteries’’ 
column to the Marfa Lights, again 
without resolving the issue. 

The article did briefly review the 
four possible scientific theories that 
have been put forward over the 
years to explain the lights — phos¬ 
phorescent minerals, methane or 
swamp gas: St. Elmo's fireta form of 
naturally occurring static electrici¬ 
ty); and headlights bent and refract¬ 
ed by temperature inversions. 

E^ch. of course, has its objections. 
Geologists have failed to locate any 
significant-deposits of phosphore¬ 
scent minerals in the area and the 
sur rounding counlry.sidc IS decided¬ 
ly lacking in swamps. Also, there 
does not seem to be any clear and 
obvious focal point for St. Elmo’s 
fire, which seems to prefer church 
steeples, lightning rods and ships’ 
masts. 
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As ha-e 

seen, hallucinations of realistic human figures are occasionally evolveii 
out of vague luminous forms, and some of the cases of hallucinatory 
lights suggest that the hallucination has been arrest-ed at this preli¬ 
minary stage, and has failed to reach a more definite form : e.g.^ No. 
408. 11 (see Proceedings S.P.R., VoL VI., p. 351). But there are 
other ca^es where the hallucinatoiy form is very definite and does not 
itself suggest that greater definiteness might, under different circurn- 
stances. have been attained. The onlv reason for regarding such 
haDucinations as undeveloped is that in some instances we seem to be 
able to tnice them Xm suggestion, ordinary or telepathic, and that the 
suggestion in question would naturally he expected, if it produced a 
hallucination at all, to produce a human figure. The following is a 
case in point. 

(191. 2.) From Miss Williams. 

“11, Cleveland-terrace, Coatham, Redcar, September 23rd, 1889. 

“I was living at home with my parents at Eston-in-Cleveland. There 
was a working man called Long living in the village, not far from our house, 
whose wife was taken ill. Dr. Fulton, who at that time was staying with 
us, came in one night between 9 and 10 o'clock and said Mrs. Long was 
dying. After that we sat talking over the fire a good while, and then my 
sister Isabella and I went off to bed. We slept in a back bedroom, and after 
we got to this bedroom I said, ‘ Oh, I’ve forgotten something in the large 
bedroom !’ To this latter I proceeded by myself, and, as I approached the 
door, Bometliing seemed to say to me, ‘ YouT see something of Mrs. Long, 
living or dead I ’ But 1 thought no more of this, and entered the bedroom, 
which I had to cross to the opposite end for what I wanted. VTien I had 
got the things in my hand, 1 noticed a lovely light hanging over my head. 
It was a round light—perfectly round. I had taken no light with me, but 
went for the things I wanted in the dark. I looked to see if there was an}’ 
light coming in from the windows, but there was none : in that direction 
there was total darkness. I grasped one hand with the other and stood 
looking at the strange light to be sure that I was not deceived and was not 
imagining it. I walked across the room to the door, and all the way the 
light was hanging between my head and the ceding. It was akm to the 
electric light : something of a cloud, though every part of it was beaming 
and running over with light. It left me at the bedroom door. On first 
seeing it a strange impression seized me. and after it left me I was so 
impressed that I could not speak of it to anyone for a day or two. I 
w'ondered at die time whether it had anything to dt with Mrs. Lone, and t »ii 
inquiry* I found that she died just about the time when I saw the light I: 
there was any difference. I judged it would be a little before, bur there 
would not be much in it. This would be about 11 p.m.. and about four 
years ago. Ir left an impression on my mind whicli I have never forgotten, 
and never shall foiget. Mrs. Long was nor ill many day.^-—abour rwo ..r 
three : she died rather suddenly. I v.’a.> ratiier inreresred in iier. I (iid n.-t 
set iier during her illness, hut had often seen her and talked ro iier 


I was perfectly well at the time, and was in no trouble or anxiety. My age 
at the time was 23. I have had no experience of the kind before or since. 
I .SAW no figure, only a lovely light. Before telling my sister I made her 
promise she would not ridicule me nor call me superstitious. 

“ To the best of my recollection this is a correct statement. 

“Maxt Helena Williams.” 

“ P.S.—The light which I saw w^is a palish blue. It emitted no rays, so 
that all the rest of the room was in darkness. It was wider in circumference 
than my head, so that as I walked I coidd see it above me without raising 
my head. As I left the room it remained, and when I looked again was 
gone. It was in a corner, where the darkness of the room was deepest and 
the least chance of illumination from the windows on the right and left, that 
I first saw it above my head. I had no fear, but a kind of sacred awe. 
The light was unlike any other that I ever saw, and I should say brighter 
than any other, or, at least, purer. Looking at it did^iot affect the eyes^ 
It was midway between my head and the ceiling.”^ 

The sister who was with Miss Williams at the time corroborates her 
account as follows ;— 

“ AnQMst 1891. 

I recollect my sister Lily seeing the bright light. When she came back 
to the room where I was she was quite pale, and sat down on the floor. She 
w'as so awe-struck that she did not tell us what she had seen till the next 
day. I remember that .a woman who lived near us died about the time my 
sister saw the hght, and that we connected the two circumstances together. 

“Isabella Fultok.” 

Here, the hallucination, if not due to a telepathic impulse, would 
seem to have been due to the occupation of the percipient’s mind 
with the^idea of the imminent death. Why, then, should it take the 
form of a light, unless this was, as it w^ere, a rudimentary condition of 
a hallucination which failed to reach the human form ? 

Among the lights in our collection, 9 are described as round or 
oval lights, or balls of light or fire ; of these 7 are connected by the 
percipients with some individual who is stated to nave died at or 
aooui the time or the experience. Of the remaining 8 cases of lights, 
TWO are described as columns of light, or luminous clouds about the 
height of a human being, 3 resembled bright points of light, as stars 
or candle names, and 3 appeared like a general glow of liirht. 
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Date of Si^htin^: 9-10-76 
Time: 0^.30 approx 
Duration: 3-5 mins. 
ObaervVirs: Andy Collins 

19fSt.Davids Way, 
Wickfordy Essex 


Tel: Wickford 4189 Tel: 01-593-4670 


Location: Warminster,Wiltshire 
Class: B3b 
lief: AC/148 

Barry & Steven Kin^ & Alan Dcnham(Friend of 
554,Goresbrook Road, Steves) 

Daf^e nil am, Essex 


On Friday 8th October myself and' the aforementioned members of the 
Dagenham Paranormal Research Grotip set out on one of our investigation 
visits,this time to Wi1tshire•Among the places on the visit were 
Stonehenge,Avebury,Si 1bury and Warminster•The trip was to last the 
whole weekend returning on Sunday evening. 

After driving constantly from London we arrived in Wiltshire during 
the early hours of Saturday morning and eventually found Warminster 
about 3 am.The idea was to aloep| in the car,so we ventured outside 
the town to find a suitable place to park.This was not as easy as at 
first thought as there appeared to be no laybys or suitable areas. 
Eventually about 3 miles to the north of Warminster we came to a 
staggered crossroads,to the left was Nortant Bravant and to the right 
was an unmade road without any signpost.As there was quite thick fog 
we could not see what was up the road but still decided on trying it. 

We ventured warily up the road knowing that it was either farmland or 
as we were close\to lmber,Army Ground.We were travelling at about 5raph 
up this road which was on a hill,keeping a watchful eye out for irrate 
farmers.On our left was a row of trees and behind them fields,to our 
right was a ploughed f ield,bordered from the road by a wall about 3 
feet high. 

Then at about 90°to the right of the car we caught sight of a very 
bright light source about 100 yards away and about 4 foot off the 
ground.lt was round in shape,about 8 ina.diameter,and brilliant white. 

It appeared to be jogging up and down and looked to be coming our way 
at about 5 mph.The ground nearby appeared to be illuminated by the 
brightness.Our immediate reaction being that it was a head lamp of a 
farmer on a moped come to throw us off his land.We carried on up the 
road keeping the light in sight.lt still seemed to be coming towards 
us and Jogging up and down as if it were a moped in a ploughed field. 

We speeded up a little and finally came to rest high above the field.The 
car was turned round and the light was watched again.lt now appeared to 
be behind a row of trees we had passed,trave11ing up the road.The road 
infact bent a litle towards the left from where we were.This appearance 
that it was travelling up the road was because the ball had appeared at 
this point,larger than before and higher off the ground. 

After watching it for about a further minute it was blocked out or 
discontinued in the trees on the other side of the road which was about 
120 yards away. 

Being so tired,we all thought there was nothing odd about this,still 
thinking it was a moped or motircycle.After settling down we all went to 
sleep without even thinking anymore about the light. 

Later on that morning after some breakfast we moved off in the car down 
the unmade road towards the area where the 'Moped'was seen.On reaching 
the point we stopped the car and got out to try and find any tyre marks 
that may have been 1eft.Studying the field there appeared to be only 
one place where the 'Moped'could have joined the road and this was a 
gateway about 15 feet across.The rest of the border was surrounded by 
this 3 foot high wall.Then on looking in the field which had been 
recently ploughed and was very muddy,no tyre marks at all could be seen. 
Neither in the field or between the gateway,nor was there any mud at all 
on or near the road. 

This incident was soon forgotten and the rest of (he trip went off quite 
8\ic c e H H f u 1 1 y although we had to return home ilue to bad weather and fatigue 
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on the Saturday nif^ht. 

No more vaa thouf^ht about the event until early January when 1 purchased 
a book by Warminster researcher, Ar thur Shuttlewood called 'The Flyinij; 
Saucerera•.For on Page 38 there described a phenomenon seen on a number 
of occasions nicknamed *The phantom motoreye 1ist'.This phenonenon had a 
remarkable similarity to the * Moped seen by us on 9th October 197^.After 
consulting with the other members that saw the light,ve decided that what 
was described in the book was the same or a similar type of thing as seen 
by ourselves.lt was then agreed that this incident should be recorded 
officially for future reference. 

Notes 

The weather was very foggy at the time with a cloudbase of not mor« than 
300ft.and a visibility of about 13Q yards.There was litlle or no wind and 
the ground was vet. 

Due to the fact that no noise could be heard in the still air,and no tyre 
tracks could be found,a motorcycle or moped now seems out of the question. 
The only other suggestion that comes to mind is ball lightning .But owing 
to the manoevres of the light and it*8 duration visible,this seems also 
out.There is no possibility that the light could have been a torch light 
owing to the emende power of the source,and again no visible tracks left 
in the field or gateway. 

Other than this,unless further imformation can come to light 1 can find 
no logical explanation for the phenomenon seen. 

Report Form Completed: 19-2-77 
Report Closed: 19-2-77 

Andy Collins 
19.St.Davids Way, 

Wick ford, 

Essex.SSll 8EX 
Tel: Wickford 4189 

For the Dagenham Paranormal Research Group. 
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SECTIONS SIGHTING DETAILS 

1. Locdlion;.. Grid Rel; . 

Nearest lown/villaije.A.'.rlf. County/district.J. i?.l 1.1.U.L. 

Date..day....!Xfjof.!AC.l.UJ»UAt.19. 7.6. 3. Time; from...(!.^.A.3.l) a.l<it7p*>i«./iHil9d«JVVnd<Jttighi 

until .a.m./p^^'.'/iniddaV/mlCJrtr^ht -^kJt^J^/dpprox. Timing method..•.AT.C.l). 

Duration; exact..UNKN.^IVi.N.or minimimT..3....M.Ly!T.L;>.maximum .. 

Any break in sighting.^^.9... 

Dimension'.. Jit\..A9..r.9.A.^..(distance) or angle subtended. 


2 . 


4. 


5. 

6 . 

7. 

9. 

10 . 


11 . 

12. 


13. 


Angular elevation: initiajj.Tr....V?. . .^ 

Rf>;uinn irTitial_. .final . .*“.7^... 


final..7.5.’.!.exact/approx. 

Bearing; initial..final. r./2 .iliIJiilCr/approx. 

Object at ground level8. Manner of disappeararice.....9.\*.M.1.^.9....!.!?.9.1^.^....A?!*.9/.!)!.L..9..^.9.!!.?..f..^.!^.U.!/^^ 
f’hotograph □ Radar □ Measurements made during sighting □ Occupants □ Artifact □ 

Effects-Psychological/physiological □ Animal □ Plants □ Electrical/magnetic □ Physical □ Rad -active □ 

Other.. (If questions 9 or 10 are ticked, also complete appropriate 

supplementary questionnaire) 

Most unusual feature of sighting. XnL..AANC K Ol* JVN 

Other witnesses; Number...X!.9.^.!!'.!^.Names, addresses and relationships. 

Il.AllPY M, S, STI:Vi:N KlK9,55'i G0Ul Sim()()K road, l)A(il.NllAM,hSSi:X 

.A^D* Fii iRwi) . 

a^jea(s); Nu,riberZMlLZ...r QDlour’ 

Sound.. Smell..Sharp/Hazy Outline 

Brightness....A.^....t.!!.A.X ...9.^...A. ^|9T01(C) C lib (lit M() 1 (compared to star, venus, moon, sun etc.) 

Describe any changes in above aspects....!..9.^.‘X.t.9.9.?^....X^Xi.X;:.*.A.‘5.1.'‘....?.N...k9..].9.!.lT.‘.^.!>.^.*5. 

If object(s) moved behind or in front of a known object, describe.. 


14. Sky and weather conditions: 


16. 

16. 

17. 


Clouds 


8 

□ Clear sky 

□ Scattered cloud 

□ Much cloud 
ED Overcast 
Type ^ 


Temperature 
. “C 

□ Cold 

□ Cool 

□ Warm 

□ Hot 


K'/’/icf 

Vel.m/kp.h 

El None 

□ Breeze 

□ Moderate 

□ Strong 

Corning from. 

Humidity; Dr7/Average/V^\ 

Base height B^JjliH/t^iirly'dr ifhl/Dull/tvViVi^lHtoark 

Other local conditions ..T.U.r.U.U...l.*.9.6.».y.J.$.l.!!.J.!.'.}..X.Y....A.9.(iy.T...15.9...X.A.U.9.*5. 

Artif.ciai.,yh,s.. 

Sighting through glass... Spectacles.!.V\!f.'.0....!.\.^..^.9...9.^.fJ'X 


Precipitatioft 
is Dry 

□ Light mist 
ED Fog 

□ Rain light/heavy 

ED Snow 

Visibility.m/yds 


Astronomical 
LD Stars 

□ Moon 

□ Planet 
ED Sun 

□ .N.BNK. 


other device.^1.9. or from inside vehicle.. 9.A.9.. ..E^^yiijipg N() . 

Witness rr>ove^rents.../Ey/...\^^T.l:^l■.^!:^’■:r?....X^f..9A!L.;^MyL!^*:.l‘;^9...A}:M...™ 


18. Atte,uiorr of wimess drawn lo object because...A.m>AKANCi: j)F...im i(il!;r .L IG!l^ 


19. Witness reaction. 


ALL WITNLSSKS TliOL'CllT LlGilT WAS I(rj\l)lAMI’ 01‘ AIMl!OACIIING N0lD:i) vlK' 


20 . 


21 . 


22 . 

23. 


What did the object resemble?..M.!/.A!.^,(;A^!j 9.!....;.^.9.^.9.!!.V.X.9..9.!.'. ^D) rf)lt(y'i(.' 1.1* 

And how was it different?.‘ 'N I* 

Unusual events durjn^ hour before sighting.. 

Durirrg sighting... 


Any tinre lapse or error, 
f 

V 




Previous knowledge or experience of UFOs. j.. .•..1. ^ ^ ^ ^ J'^Vi.SI JbATfiJl AND IlEShAUC I IFJf l’'()K 

^^iiL ,SAmi'['Vlir'U;K lU 


24. Witness qualifications or experience in observing. 
26. Vision or he.iring defect 


I'lll.SrMLJ) Vi:hY 'Xoh 


JIMII'V ! FM. WLAl : : : i.t i’Ai'l ' 


26. Any |)sychic experiences 


i 1N«; bM Y 


2 /. 

28. 


Any rei;ent medical treatment..*. 


•:r» 


Hepofl maile to any oflicial or the press/radio/1 V. 
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I.A iN A Til 111:. no I 


KN |{()|]Lt; 


li'rclair ni Imiilr (‘oiisliliu; iiiu'. dcs |»liis riirif.iisos 
iiiaiiilrslalioiis dc rhlcrlricili^. li\)liS(irvalioii si iiiU's 


n'ssaiiUi ('()iiiiiiuiii(|ihV. |»ar M. Vinlli^, a iiiuMlt^s drr- 
iiihrcs s«'uuic(;s dc rAc'adciiiiic dcs sciiaict^s, a 
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ili: iioiivraii ralhMilioii dii iiioiidc savaiil el im ile 
|diysiri(‘iis di*. Inns l(‘s |»ays a Irnuver la (1(1'dii 
inysli'ricMix |»rn- 
IdhiiH* |inse |»ar la 
iialiir(\ 

\iiisi (|M(‘ Ta 
lail nliscrvcr 
M. hail iniix, ON a 
|>rn d ’ n hse r v a- 
liniis irmilrs de 
|i In' llniii r ||(‘ 
a di's sa¬ 
il rsl r\\- 

«l 4‘ n I <I II r (s 
IiliSi'T\ a I iiiiIS sr- 
lairiil dll |i|iis 
uiainl liih*n'l <1 
aidri iiii iih dans 
iiii«‘ I ll'Ll!' iin siii 
a I I drniii\«*rln 
dr la Vi’nlr. 

(1 rsl |»niir nda 
i|iir j(! (rnis iiliL' 
d*a|)|»nrlrr iei Ir 
rrsiiine (run Tail 

|irrris, dniil innii |»rre, M. Lniiis Olln, in;{iniii‘nr, el 
linis |irrsniiii(‘s de ses amis, dniil jii |i()iirrais eiler 
les iinms, mil ele l(\s U^iiiniiis, il y a |ieii (raimrr.s, 
dans les ^nr^i'S dn Lnn|i, an innmmil de la (‘on- 
sirnelinn de. la vnie rmrec ipii relic lirasse a Nice; : 

(( I.e lein|is entail a rurage. he larj^es ^mnlles de 



Fig. I r glrlx^ (Ir l(.‘ii (l.dih hi 


|dnie emnineni^taimil li Ininher. Mmi |iere t*l ses amis 
dejennaienl dans mu*, dits salles de. I'linlel dits 

(( 11 nr es - d n - 
l.nn|i )), dniil la 
lenrlie riall nn 
\erU‘. Sn n d a i n , 
|innsse par inn* 
ralale, ml ^InLe 
dr Irll dr -I) rrii 
lillirllrs riiMion 
dr dianirlrr, |m' 
nr I I a dan s |.i 
|il(‘r(‘ (lii (‘I air III 
|(‘S milAIMN. I'a 
n il A niir Indlr dr 
saxiiii ll‘•a ir, |r 
^Inlir dr Irii, m* 
liidalK aiil diiiin* 
iinnil (I paiai.^ 
sani llnllrr daii> 
rallllnS|diri r, li| 
le In nr dr. I.i 
|iie(‘(i sans Inn* 
elier a anenn 
oitjcl (li}-. ti). 
(( Km|»nrle par iiii (‘onranl d air, ilressnrlil par la 
lenelia;, avanl(|ne mnii prn* (d ses amis, en prnie a 
line emnlinii Iden le^ilime, e.nssiail pn essaym* de, 
Inir. l/apparilinii avail dnrt^ (u^peiidanl Ih s(t(‘nndt*s. 

(( I.es (‘onvives siiivirnnl dn rei^ard la hnnie. mys- 
lerimise. (!liass(^e par le vent, idle Iraiuliil, en nne 


t «■ f l( 


































































rhinuto, la tlislance qui st^pare I’lioh;! «l»‘s roclicrs h ■ 
pic (|ui surploiiiliont Ic torreiU dii Loup. 

, ((. Urie 04plosion foruii«lulile roicniil, an inoincnl 
oil le lienrla les roclitii's (li”. I). lW;s gr(»n(lo- 

mcnls, paroils ^ conx qne |)rovo(pi(t no violinil coup 
(le tonnerre, (d»raul^!icnl I’espacc!. Piiis Nnil so, Inl : 
le globe de I'eii s’t^lail tivanoui. » 
t |)e ce fail prt^c^is, il y a des (anndnsions inhbes- 
sanies h lirer. l-a premiJsre esl qne I'energie »'‘l(ic- 
lVi(pie penl elre condensie sans I’inlei venlion d’an- 
cnn lien apparenl avec nn sididi'., sons forme de 
spll^^e IniniiuMille d'nne deiisile apparcnbe It pe.n pn'‘s 
egale h celle de I’ipr. 

La scconde esl qne le simple eonlael avee nn 
corps solide, eoimne la paroi d’nn loeher, snflil pour 
dt^lrnire les liens invisibles qni rnmnenl agregees b.'S 
moli^cides donl le groijpenienl eonslilne le meleore, 
ponr ronqne rib|nilibre dn sysleme el provoqner 
ijne (bbdiarge ilonl la violence esl i»lenliqne, ii j-elle 
dn lonnerre. L’eelair en boide in; sanrail elre 
mienx compare, ?imonavis, qn’h (|n(d(pn; rtnlonlabh; 
eombinaison cxolbermiqne donl la conslilnlion mo- 
b^cnlaire nous dcbappe el qni s«;rail, an poinl ib; vne 
pbysiqne, ee qne la imdinile esl an poinl de, .vne 
cbiiniqne. 

IMnsienrs (‘,x peri men lalenrs onl essayi^ de repro- 
(biire, dans les laboraloires, le enrienx pbenomene 
donl je viens de parler. 

An conrs de mes recberebes snr rebn lricite 
banle lension, j’ai ibbamverl nn proeede experinu'ii- 
tal Ir^s simple (pii permel (rallinndn;, dans line c(;r- 
laine' iliesnnV, le resnilal cbercbe. 

II siiffil ponr (‘.ela de disposin' parallelemenl, a 
line dislance de millimelriis environ, dtoix lann!s 
nuHaHiqncs el de les porlt'r ?i nn poh'iiliid eleve 
(olM)OO volls environ). Dans ces condilions, ridllnve 
lie jaillil pas; inais, d^s qne la lension depassi; line 
limile diHermiiiei;, nn pelil globe, de fen prmid nais- 
saiice, snrmonlt^ de llamim'.s ninlliples, el se pro- 
mene, avee nn sifllemenl parlieidier, enin; l(;s dmix 
lames inelalliqiies. Kn disposanl rexperienee d'nne 
maniere analogue, niais en s('‘paranl les dmix lames 
condiiclrii'es par nn dit^bn'lriqne on en mnnissanl 
line des plaques imMalliipies d’nne sib ie de, poinles, 
on oblienl nn efllnve violacd dn pins bel idlel, avee, 
degagemenl abondanl d’ozone. Maiiihs Otto, 
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STRANGE LIGHT PHENOMENON OBSERVED AT SAARIJARVI 

Date: Monday 29 July 1985 
Time: 12.00 pm 

Place: Saarijarvi in the vicinity of the town Mahlu, central part of Finland 
Witnesses: Olavi Schroderus and Erkki Nieminen 

Nature of sighting: Strange sparkling light spot with a light column 

Here is the story told by the observer: 

”It was Monday 29 July 1985. I, Olavi Schroderus, and Erkki Nieminen 

were in Erkki's summer cottage during that evening. The weather was calm, very cloudy 

and dark. We were sitting inside the cottage, watching I’V and eating sausages. The time 
was around 10.30 pm when I went outside in order to move my car from the road. The road 

was going through the ^ard of the cottage, so if people should be able on drive to the 

other cottages nearby, I had to move it. I finally parked the car to a place some AO m 
from Erkki's cottage. At that time, nothing unusual could be observed. 

At Erkki's cottage the forest road brandies off to the shore of Lake 
Kalajarvi and goes on to the other cottages. 1 placed my car on the road that leads 
directly to the shore. Because the electric current to the movable TV-set was becoming 
inadequate, we had to take the accumulator from Erkki's car. To be able to put the lights 
on also in the cottage I had to move my car again to the grass in the yard of the cottage. 
I went to move my car at about 12.00 pm. ^ 

When I was walking towards the car, I noticed on the left hand side of the 
forest road, some 16 m away, a reddish, strangely sparkling ligiit spot on the ground. 

It was about 0.5 m in diameter. I stopped at once and tried to look for the origin of 
the light. However, I couldn't see or hear anything. I thought perhaps that the light 
might be coming from the Lake Kalajarvi. After having been looking around for some 15 
seconds, I started to carefully approach the sparkling light on the ground. When 1 came 
to a distance of 2 m, I observed that the light was coming down in tapelike sections 
from an altitude of some 3 m. Thus, the light was not coming from the lake. Again, I 
made a halt, listening, but couldn't hear anything special. Then I carefully approaclied 
the liglit spot on the ground. Immediately, I began to search for warmth with my hands. 

I was greatly astonished when I couldn't feel any raise in temperature from the spark¬ 
ling spot. After having confirmed this, at once I put both hands in the bandlike stream 
which was flowing from above. All of a sudden, the light clung to my hands while spark¬ 
ling, and I became enormously scared. I tried to shake it off and rubbed my hands 
together, but it just spread around. I couldn't feel it at all, however, it didn't have 
any weight, it didn't burn, and I couldn't sense any smell. When I couldn't feel the 
light in any way, I dared to take more of it in my hands, taken from about 20 cm off the 
ground, where the light was more dense. Then I started to run towards the summer cot¬ 
tage with the light sparkling in my hands. 

When I was running I held the palms of my hands upright and observed 
that the light didn't react to the stream of air, caused by my running. When I reach¬ 
ed the porch of the cottage, I shouted loudly: "Look Erkki, something strange is taking 
place on the road". I stormed inside and Erkki was quite perplexed and couldn't say any¬ 
thing. 1 explained ^hat more of this sparkling thing in my hands was up there on the 
road, and that I could not feel it in any way in my hands. Still, Erkki was quiet. 

When I was showing my sparkling fingers, I streched them a bit, causing 
an increasing distance between them. Hence, I observed that it still sparkled from 
fingertip to fingertip; a distance of some 5 mm. However, it was not very much compared 
with the light outside which was about 3 m. The tops of the bright areas were not point¬ 
ing upwards, as normal flames of fire do, but were instead blazing between the fingers. 

On the fingertops the bright areas pointed out from my body. The bright light didn't 
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light up the cottage at all. The brightness began to vanish by and by from my fingers 
after some 30 seconds, and at last it disappeared completely. 

Immediately, I went out to reinvestigate the light phenomenon on the 
forest road, but it too, had disappeared. Erkki didn't follow me outside, but looked 
through the window, even if he was looking in the wrong direction. He didn't see me, 
because of the darkness. I tried to listen and see something in the darkness of night 
perhaps for five minutes, but nothing happened. At last I dared to go to my car, but I 
was quite afraid. I backed my car to the cottage yard. 

During the evening we were thinking what really had taken place. I could 
not sleep well that night. In the morning we investigated the area where the light phe¬ 
nomenon was seen, but there was not trace of any kind to be found. It was raining 
a little in the morning. After I had told about the matter at home, we came back on 
Tuesday (30 July) at the same point of Lime, together with other persons, but nothing 
happened. 

On Wednesday, I called several professois at the Biological institute 
and Institute on environmental research at the University of Jyvaskyla. They could not 
give me any complete answers directly. However, they suggested two possibilities, 
namely fireflies and a kind of luminous bacteria. A firefly emits pointlike light, 
whereas the light from bacteria is yellow-green. Tliese plienomena, however, are observed 
mainly around the equator, so they are not satisfactory as an explanation to these 
phenomena**. ' i 



Olavi Schroderus showing his 
hands. 


Investigations 

Lasse Ahonen from The UFO Research of Finland visited the observation 
place together with Olavi Schroderus 10 August 1985. The place where the light spot had 
been, is the left hand side of the forest road, seen from the cottage. Nothing could be 
seen on the ground where the light spot had been. There were several ant paths on the 
place, and the small insects seemed to move as usual. 

The'first observation was made from a distance of 16 m, when only a 
clearly contrasted reddish light spot was seen on the ground. The diameter was then 
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50 cm and the thickness 2-3 cm. ' ?.ny 

When the observer had approached the light spot to a distance of some 
2 m away, some kind of light pillar ca. 3 m high, could be seen. Where the light was 
coming from is unknown, because nothing particular could be seen above the light 
pillar. The light simply ended at a height of 3 m. It seemed to come down in bandlike 
wedges. The light on the ground was so dense or so bright that the ground couldn't be 
seen behind it. On the other hand, the trees behind the light pillar could be observed 
Even if the light on the ground was bright, it was not dazzling, however. 

The branches of a nearby spruce were very close, but not inside the 
light pillar. The branches of the trees or the heather close to the light spot on the 
ground were not lit up. ' 

When the light grabbed the hands of the observer, it didn't illuminate 
the arms at all. The light was only on the bare skin. The shoes of weren't uplit 
either, despite being just beside of the light spot. He did not get any aftermath; 
like eczema, illness or else. The light spot was stationary during the entire time of 
observation. The time totalled 1-2 minutes. 

During the observation the weather was cloudy, very dark and completely 
without winds. No thunder could be detected; the temperature was about 10 C. 

What caused this phenomenon is still unexplained. It can hardly be an 
electric phenomenon caused by some manmade electric device, because there is no 
electricity or power lines in the vicinity. No reflecting objects of any kind were 
visible, either. 


Translation by lleikki Virtanen. 



Source ; 

** Ultra Magazine* * no. 10 1985. 
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Inforinatlon Submitted to '*130LIDli]'*, WYUWHG- April I 966 

Sectionl; Brief undetailed reports all of which are classified Insuff Bata, 

1 ) Date: 25 /IO /66 
Time: 02:35 G.M.T. 

Location: Lidget Green,Bradford,W.Yorks 
No of witnesses: Twa 

Report : One witness observed an orange oval surrounded by red iights.The other 
witness saw an orange cone hover over Bradford for five mins before disappearing. 

2 ) Date: 25/8/76 
Time: 25:55 BST 

LOC: Allerton,Bdfd,W.Yorks 
No of Witnesses: One 

Report :Witness was driving home when she saw a strange orange light in the sky, 
on looking closer she saw it was high and flying saucer shaped. 

5 ) Date: 15/4/81 
Time: 21:40 BST 

Loc: Idle, Bradford, W. Yorks, England. 

No of witnesses: Two 

I^eport :A strange bright yellow/orange ball was seen over Idle cricket field.lt 
was silent in the clear sky .The full moon and Jupiter were nearby .The witnesses 
saw the object move up and down in a zig zag fashion.At tirnes points of white 

light came out of it and melted back into the object.lt then stppped,became bright 

yellow and flew off towards Bradford Town Centre. 

4 ) Date: I 5 / 4 /QI 
I'ime: 21:45 BST 

ICC: Idle, Bradford ,W. Yorks, Eng land. 

No of witnesses: Two 

Report : The witnesses saw a reddish/yellow ball in the sky from the window of 
their top flat. It looked like it was on fire and lit up the whole sky around.At 

times it had a spotlight coming from it but made no noise.Both witnesses watched 

this for five minutes before it moved awajr. 

5 ) Bate:9th March I 9 Q 4 
Time: Unknown (nightime) 

location: Bank Top, Horton, Bradford, West Yorkshire, Erg land. 

No of witnesses: Two 

Repc;)rt: Two witnesses observed an orange flame coloured object over Bank Top 
Reservoir in Bradford.lt was observed only for a split second before it dis^jppeared. 
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6) Date; ICnd August 197^* 

Time: 04:00 BST 

Log: Peel Park,Bradford,W.Yorks,land. 

No of witnesses: one. 

Report : The witness,a photographer,observed a yellow/orange ball of light 
travelling North to South.lt was high in the sky.It travelled smoothly and 
slowly.The witness felt a sense of calm and amazement.He also felt what he 
claimed wjis a time displacement which made him feel uneasy.The object continued 
on its course until lost from view. 

7) Tlite: la^t week Sept,- 5rd week Oct. 197b 
Time: 07:1b BST 

loc: Between Bingley and Keighley,West Yorks,England. 

No of witnesses; one. Same witness as above. 

Hejx^rt ; The witnes^ was travellir^ on a bus and was lookirg over the valley in 
Denho lme,W. Yorks wiien he saw a similar object to what he iiad seen a few weeks 
previous (see above account) .‘I’he object w^is identical in appearance but seemed 
to ^lave a lighter colour of wh i te/ye 1 low.Tiie sky was clear and the object was 
travel I irg West to Gast just above the iiorizon.It was observed for about ^0 
seconds before it went out of sigiit as tiie Bus tui’ned a bend.Tiie object was 
last seen goirg toward Cottingley Woods and disappeared behind tiie trees. 

8) Date: September I 98 O 
Time: Approx 21:50 BST 

loc: Illingworth, Halifax, W. Yorks, Gng land. 

No of witnesses: 4 

ReiX)rt : The witnesses were travellirg' iiome in their car in a Northerly diraction 
wiien they saw an orange ball of ligiit over Ogden 14oors,Halifax.They stopix^d 
tiie car to observe tiie light yhich was stationary througiiout the sight irg.Tiie 
ligiit was observed for about ten seconds before it just vanished.The witnesses 
estimated tiie light to be about a mile away and about 5/400ft above the iiorizon, 

The weatiier conditions for this time were overcast,coo 1 and dry. 

9 ) llite: 15tii September I 985 
Time: 04:00h BST 
Loc: Dr igiiouses,York, ICngLand. 

No of witneSvSes: Two 

Report: Tiie witness got up to let out her cat and looked yp at tiie stars when 
she observed a large soft orange/yellow siiape (ball) moving across tiie sky from 
tiie rbrthWest to the Soutiifest .The witness then awoke her husband who also 
observed tiie ball of light and they watched it for about 15 minutes in total 
travellirg across tiieir field of view before disappearing over the iKirizon roiseleas 










Page three; 


lO) Date; April 1970. 

Time: 01:00 BST 

Lac: Rombalda Moor,nr Skipton,N.Yorkshire, HIng land 
of witnesses; Two 

Report : The witness was awoken from her sleep by a high pitched whineir^ 
sound.I'hinkirg the noise could be an indication of an accident on a nearby 
railway line she roused her husband whio went to look out the window facing 
East .Both witnesses saw a ‘*very bright ball of light'* which hovered at a 
height of about 200feet above the Moorland and which appeared to be solid. 

The object was at an estimated distance of one and a iialf to two miles. 

The witnesses had a clear view of the object due to the calm and clear 
weather conditions.lt reinained stationary for about half an hour before 
suddenly rising-and flyirg away at speed and was out of view after approximately 
three seconds.As it disappeared from view,the whinirg noise also faded as 
object flew away until neither the object nor noise could be heard.Colour 
is unknown. 
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Section two: Sightinga in this section have all received LbJVBL A Investigations 
and as such have Evaluations designated by the West Yorks UFO Reaaearch Group: 
The crises are however shortened but anyone requiring further information on the 


‘^full rep#^;ta Qan,pbtain^this from'WYUlDHGs address quotir^ the case reference 
number• 


Case Report No I t VYUTORG Ref: WY/009 

Winter I 942/3 
Time; 19: OOh GOT • 

Location: Scholes,Leeds,Weat Yorkshire,England, 

O.S.Map Reference: 37^)377 — Sheet Number 104 
Report details : 

The witness was returning home from the Railway Station at about 19: OOh GOT when 
as she neared home she^ noticed a flame red ball travellirg over the rooftops of 
the houses.The object came from the North East and was approximately forty or 
fifty feet high.The object suddenly descended and came to rest about six feet 
above the ground in a hoverir^ position about 75yards from the witness.The witness 
could rx>w see the object was a duller red than kiad first been evident and also it 
was slightly oval with a diameter of approximately 12feet,It was^also evident ttot 
the ball of light now appeared to be of solid nature and seemed to be lit from 
within,Suddenly witiK)ut warning the object shot off at tremendous speed in a South 
Hkst direction towards Garforth disappearir^ in a matter of seconds as it climbed 
high into the sky. 

Witness deatils : Female aged 41/2 time of sightir^,Ha3 a vivid memory and has 
undergone many notable paranormal experiences in her life,These included a hazy 
timeslip into the future (at time it was about I 909 and the timeslip the witness 
now thinks took her to about the 19bOs/70s) and a very vivid Out Of Body Experience 
which occured around 1911 * 

Eva luation : Probable UFO. (UAP/WED), 
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Case Heport No2 ; WYUliORG Hef: WY/029 

Date: June/July 1979 
Time: i^2:00h approx - B3T 

Location: Hrighouae,West Yorkshire,England - 
O.S. Hef: 147 228,Sheet No: Brighouse 12 

Re{X)rt Details : The witness Mr A was returning hoine.The weather was a typical 
hot summers day;dry and calm.His attention was drawn to an object in the eky.lt 
was a ball of light about the same size as the Sun and at least as bright,reddy 
orange in colour travellirg from the South or Southli^at to the North or Northwest 
at an approximate elevation of fifteen degrees•Behind the object stretched a vivid 
green trail "for miles".The witness watched the object move slowly for about one 
minute during which he heard no noise.Once over the town the object appeared to 
hover over the Canal ^sin for about JOseconds before suddenly movir^ off to the 
North or Northb^st at a fantastic spped until it disappeared from sight.Total 
duration was between one to one and a half mirmtes.Points to rK)te are:l) The objeet 
was travellirv^ along a valley with a fault line. 2) The valley contains a great Kiany 
high voltage power lines* }) The object appeared to follow the line of a canal/river 
syatem and the point where the object liovered is above the Canal J:)asin. 


Kvaluation; UNKNOWN - Probable LPl'S/UAP. 



Case Report No3 :WYUI>DRG Case Ref: WY/))008 

l)ate:22nd August 1982 
Time: 10:40h BST 

location: Norland Moor,Sowerby Bridge,West Yorkshire,bingland. 

Report Details : The witness,Mr B, was in his house when he observed an object over 
the river Ryburn.The object dipped slowly behind some trees to the left of the river 
The witness waited for the object to reappear and after a few moments it did so as 
an apiarently bright lightsource once again.Altliough the witness had a very clear 
view of the object he coilld only see what looked like an "incandescent ball of light 
and could rwt see any definitive shape.As the object reappeared it moved slowly up 
the valley (North) just above the trees and followed the course of the River Hyburn. 
As the object moved North still slowly followir^ the river it seemed to get higher 
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• .•••• in the sky .After about ttiree minutes the object had moved a considerable 
distance down the valley so the witness witness- moved to his sons bedroom for 


a better view of the object (by now Mr B had alerted his wife and eighteen year 
old son to look at the light).The witnesses continued to observe the object until 


it moved out of sight after about five minutes in the direction of Sowerby Bridge. 
The witnesses described the object as a ball of glowir^ light which seemed dazzling. 
On occasions there appeared to be a flat bottom with a brownish orange color to it. 
The object was estimated by the witness to be no larger than about five feet in 
diameter when first observed at a distance of IBOyards.Overall coloring ?f object 
was described as glowirg white light.There was no sound througtout the whole of 
the sightirg. 

Bvaluation; UNKNOWN - Probable LITS/UAP 


\ . 


( 


/ 



\ 












C)Ui^f\^OS 

Nlo 22, C '^7^3 

OVNI-SEISMES 

LES OVNI 
SONT-ILS DECLENCHEURS 
DE S^ISMES ? 

Le 9 octobre 1977, entre 19 h.30 et 23 h. 
30. leciiSteau de la Roche Courbon (Chaientes 
Ma(itifiies) devenait le th^5lre d'un spectacle 
insolite. Trois OVNI ^voluent autour decelui 
ci et ce. durant quatre heures ! 

II ^tait environ 19 h.30 lorsque Madame 
Roussel, employee au chSteau et habitant a 
"La Cf^evrerie", aper^oit soudain "une giosse 
^toile qui monte et descend dans le ciel en 
s'imrnobilisant par instant". 

Dans le m^rne temps. Mile Marie Lise 
Guilbaut. 13 ans. qui se trouve dans la cour du 
chateau voit. elle aussi. juste au-dessus de la 
grande all4e centrale qui se prolonge dans la 
foret, apr^s le pare, une autre "grosse etoile" 
blanche, tr^s brillante qui se dirige rapidement 
dans sa direction. Les formes de I'objet se 
pr^cisent tr^s vite. il se pr^sente sous I'aspect 
d'un globe blanc ^blouissant. entour^ d'un 
disque qui change constamment de couleur. 


etude 

de la C. E. OURANOS 


passant alternativement du rouge au jaune. du 
vert au bleu, puis au blanc. Parvenu ^ I'or^ede 
la fojet, I'objet s'immobilise Ses dimer^sions 
apparentes sont celles de la pleine Lune 

Par une fenetre du chateau, orient^e d 
I'oppos^ de cette observation, la mere de la 
jeur^e fille. Mme Guilbaut. apergoit quant d 
elle un troisi^me objet qui s'^loigr^e dans le 
ciel. 

Les OVNI finissent par se reg^ouper ^ haute 
altitude et restent encore visibles jusqu'a 23 h. 
30. puis disparaissent vers le Nord Est. 

Le lendemain. e'est-a dire le 10 octobre 
1977 ^ 19 h.30. les OVNI r^apparaissent. mais 
cette fois ils sont au nombre de quatre. group^s 
et ayant I'apparence de grosses ^toiles tr^s 
brillantes Ils entourent le chateau sans jamais 
se rapprocher puis s'^loignent. de nouveau, 
vers le Nord Est. 

Moins de huit heures apr^s la fin de I'obser¬ 
vation du dimanche 9 octobre. exactement ^ 
7 h. 06 ce lundi 10. un bref grondement couvrit 
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I le tfjriiiciire des Charentes Maritimes durant 
i que.lques secondes. L'Institut de Gr^optiysique 
de Strasbourg confirma qu'il s'agissait biett 
d'un tremblernent de terre. de magnitude A.b 
sur r^chelle de Richter et dont I'epicentre se 
situait ^ environ 2 kms de la cote de I'lle 
d'Ol^ron. 

Par la suite. Monsieur Ren^ Samson, enque 
teur de la Commission OURANOS. loit une 
constation troublante. En reprenant loutes les 
observations d’OVNI qui se sont d^roulees 
sur les Charentes Maritimes durant I'ann^e 
1977 et en pointa^t soigneusernent celles ci sur 
une carte geologique. il s'aperr^oit que I a 
Roche Courbon rist situ^e sur le Syrrdinal 
compris entre deux failles g^ologiques. 



Ouelques jours auparavant, le 1 8 septernlrre, 
il y eut un atteirissage ^ Verri^res. un petit 
village situ4 sur la faille de Cognac, et le 13 
octobre une observation a Royan vient de 
nouveau se situer sur une faille geologique Le 
19 novembre. un OVNI de grandes dimensions 
est observe au-dessus de Saint-Denis d'Oieron. 
Cette observatiort s'aligne sur la faille Sud de 
I'epicentre des scjcousses sisrniques. Au debut 
de I'annee 1978. le 19 janvier. un OVNI est 
encore observe dans le ciel de la Rochelle, 
juste sur la grande faille Nord. 

Est-ce e dire (lu'il existerait une relation de 
I cause e effet entre les s^ismes et certairrs 



































pf^^noni^nes celestes assimilables aux OVNI ? 
Ouelques membres de la C.E.O. se sont 
pench^s sue la question et, bien qu'il soit 
encore trop tftt pour en lirer une conclusion, 
on peut dire qu'il pourrait effectivenient, 
^ I'analyse des tails, exisier une correlation 
etroite entre certains s^ismes et des appari¬ 
tions d'OVNI. 

Des phenomenes celestes lumineux ont ete 
vus par de nombreux temoins. avant. pendant 
et apres des secousses sismiques. 

Ainsi. lors du s^isme d'Agadir (ville edifiee 
sur une taille geologique). plusieurs personnes 
virent en t^vrier 1960 une enorme boule lurni 
neuse traversant le ciel de la ville. alors que la 
puissante secousse venait de tout aneantir sous 
une apocalypse de pierres. Cette boule sernlilait 
venir de la nier et les bulletins d'information 
de rO.R.T.F. de I'epoque signalerent que "les 
l^inoins sortis de chez eux, au moment merne 
de la secousse. auraient vu une grande lueur 
au large d'Agadir. 

Fin novembfe 1967, un OVNI survolait 
le Mont Konovi, ainsi que les villes de Piistiria 
et Sofia, en Yougoslavie. Le survol de I'OVNI 
suivait la ligne de fracture dans I'axe NOS E. 
des Balkans. Le 30 novembre 1967, d 8 h.24, 
un violent s^isme se fait sentir dans la zone 
situ^e par les villes de Debar. Tatovo, Skoplje. 
Pesikopija. Kicevoet Struca. 

Au Nord Est de I'Australie. une s^rie de 
tremblements de terre fut enregistr^e le 28 
septembre 1969. Les secousses ^taient accom- 
pagn^es de nombreuses explosions et de 
myst^rieuses lueurs vertes dans le ciel. 

A deux reprises, au matin du 9 f^vrier 1971. 
la terre tremble dans le Sud de la Californie. 
Los Angeles et toute la banlieue furent forte- 
ment ^prouvfe lors de la premiere secousse. 
Lois de la seconde. qui eul lieu deux heures 
plus tard et qui toucha plus essentiellemenl la 
p^ripli^iie de la ville. de nombreux t^moins 
oculaires rappod^rent la presence de plusieurs 
lueurs dans le ciel 

En 1930. un violent tremblement de terre 
secoue le Japon et plus de 1 500 personnes 
constat^rent la presence de "lueurs dans 
le ciel". 

L'apparition de "boules lumineuses" et de 
"lueurs dans le ciel" a depuis longlemps ^t^ 
rapport^e par des t^moins au cours de s^ismes. 
Ce n'est qu'en recherchanl parmi des milliers 
d'observations que Lon se rend compte de ces 
manifestations qui semblent €tre mises de 
c6t^ par manque d'int^r§t. Tr^ peu d'organes 
d'information en ont diffuse les cas et dans 


ces ^ventalit^s I'importance de leurs commen- 
taires se trouve minimis^e 

Charles Fort, dans son ouvrage "Le livre 
des Damn^s". relate de nombreux cas de trem¬ 
blements de terre en correlation avec "de 
mysterieux met^ores lumineux. Ainsi; 

— Le 4 novembre 1732; s^ismes en Suisse 
precedes par un "meteore aveuglant". 

— Le 22 mai 1732; en Souabe. "Lair fut 
traverse de brumes epaisses e travers 
lesquelles on apercevait une pale lueur. 
Plusieurs jours avant la secousse. on avail 
vu des "globes de feu". 

— Le 7 juin 1779; des secousses sismiques 
sont precedees de "globes lumineux" qui 
evoluent dans leciel de Boulogne 
— Le 9 novembre 1819 le Canada et le 
Nord des U S A sont survoles par des 
"lumi^res dans les nues" et suivies par 
la chute d'une n^atiere n#ire apres une 
secousse sismique 

— Le 22 novembre 1821; a Naples, un 
rn^t^ore lumineux "suit la m^me trajec 
toire qu'une secousse tellurique". 

— En 1863; ph^nom^nes lumineux dans le ■ 
ciel lors du tremblement de terre de 
I Manille. 

I — Les 12 et 13 f^vrier 1873 s^ismes et 
I "corps lumineux". ^ 

Dans les textes d'un fascicule depose a la 
Biblioth^que de Marseille, en relatant le trem 
blement de terre du 20 mars 1812 survenu 
dans le Sud de la France, a Beaurrront. un 
certain J M. Robert fait ^tat de ph^norn^nes 
' luminebx qui se sont manifestos plusieurs fois 
dans les communes voisiries de cette localite 
Le texte fait mention de "... phOnornertes qui 
se sont manifestos notammenl entre Manosejue 
et Villeneuve d'Apert"; "phOnomOnes si 
effrayants que sept voyageurs qui Otaient 
dans la voiture de Digne ont prOfOrO s'arreter 0 
la mauvaise auberge des Quatre lours, plutot 
que d'aller coucher 0 Manosque. A I'approche 
de la voiture. ce ballon lumineux qui voltigeait 
sur le chemin s'esl divisO en quatre feux. et 
alors la vue des voyageurs s'est tellement 
troublOe qu'ils ont cru voir danser autour 
d'eux quatre hommes enfermOs dans une 
grande lanterne. A Ste-Tulle el 0 Manosejue. 
une grande clartO ressemblarrt 0 une auroie 
borOale fut aperr^ue cornme suspendue dans les 
airs, pendant quelques minutes". 

Le texte parle Ogalernent de fails qui se 
sont dOroulOs le 30 mars 1812 vers 8 heures 
du soir; "un grand mOtOore lumineux fut 
visible depuis Marseille jusque Gap. mais 0 
Beaumont. 0 Ste Tulle, 0 Manosque et 0 St 





Michel, il affecta diff^rentes directioris et 
acquit I'apparence et I'^clat d'une vaste lour 
enflamm^e". 

Au regard de tous ces faits. on constate 
ind^niahlernent que des relations existent 
entrecesph^nom^nes et certains tremblements 
de terre De ces quelques exemples de correla¬ 
tions. nous pouvons. au moins. conclure ceci; 

1) Nous constatons I'existence d'une simulta- 
neite entre certains s^ismes et une categorie 
particuliere de phenomenes lumineux dont 
I'existence. etudi^e de fa(;on intermittente 
par quelques auteurs disperses, a ete reprise 
et etudiee par Charles Fort, mais ne semble 
jan^ais avoir ete prise en consideration par 
les scientifiques. 

2) Ces "boules" ou "n^eteores lumineux" 
survolent peu avant, ou peu apres, les ?orjes 
de fractures ou de failles geologiques. 

3) Ces phenofTienes lumineux ne sont signaies 
que dans certainscas de "secousses locales". 

Haroun Tazieff parle egalement de ptieno 
menes lumineux lors du tremblement de terre 
ci'ldu (en 1930). darrs son ouvrage "La Terre 
tremble", mais s'agit-il de phenomenes de 
meme nature ?; 

"Ce fut lors du seisme d'Idu que les pheno- 
m^nes lumineux si souvent d^crits par 
les ternoins de grandes secousses furerq 
observes par des scientifiques. Jusqu'alors, 
malgr^ I'abondance des t^moignages, on 
doutait de la r^alit^ de ces Eclairs longs, de 
ces boules de feu. de ces raies irradi^es. de 
ces faisceaux. de ces draperies aux teintes 
et aux intensit^s diverses". 

Des recherches. effectu6es notamment 
par des chercheurs japonais. ont pu mettre 
en Evidence que des variations r^gionales 
du champ magn^tique terrestre precedaient 
toujours less^ismes Les Etudes sur la provision 
de tremblements de terre ont confirm^ Lappa 
rition de puissants champs rnagn^tiques lors 
de compressions internes intenses dans la zone 
fiypocentrale. Ainsi. lors du seisme du lac de 
Kerkario- au Japon (en 1938). les mesures 
magn^tiques effectu^es indiqu^rent Lexister^ce 
d'une tr^s importante anomalie magn^tique 
Alors que des mesures ^taient r^^dit^es un an 
plus lard. Lanomalie n'apparaissail plus. 
Nous savons aussi que les OVNI engendrent 
des perturbations magn^tiques sans doute liees 
d leur mode de propulsion. Existerait-il un 
lien entre certains mouvements tectoniques et 
certaines manifestations d'OVNI agissant en 
des endroits de failles geologiques ? Ou est ce 
les mouvements tectoniques qui inquietent les 


occupants de ces engins ? Dans ce dernier cas. 
leur action est elle de limiter les effets de ces 
mouvements telluriques ? Dans d autres cas. 
renorme ^nergie produite par ces rnouvemerns 
internes est elle susceptible de provoquer ur^ 
certain type de ph^nom^ries rraturels rron 
encore identifies ? Autant de questions qui 
rnerlteraient une ^tude aitentionn^e. cat non 

moins Inqui^tant est I'intensification et la 
succession des secousses sisrniques depuis ces 
derni^res anrt^es. le long de la ligne de fiar ture 
terrestre. Intensification qui sentble bien etre 
en ^trolte correlation avec des observations 
d'Oljjets Volants Non Identies. 

Le Cofnii4 de Id C.t. OUHANOS 


/ 
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MARY KINGSLEY'S OBSERVATION 


Ilioiiglit you mlglit be interested in tills passage I came across In 
Mary Kingsley's Travels i n We st A fr ica (London, Virago Press, 1982 (from 
a turn-of-the-century original edition), p. 25A. Ms, Kingsley was on an 
1895 exploration at Lake Ncovl between the Ogowe and Rerabwe rivers, then 
In the region of the Niger Protectorate and Gabon, when she went out at 
night alone to bathe and canoe on the lake waters. Then: 

** 1 saw a strange thing happen. Down through the forest 

on tlie lake bank opposite came a violet ball the size of a 
small orange. V/lien it reached the sand beach it hovered along 
It to and fro close to the ground. In a few minutes anotlier ball 
of similarly colored light came towards It from behind one of the 
islets, and the two waver WM to and fro over the beach, sometimes 
circling round each other. I made off toward them in tlie carioc, think in} 
as 1 still do — they were some brand new vkind of luminous insect. 

V/lien 1 got onto their beach one of them went off into the buslies 
and tlie other away over the water. I followed in the canoe, for tlie 
water here is very deep and, when 1 almost thought I had got it. It 
went down into the water and 1 could see it glowing as it sunk until 
it vanished In the depths.** 

% 

l.ater, on asking the natives in this very remote region, they explain It 
as an "Aku" — a devil. There Is no further explanation or discussion of 
the incident. 


From Robert Coltman 
Box 85 

S. Chelmsford, MA 01824 
via Dennis Stacy, Editor, HDFON Journal 
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GHOST ON THE lillLS 

■ OF WAOWICKSHIRE. 


Uncanny Light Terrifies the 

Villagers. 

■ » _ ■ • " 


: ; HICKTLy APPEARANCES.,; 

■ From Our Own Cprroipondtnt. 

' ■ . . . Llamimiios, Momby. • 

|| .Tb* vilbgfra ,ot I'cuiiy Connitoo^ uod 
* NuiIbunJ/ 01 :\r. tlio Uunou lliOn, SwuUi 

I Wur^it-labirci-iio .ijiowlng 

I uotHO/ io io o' ID)Clit/ua 'iiud 

'• gbcwtlj on ibo'liilla ut ui^Lt 

I time. ■ .. r . ; 

! Pint tccounti of what v«a& dcicrlbed 
' by p thepherd ai “ a bright light wander. 

! iiig down the valley " were di^ci eUiitu, 
but tlio Khcpht’iil, Wiiiiauj Niule. a man 
" lit htionj vbiirucli r. luri.'iplid io bin 

rui'QU (hat Lt* liud mvii tliO' upi>ariti(m 
‘ V tliuubauda (if tuura." 

I luvc'Stuutidn pioitd tluii Nealo ira^ 
apiuivully rljbl, 

SCEPTIC CONVINCED. 

A parly cf ruco Ii(*ni Icuny ('uniploQ 
^vtnt i 4 » tlio hilln liiio uiglit uiidt ui<<irtlin^ 
1(1 Mr, liruigu White, u liJinrr btopiii. 

tiu'y Itutl ii litT\i-i.it k iiig < \|H | I*. 

A t>triiUHu nijd unA^oouy ^vuoaljuu erupt 
01 ci ilium u» 

a bright light hovered around—thay 
coiilp not Ir.ll trom wtierc—and an almost 
indticribablc torin pursued a torluoui| 
path down the wulluy near the old church • 

(U If loukiiiy tor tomclhlng. I 

• I Mr. \\ tniu.'i. i.vu)ci;.bi hOUKavImt I 

. t.liul(L'n by hLoi be taw (iirou^U bi> field 

1 

T’hn li^lit vas ]il;o (hat on a motor/* | 
be told me, '* but it waa eo puculmr. It* 
nit« bO briglt am) yet there ^.«3 a gtmilly 
ri.'dJ^-lfluo lutcb on ihu top. Lulir lluio . 
wA> u liugu of ofiUigo I'otour.*' ) 

YOUTH TERRIFIED, [ 

It Ajipcarb. loo. Iltul (liu (;li(ibt bnunta* 
a v^yt^idn pool, and fn^dilcurtl u bone 
'driven hv a y(<a(l) noim.d Tottcrill. who 
. bud tiilcu u ci.Uiu into Norihund. 

I (.otiuriirH fullicr loin i.io tli.ii tie had 
Inc^'cr bih ^.oll to wbitti .ind tiigliioiiod 
' kud it loid bc-.-u impo»'iblu lO ludutu hiui 
lu po out alirr till It, riui -. 

I 'I bu Mu.'ir r»i Kill Ion lijiM'tt, aiound 

IwUo.w bourf thb rpinl bin t in. piVKrVCa J 

Jlcufvut lihlUd t.ii tin* Mibji'd. 


DANCING “(GIO.S'IV’ 


haiiiAnt 

.siMXTin:. > 


Thu \Varwi(^diiru vilbig.-i, 

beiiny Coiiiploii and NijrtlicmJ. Iik^c au- 
i|ijif»d a kIum,!. Jiiit which villai;*: 
lu'litiiyi l*» d**!** n«»l aotiu to bava Lterr 
i»or ia itifre any evidt-nt t of 
liiiitiiiiK dcairu* mi the pari oi eilli*"’ vib 
lav*> T*j lay cliiiiii In »,i»lt; pi#^., urion 

i .< v. ral pii'plriii (.auli vilh^r.r wnul.l. as 
k liulii-r t*f fuel, bf (jllllv; p cwa'.'d W give 
IS iw ill'' o',h« r. *. • 

'i lin tirn; t'^ <•« <• Ibv * i».i*'ri h’.-»v m 

rif |•il>*rd. II'* r» d iHh' b»- l^• 4 •l ti 
I II ht<iii«r til rf'irCt lul l|i<ht wnndi‘rii:i^ t'lH n 
jitu Viiib-y. . Viiriouii unkii.tl finiik-* 
I «.'!«; iiiHiii, eiiil liU'^an .{iviii U* iindvr- 

I -iruit.l ibiti. at nil ev. iii> ^11 iliii ies|Hcl. 
iNe truth wnn iiol in liiiiiT^.,^^ • 

I II*- lio.l liit i*v»;iu/e p !• '*: ni^i.’it l***.ur. 

A iiuinl*cr of iii'in nVre «uiL nn tin. hil!> 

.. t<iL‘>‘tliei, and tlic afiparilinn Diunrfi'.-ud 
it->1 if niici- inort . Oja a lli,^lii‘ llial rna'ytd 
.and huxi.i. it rniiiid tbciu. The ^h( |dlcrlJ 
lee* ivrd epulouit a. 

i'll.: trinirl Hp|i*:Hra io be v^ry iridr'Cnit^. 
in .-hMiy**, l.ui III! r«‘f>ort.' .n'jri ilm. 11 u 
cloihiMt ill tiuhl—*' e dull. Itluii-li lUme 
ii/iliny ofl inlu the air." tiy mip m rnuin. 
1/ 13 :t;i .iciiv** a*»rl nf *p'#ok. (dtun ufij/*. jr- 
:i ill H duecii (lifb'n ni i.l.tce- in' the 
.(hiiii ^vmnns.'. li Mt-iiiis In dilik'hl iit 
ici.riiifr woiiivii. for il 13 ri<id to po and 
^aiicto round eiiy woman who ia »n r.ish 
. ia to w.'ilk acro«a a uieodow alone after 
Tjailc. 

vTliHrr nr*-, nf course, the •crplics who 
ib'clarc thdl il ia riul a whosl ni all. that 
I It i«> itiiih;:iK but iiinrah pni. ihn* laiiiily 
I liiiiiiniiUM 4 .\liHt:i*ir.n of i:art»ur/M''d 
j h>*iiros.*i'n which aoin'-tiiup^ ri. 4 * • fr*im 

I dump placf^. and puvp yi^r to nit tli^ 
liCi iid^.of llic will o'^ltio w i.M.. 
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iJvv,‘wiLL-0’-TlIE-WISP. • ■ 

lilvr ■ 

. niODAULU EXPLANATION OP THE 
PliNNi: COMPTON OlIOST. 


I r. 


AN ANCIENT BrECTUE, 


• Vf • ^-1 'MV 


\ )i il ll»i "gUoal** of Kcopj CXanplOD 

U u gtiovl iiiiJ«i>i~-for llitre i»r« tuore (bin^i in Leaveu 
and oAilb drauocd of Hi our pl«ilc«ophy ; I'lit 

lit* unciiiolion*!. uiitiaacd ra*d<r i*ill wore willingly 
aA. iiho lii* |»Lououi#non U> aoiiM iialtii^ cau«o. A 
liiigitl Jigbt ttuuliiig nilb mciril iiiovaiuanl* abovo Ibo 
lliirioD Daaarll liilU • • . a raddy’blu* ItgbL wilU a 
tivrpj coinpic&ioii/' **7 tb« repurit. and Iboia i* 
pcibing in Ibo du*.:riplioii to di»urrvlil Ibo llioory ibal 
II* ■|H>vik il our old fiicud a ill-o'-(bo-wikp. iu on* cf 
111* many ianuilio i;ui»e*. Tb* aUernaiuo auppoaition 
ia ib»l Ibera ia a very auUlanlial body aoniawber® 
brbiod iba fl«»aliu|; cloa-, and Ibai a aluul-bcarled 
loir^iigatpr ailh a boric-wbip could aooa diaptl 
Ibo inyalcry. 

* \Vtlbo*-|lia ai»p-JacV.o'*lao(born (ignia faluua); 
t by ablfb of bi* uaoira aball wc kiiowr lb* apritai' For 
cwiilurica ba ba* led a double lif*. hk* a pboa- 
L pborcKcni Jckyll and llydo. ile Lai run bit 

courk# Ihiougli iba uiylbology and folklore and local 
au|»cuiiliuu of overr country aiiico.llie yrar liUnk. 
wbilo coiicurrcnlly bo baa aiilblt>d acdaloly Ibrougb 
lb* pagia of aciculific Icit-booka, winch hav* ca* 
platnad Liru aaaj in lb* nioal dcligblfnlly incuni- 
pieliaiikill* language. Aa Jekyll, b* ia a reapcciable 
•cirnli6c fad; aa ilyde. lb* tenor and 
of tka couDiryaaio in iba Fcna and rUaabara. 

- Il ia liol aurpriainK that Maairr Will baa aecured 
a Urm gfip on tli* auperatiliona uf auccnaaive 
ganeialioua of yokcU, for bit ii a tu&cieotl/ niyaiic 
lot|uaiut«iica to uiakr, 00 a lonely luwrtb truck, 
'laixt midiiigbl and dawn. 'Wbeii one il •uddcniy 
oonfiouicd by * cl )t of gliotlly iiicaiidukcence daucuig 
laiily on nolking, ii may be very coodurling. in 
I ibruty, lo aay ncmly to ciic»cl(, ** I'bia ia e r>ertaiii 
turou* aubiianrr reflecting light in .the dark,*' 
bill one* longiic* it, nc^crlbelcaa s]tl to clua\c to the 
of oiia'a uionih yuat uu t(iOii;'li cn* urre a/iuid! 

’ Tho name Ignia Faluua vaa given to tiiia alrungc 
wianifraiuiion of lu4uiuou« gaa ** because il only faait 
pc., frighiaiu) foolt,** eaya Uloune in bia *' AniP 
I |uiiiea.*‘ Til* old tupcrtliiiun. et einpluyed by MtUon 
i In *' L'AUcgi'O.** waa that Jack-o’-laulboru loved 10 
I lead we.vfercra atiiaiy in tb* dark, end nure Ibttn 
I in inerth or diicb (conipire Bliakeaprarc. *‘'rhe 
• rcinpral.** . Acl IV.f been* !•.,** Tlaycd Jack 
1 anil .le").^'-.- 


|’■"Tbil mitchi 
l •* NyuipbiiJif,' 


mitchievoiii trail u 
III Ibe liua*: 


dcacr>»d In Draylon'a 


1- yj . . . •* of purpoua lo deceive naj 
' And, leading ut, mukoa ut lu alray 

( • l^vug winirc o gbt out of Ihc «ay. 

•'".V ' wben w c click in I lie uiire or clay, • 

iV/.M ile dolb ailli laugblcr leavo utj^__ 

I Tbi« ia a tnora piuiiirotqnc view (Uau_ lb* cold 

I aciaulibo ibaory of *' viacout tubkianc* . . 

* kniiniing cburclivunla, priviea. and (eiit. bwcuii»e .it ia 
1 goilait Oi»l of fulncNij il flic* abuul rivara. bed^-t.«. 

I elc.. beraiua in Ibociu iiiuce* lour* ia u cerUuo flui 
j if air.** 

I* bailora are, or weie. very auperaiiliout on Ibe miL- 
kcl of III* ijnia fuitnu. On* aneb jJiroointiitou pU)- 
I b^; around Ilia ligK^.'ij in aloriny wcallicr uaixl U> be 
I an iniullilil* indiculioii of tbi|rwrcck, ulicii>ka two at 
, a lijuo ucra Itkilad ailU yuy aa a proinikc of calm in 
I Jio near fiiliira. 

I Tbu croomion hypolbi-aii lo day ia Ib.'il Will o'-lba 

• *iep ia lha fl.tine of hiiiiiing nioitb gua, bnl 
I ^('Jvuiitbera' linry clo| mdia** lidiculra tbit theory on ll e 
! freultd llkal n:.ar»b guJ caunoi ignil* k|>uulao»outly. 

Auoll.cr and mor* plau*iLI* auggealion it lliai 
, t>boapUureUed bydiogen, wliicU^ 11 tponlaoeouily 
I ladaaiinable, may produced by docayiug animal 
t eitlLer in eburebyard* and awainpt, but «vcu ber* 
Ibare ara flawa in lha reM«oniiig jual at lltore aia in 
I U Iba argucuanl lor pbo«pboretccDi vapaui*. Il 
I eiay b* atti^med. indaed, lliai Ibo pbcoojuoooa, 
{ iliuugb known lo be due lo iiutural caukwt, bck never 
I U.CQ taliifaclorily cxplnjnod, nor «loca ibere appear 
i V> be any limit 10 Ibe variety of foruit aa*um<>d by 
I lb* igiiit fatuua. booieliuic* wr read cf il at * 
I Itnt* of blue, icd, giceii, or yellow, abiniiig lu a 
' iiud potiliou clot* to tb* ground; other reportt tell 
I If a ball of ligbl Umuding rapidly over tb* country 
j lud often riatog lugli in lb* air. Again, tbe flame 
^ kat been aecn Ui divide into email parla, wbick 
I iaacrilHrd coinplioatnd movcincnU like iboae of 
f Ualcly dance. . 

I . • . I 




Te Ike JCditor nf |A« *' fiurMtlnffha$n 1/iif.** 

*■ f'ir,—I read w iin inl®ir-il Ili« aecoiiiit of lb* gUotlly 
I Igbl teen el Fenny Conipion. 1 rcu)*iiil>cr between 
ifiy and eixty year* u,:o, «tfier e vacl acatou. n»y ftlber 
{ iciiig at work wt Cold Uuili Collegu, UUlealey Coujuon, 
: hhI alrcping lliora at Ibat liiri«.‘ oive night te«v ( 
Iglil audi *a deacribcvl io ib* vVeinily of a ralbar lar;; 
beet of aalor kuowu aa Odd bath l‘ool. Tbiitkiog il 
^•t bib pooebera or olberwiae, be **nl toward# Ibe 
latH. Uu *4 be approaclieMl il live light reomled. Tbeie 
*«**»• CO tign of bumnn beinga. be aUaigblwej ounte 
O lb* c^ndiiaioa Lbal it w aa wb«l u commonly called 
I «ill-o'.|be-wuip (or ignia laluua). 1 Lcliev* be bad 
. ^ eimilwr eighl before iu eootber part of ib* 

. . ountry. In n^y younger tkya I liav* ofLen heard 
©indry people apeekmf tbein.» Voure, etc., 

!i . Alotaler iio«d, Mo«ctey. . . ^ C. Hauit. 

. a. ■ ■ ..■» ■■ ■ 
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“SPOOK” STILL AT LARGE 
the WARWICKSHIRE HILLS. 


ELUSIVE 




LIGHTS. 


The “Ghost” Not 


Yet Laid. 


MARSH GAS? 


I Possible Solution of the 
Mystery. 


;• Tho which hAunU tho 

I hills of South Warwickshire has 

not yet been laid. 

Many strange lights have made 
their appearance In the districta 

and suggested explanatione are 

that they, like thj ghost, are either 
, due to phosphorus rising Irom 

tiio damp ground, or to marsh giu 
J Irom which the Irish ** will o' the 
wisp" springe. 

I From Our Own Correspondent. 

I J.LSMlKuVUM. 1 IlliuV. 

I l)a».sull llill. South W'uicLiliir#, has 
jtliu ut;*;k *Liccu tlio ^ool of vioii«in> from 
i liiriiiiu|.'liain uiiU ulT parij ol* ihu kliJ* 
luiitla. luUiit ou tha uow Umoue 

%«hii:b ti klaliuj lo loaLo Uuo- 
Itiniul vitiiuiioiu hi this uuJ r>»uoeiil»4 

WhlUt orifuiaultl !• oyuliu»i any ihonry 
lliul It i.-* »upiiruatuiul. all |h«oii1u lu tlui 
iiijuiuiiiulu locality pppSHr lu liofiwvs lo it. 

.\LCurtlliii( tu ull Muonuolft, lioMa\«r. iLs 
" MiuuK " Ktves Jiu lnuftuu lur liiu sllguUNit 
(ear. 


InJcoJ, one vliltor told me thet he had 
hocome ho •nriptursd with Ihu vUlon 
i thyt ho Intenui to ice It ai many llm#i 
I 01 pokiiolo. ** It fuicineUs ine/* he said. 

' Thu oul.rlaodliig luuluro cl lliu »liolu 
iilluir is lliu luuiuikuLlo uhuiilojity yilU 
wlitcii lhut>o to lioui the IikI*^ hue l/ctu 
iv^cuUU. ili'eurlLu ihu iit>|*uiiliuu. 


Like e Drllliant 
Headlight. 

I .V .'ir. v\Ttitti‘u vi*i«iuD w t3t*bAl. .11^ 

I luj n ihul It «vi(k liku u Ll llliuOl liOA^ligUi 
i oii u liiuluf .4Jair. 

j ll llltd uIkjuI aiul iltrtiii)^ii Lueliui| aoU 
hl.iito utvr Icuivk ut T'LeU 

H till U liUul llunli ll Jk>ap|#uara uOu 

kituvVk Hut \vlirr%s 

.V blii'uuljuaii ui Kjii^litouto liu4 ^Lio »eco 
ic. 

Thii ylujul Mppeure In linve m proforeoioii 
(or ItMUuUii^' li.iiuly |«)ule uinJ luiit^ lu 
I ho \ii:ijHly u| i VjiJjy L uiuplotu 

' It It 

I Phosphorus? ^ 

I ‘Titai i-lio ifti.jbt U lliu nork of a piaclici^ 
JuLci ie uitiirutciy iiuprultaLlo. 
j Tliu utuio lutly iUiilanalioo ie th«k 
I it U duu lo iiliL«i|>lioju» ri:iiiig fivou the 
i;rt»uiiil iiij* lo lliu iluiup. 

I Sloiij li^liii. Ii;i\M itiu^lc* Uinr a|i|<raraiiua 
i on llu* liilli* iLa J;js>l i««u ntglil.**. 

I lo ibr iiiiaiiliinu Ilia a|i,4iriliuo flila 
i uhuuL end U irtiuti-ly clii»ivo vrhuo 
nr.'uiiixHl lioilios ullruiiil lo cUecl itu culi- 
I. lulo. 

.‘ T'liAl il i» ^'i 4 )d fur If.iJ.i ij li-ftitfi^J Ly 
. lliu iii'0|iiiiTiiru tir liK'ul liuvtiflrnt* i» Lu 
['luriiiy for Ihuir ull-ni^dil viijilfc. 

ij -- 

j| IN .STAGNANT PODLS. 

: A .si:Li(ji:siT:i) v.nat jo.n 

(ip TJii: i*iii:.nu.mi:non. 

.\ ikIi-hI nl c lii iunit) '* uiiii » lo 

^jllu* '* l.\riiliiK 1 It ll ” 

It *rii«« IHuh.ildii (*k idiilliil itjii «<l llii% |d«iv> 

I iiiniH'iiiiii L curltiinly iiol lutounlitl lui hi* 

I fiijiiii^ lint li^jlit ii» riiUtout! by iiiuiri.liit: ue 
j - ll ll i'lulUt'Ill UllilHt Ij llllVOI' UJllIlT llll»‘ 
j! ruiiilillull luuiid ireu In iiuliiiu Mitd Vtliirii 
I biiriift Kill, II |iiilc >i.llutv liuiiic, b-uviiiu 
j lit bind 4 IN .1 niuiiticl n cluitil uf couliug »*( 

; |MiTiclr». 

i H.iu* |.itdi.iblY Ibi* rnii'it buruin^* 

I iiiilliatiu. or uiunli |,*nK. i«bicli i» u pru- 
! iltit I .«! folttnK vi;:i‘tuldu iiiallur. 

I J lii.-t It'"•ci t ion i.'t Iriil i.iiin* i«t'i;;lil by tba 
i ‘‘I til •Mill'll I lliiil ibo “ Kbo.^l *’ |iri^tvi* to 
J *' biitiiil * tl.i|:iiiittt |ioi.]«» t-xinl luiitily li.iirK 
«. Ubi-n* \<‘^i |;ibbi doL-ny iiii^ht I\'.i:ajUuLI> bu 
, r«|iiK:lnil lo l.iku idiii u. 

; Will 0 * the 
-witp. ^ 

.^lt•lllllllO btiiii4 niiii u |i.ilu luiiilioiii 
fl^iioi uiid ii ilo» go^;, ivliicli^ vt lien hiiriiiiig. 
nil lot llif *‘wij| u lliu in inuiAJiv 

diAliicli of Ireland. 

j \\ hi ll burnt ibo lifuiluri* oi I |u' gin* *iu 
Iliiinly Iiitlodu-I-Ijbiti lu tbo liiArtl r*r> be- 
r.io'41 (iioi ij uU ln\l^l|Jlu ..od tbu utlicT 
i.- \i.iii r. 
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. liURTON DAfiStTf CIIOBT,**. 

A PUXZLINO PilENOMENOM. I ■ 

; .TiLLAtjrns' NAnnATiVE8|!f^ ; 

A •'plind" III), ludJcnU Louolil fitn* to 
Jiiirlon l)n«uiMt JiilU. 

A ihort lime npo c.xrlunlTe iTforcnce ^ni 
tun«lo in Ojc ** Courier *’ to llio fncl IKM n 
rn.TAirriouA light linj mnde lU nppcnronce el 
IliM iinfrrqiiMilrd «|hiI. mnrii to tlir nierm of 
niilkmon end ntlicri. 8rrnlici\l cnminml wnt 
then nindo. 1 liiit n'cek, ilirniigh roiiAiilrrohlo 
niiblirilr in Iho l*rcAi, tlin ** Ap^'Ctml form *' 
lin* brromc Iho tnlk of WnruicktliirOi eiu), 
iiiilrrd of nil l*'iialniid. 

AVIiilo mol nruumrnl agninul nnr Ihoor)* 
of n niiprrnnliirnl viailnliun, nil heliof In Hip 
imnirdintr locnlitr uould npponr in ho for it, 
nnd it %vniihl ho itllo tn •iicgrul ihnt, dcapito 
llio linrndrAAiirRM of Iho nppnrilion, fhcro i^ 
r^nt nn unenninrfie ntnniig rcrioin rillnccrR of 
Fenny Compton nnd Norllioml, eoino of irhom 
1 hnro knoirn fVir mniiy yrnre. ^ 

A CiinieTMAt SrooK. 

]l rrnx jiirI Itefnro (-hrixlmnii Ihnl llio llclil 
irnu fiTAl tnlUcil of, nnd. na mny lio iiiinoinrd, 
il pru%c<J tn he n ecnAonnldo topic for uiacur- 
einn nl innii)* rilCftidcR. 1 iloiihl, hownrer, 
ulirlher thei'O would linre born llio eninc 
gnirlr nnd innghlcr lind it hern kiinxm Hint 
nil thnt night the *'gho^t " nm trnlking tho 
iiilln nnd ntlcrnnidR viiiiitbcd behind tho old 
nnd liiAturic rhiirrli I 

At Hint lime I hr etorr wnn dirrrcdilrd. nnd 
Mr. \\ illinm Nrnle, n inilknmn, n hn lundo tho 
reveintion, nnn regarded n* one uho indiilffrtl 
i.i leg-nulling." 1 hn«l kepi in touch eilh 
him, nnd in musing on tho iniprohnhilitv of 
the nflnir, rnmo to the ronrliiaion thnt he nnn 
n glim hiiinfirist. Hut his etnrj never 
ehnnprd, nntl Iur oirne^t fneo n«*«imod n 
neriniiR r.x|ireR»ii<in when lie referred to tho 
iiiih)ret. *' 1 hnvo neen it thoiiAnnda of 
timenl*’ he d»'rlnred the other dnr, nnd 1 
kiinn* thnt Ito incnnl ohnt hr •ai<l. Mr. 
Nenlo in not n mnn of mnnr rmrd.R. liotterlj 
it hns been interrstmg to irnich him, in his 
cpiict vroT. ns ono hr ono tho sceptics hnre 
hren conrortrd, for it hns now hern CAtnh- 
li<<hrd thnt this is not the imagining of a 
neurotic mind. In fnct, tho oulstnnding 
frnturo of the whnlo ofTnir is tho remnrknldo 
unnnimitT with which thoAO to whom tho 
Aiglit hns been rcrenlcd boro dotcribod the 
*' ghost.** 


** A l.orn.T Rioni.** 

Tlint told mo by Mr. OeorRo 'Whilo is trpi- 
r.al. ** 1 fmiiklr did not hrhero n word of 
U," ho sjiys. ** hill out of Rheor curiomlr, in 
rnmpany with Messrs. \V. Rhra^hv nnd 1 *. 
l^nvcll. I paid n risit to tho hills n few nights 
ngn. It wns nhoiit seven o’vloik. nnd when 
wo hsd h<*rii there n st«nrt time Mr. hkenshr 
sniil, * Jl.'i • it IS I ' W'o turnetl round, nn«l 
nhout yards nwnv was n strong nnd 

dnr.r.ling light like tlinl of n motor bend Ininn. 

It irss n perlcrlly lorelv tight, nnd it held 
us fnsrinated. It flitted nhout nnd pnssed 
thrniish huslios nn<l over fences nt n grent 
specil ; then, will) .a hiial flnsh, it dis- 
nppenrril, wo know not wlirro. Ho rould 
fool it borer nroimd. nnd it nppesred to he 
looking for soniolhing. for the light sn rpt 
the ginii.id. 1 linil loy firhl pln^sra nod o n* 
nhio tn pet n ' rhiRo-up ' view. It Trn« n kind 1 
of reihly-l*lno nuNcd, hut hmotifoil) hlrodrd. 
Imler. w Ii«mi wo n.air it rntind iltirlnn D.assell 
Chorcii, iliero non n tioc^ of ornngr rnl*>«ir. 

1 hero WAS onthiog wlmlerer in be nfroid of, 
nnd I hare derided to go ngnin, hoping to sen 
ill" Mr. Riienshj tnys tlin snnio. 

At a W'atsiof. Tool. 

Mr. W. f‘^rhrtt, n signnlninn nl KntghU 
rote, hns nUo seen the light nppronch his 
signnI-hoK nnil then flont hnrk to Iho hilU. 

'I ho ** glmsl ** is repnted to haunt ii wnrsido 
pool, nnd, ncmriling to Mr. Thomns Ciriihb, n 
fnrprnler. frightened n horse he nnd n roiith 
liniiif'd llnrohl ('otterill were driving nftrr 
ilelivrriiig n rofTin nl Nnrlhend. Mr. Criihh 
shouted to the remained 

stniinnnrr nod Ihey drove pa'-l | Another 
ilnrk spot, this time in I'cniiy Cxmiplnn vil- 
IsQO, srrmt In have hern Imnniired with n 
visit. Mr. H. Smith nnd Mr. P. Knight snw 
it flnsh nri osi Dng 1 «ano on 'J iicsdoj night 
Inst, it lit up Iho wlinlc pnihwnj. 

The liilN Imre lids week been the Merea 
of numorntis vWiiors from nil parts of "Wnr- 
wlekshire; hill n'-eordins to various nr counts 
thrir ptlci inie{;e hn* not lirooplti Ihein inm h 
r •»! i‘tnrl i«io. ihe sititnti«io h'^vinp licrn loii- 
|e«>tjiiod hv jokers idviog nnFh-ll):hls. Thnt It 
is ** pond lor Irnde,*’ however, inny he ssthered 
from n glnnre nt the pi nvlsions msde nt loml 
lin«lelrieA. whrro n week-end rush is ootiri- 
palcMl I 

Pnniusi.F. l^'sn.AKArms. 

Knlurnllr with siieh n sltnoKe phenomenon 
fliero nre ninny lonjertures nnd iilesv ns to it* 
origin. I lial it is the work of n prnrlicnl 
inker in rxtrrioely rlniihtful. I'ho more pro- 
litddo esplaiinlinn is thnt it is iltio to phns. 
phonis niisioe from the ground through the 
nhnormnlly damn nensnn. Dnrtmrior is, of 
roui.no, renon nrri fur such lights. Those who 
hnro seen tho lliirloii light discroJit tho 
nssrriioii thnt il is n w ilho*-lho-uisn. It is 
so intensely bright. Amusing nnd inninslie 
thonrirs rnmo from snmn suurrrs, nnd il hns 
hern sngr.rntrd thnt it ninr lio n message 
from Mnrsl hmnonno puts it tloivn ns hciiig 
A phosphnresernt nwl—whntrvrr thnt mny he. 

In tho menniinic while roniedinns innkr 
jokes nhout tho ** I'eiiny Ckinipton (ihnst *’ 
nod A Kotidoi) daily newspaper iniikes il llie 
niihject of iunurniiro (II. tho nppnrilinn flits 
nhout ns freely nt e\rr niid is puprrmcly 
ilhisivn when strong-willed men orgnnitc 
parties for its rnpliiro. 


n. T. K. 














BTKMIUGHATl GAZETTE 


Tuesday, 20 th February, 1923 . Page 5 / 1 - 2 . 




‘ LIKE ptWppELLOW |EYfi#:iX UME' 

• • " ' I*OR IIS :> V^tM/ .:»*“■. ■ Jim him II.'Ii • wlilrli. 

- " ^ *1 ' * v» 1 V wkJ» X •. . • • .' '■ . •*', • ['Uii/tlwin, i« ».rrlulnJ; 

. • .. <V--'rX ; * • ■ r\" \ ' I In uituiti. 

•• * V.w. --’ -P. ' 1 


"Lika Q dull, ysllow^ ayi It wm, glowering ftt us, i opparently, 
from beneath o nearby traa, j 

" There wai a oonoerted ruch to the spot, and (through thi 
mud snd In lha ditches wS atiimljled, determined to lay that ghost. 

"But when wo wSro Ol the foot of the tree and had Hashed our 
tioctrlo torthoi on It, there woj nothing it nil except a derisive light 
oircling at tho tide of tho ruins wo had Just left." 


From Our Bpsclil OorrespOndonl 

I r.NNV (!oMrT«»:*, Mondnv 


ELUSIVE. 

Tta rfU !«:•• il • u »r'*n %(.ilinnnrr: lli»' 
‘ mojiirily *»l Mu- nli-oi x rr.* Im.r frrr. It n** 
The im'vlnn lioUI. til Iho Itnr* Ul 'j fU';\inK' hither iin<t Ihill cr nil 

Jtn'iM'U. HilW. KmiIIi WnruickOnM*. ^ ^rilii'r'^ *”***' 

Phil vcniniiip 0 inypliM.^. tliip** h nn'Inl-xIoTv. irith »U(hl«'n 

' r|n ».«* ihiw II««pr«L^ n* xtlilrh II trnrrnlly 
(I inn r r*. I<t npp^fir ngnin |•''^IlO|•n Ih i* 


! I l«c d»M |H:r ono Info 

; inlnuuiMs' pri.'.IrD.-lln. nmre one *.jep 
' *.• llii^ I;iM inulinc. dnnrlna glow—Ih- 
' jiioio line IP piif./.lcd Kilinloclorily t** 
1 for it. ■ • 

Tho ghwllr li|h« I* Ih.re. Til.™ I. 
■ no i|iirstinn nlmul that, it ociilor 
! 5vi.liiiri» i-p .inylhinjj. i 

I 


IM THE FARMHOUBE. 

i Tlie piiliivcpquc villAgeo of 

Avi'ii DnpnoM, . anil. Nofili 
: J.ii.l lontaiii nl leopl 0 loiiplo « f 
linri'lfril I’nij-lf who Lnvr veen it. 

\ni| I mxpolf r.iw I ho liphl 
p**\«taI <irrj|.iiixMp on two u^^hlp-- 
bahir.Uy rin l .*^nnflny. 

1 v;iT\- it lit inlrrvnls (lining h»0T 
III.IMS *n Siihi’iliyv. nnci nUiUi 
|*;i|l-ii.'|r«rrn linifs iliM-inp on^ hour 
' IllV itll.iii|:lii ' i'/il ’•*•» Snniiii, 

t.Im ii I V r.» riiH’‘'»»'f''l in ll'<' ruinf'l 
1 .11 iiihoii*:* iin.iiiiil nhi»‘h Ihi* dnnrini: 
lijlil hrp most lrrq’»cr.‘.l> 

,.l.t-'I- ril. 

it is a glohulsr glow of unusual 
hrllli.'inrc, x;*r\nip in fr 'in n hri*'hl 
iiMi j. ii.t ol hchl In n Ihilirinm wlii'-li 

likn ^ •iiimII Ihinrpo liiiitcni. 


liiiii.l r*<l tnnl* nw^nr. 

III ,1- l•l•.'h♦h• lUio '' nn llo» liillp the 
lirbl liim nn nlliil. 

1l i.»n\ *•« »*Mlirr ni‘h nr iivaln«t nr 

ilii? ii»ir«| Mfh llllllf••l roiiiil fiirililj. 
hi. > iiMr,i,v niyM. ('ll lii..tiiM<:r. xxliro 

t)l« III)!/. x«> ro mg 4'*'r|i| 111- hnlf il g«lc. 

I inw it travrtlinf) dead Aoninll the 
i*ind nl r^tiilr p gpod ipcrd, 
f'lf Ilf ill/. Inhl nlinve the giniinfi 

l••■Ul|: I lull uii'«| 11.41101 In il—onylhiiig 
fli.iii l'»ii !•» ♦Iiirlt •• 


(illOSTS “IIOAIK.’ 


Idyllic .Surroundings A113* 
Spretre Wmild (.licrisli. 


Rofinn hn..«rtl |lpiir--lhr hr.inn #•( lli** 
fli-•• i'liic'iiif to.in llie Inft ihnl It hn* 
l.r'H •• f-n iiii*.! f rf i|ti*iill X—ip 

liii.i II . |>‘rhin-..^Iir tnmilil 4ot |n I Ini fnlil 
of il*r I'illp iib»'ii( f/>, t ntvixr itloiti 
It I (finr l.miiplii,) ninl .NufUi 

I.eil III*. 


U.oniinK :rim pml inYHeriniip tn tlif^’ 
.«lliwhl Imur*, It foiipri^l^ nWrrIy nf n 
pircN.ii'iiiiin (huixh, »|p enn.Tie h»iie» 

nijitiiii «).* ^l.lrk iip;ilnpl. ii»r pVy, ,t,i „|,| 
piiiinc* ‘wo f»nlnn»‘»»-i'lil furiitlii.ii*. 
onr ilirm n Imllrrol «nln. irvirvroifn 
^illi X rs.-iiii ii«n, nml. iJiNir nl lioiiJ; |«n 
fiunU eohiic^''*- 

QUAINT WINDMILL. 

»'linrrh. llio xirnrnRr. nnil I hr Ipo 
fnrnili.'nv'r •Ipnd in it rfniph lrinji;jln. 
■•ilh ,1 jwmi. nriiiiod n hirh din ^cr|iing 
v»illop>,> drorp. in Ihr tuiddir. ^ 

Ml Pfr Ihr nndiilnhng hilip, 

jinhe.l hrrr h'hI Ihrin will! llllln rnxrrr.'*, 
Pnd *•' Ihr lu'rlli rrarrd nlUi Ironriolie 
H nn I xJr- . 

I hii ||t|< ^ld^. 1 iir|ilrnInII e, rlnnd n 

dirrl,,*| winillilill. Mild .p pninll muMi 
fii%rr 'in • linjM* lllli* II ^lnl^^•llo Iopci) 
n'«*i|. IrMdilion hii* 11. In pigiint h) ihr 
the '-oininc; n| ||ti. A i liin'In 

It II Ihe kind ot pUcl v^hpra ona vxoiild 
one ghott, but l««pnly, 
nny gliOrl inlghl Imi 


vpprirn) rl^lUnl U a 
, ‘II. xOiulrvir lt« rx- 
rrrlnlntj liot piiliriDiihiriil 

1 . 

JENNY BURN TAIL. 

I To rp)diiln lliP llaht hy nutiiml inrnrip. 
hnnrx,.,. r\rri «lin;(ly diniciill. Tl*n ^ 
brlinviiMir nf I hr llirnllinii« pjirrlic blp in j 

• % ihi nil ihi iirv oi Ini' nflxpiirrd. I 

. Ihr Mint nxphiniilioii U 

Ihr li;.iiil I- I, i.iiiil nf xxlll o’ the r-ipix j 

• Jriinx Itiiiii hiil H I iir liK-nl iniuir—^ liiidi 
I Is n idn-iiuiiiviioii dni; li, ullianc «i iuur:ili 

i »''y 

' Ihil nrijhrr ihr nppf'nrnnrA nf Ihp lichl 
nor lU hiitnlx ol h.ihilMi unxii'l nllli (hif 
' ib'iirx ^ I 

^ will n* |l,r xxi.p )• „ Iniollv I 
liir'iin'n,. In//, j,, ihr MirrnnndmK drih* 
r*rr'--* aliii|ifle**. rhinin;; |.pirli In th^ 
Tir«p.~ I hr li'irlon IhMfCll yhoft i* :» 

^I'll-'h inird li^hl. i|diein j| ID rhupe i*nd 
WiMi'.nt irdiiiiioto. 

h iM hn(:iit'*r th.m any hinnl/- |#,nip. 

• Oi K.nTt*. T jlh A dull * »*^llow folrur, ^ 
hnrrd, •hri« ^/^n nr.-ir al hnwd. v'ilh red. , 
Ho hkPii It In Q I hine«a Unlarit defcril>cp 
It rxxclh. 

Ihrii. A «i)| (,• iri.'xp Ip to i»e found 
in p marsh nr a jrp. „nd lltrir nrr no 
^’ 9 ^'**'* ^r hnj^ on tlir Ihirvinn l)nh-.*»ll 
llilh Ihrrr i« mini in |•ll•n•y■ H ip nl 
knee deep in phirr.., op 1 ell kiiun. I 

WILD nOYEM'lNTS. 1 

Bnt onrn (hronuh Ihr •mnl nnr’p frrf * 

• r*. i-n dm fiiiid hick of xvhii-li I lie hilia 
Ais. (i>rinrd. 

* Illl•■nl.•ll r« nnv I ompton nnd N^r'.li 

i.nil rnuld ,,o 1 hr i.nlh'.l nnit'..i*y tdin-rs. 

j ••‘i arc rjii rrdlii|;h- ihtiii|i nnd v tiler- 
hi;er.| * , 

•N|'-! |l (; ,>i(^.rMis|. I hr? I fiiTf, Unit lh» 
Ihod iil»|.|| fliMiM innv ml (is n hugr 
e.'*i‘Mri..r. hio niifsh ;:«i' priIin ;4 In 
tl*'. Iiili> h..uir- in Ihr rn-k'. j 

* hi| If t h ,1 v . 11 •»!. niii. w.Mild Hill III IIM V I 

• (it I,...) ill. li.jht liii.itrft h» th'hnili* 
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Will-o’-the-wisp 


A A Mills 


... a wand’ring fire 

Compact of unctuous vapour, which the night 
Condenses, and the cold environs round 
Kindled through agitation to a flame. 

Which oft, they say, some evil spirit attends. 

Hovering and blazing with delusive light. 

Misleads th*amaz*d night-wanderer from his way. 

To bogs and mires, and oft through pond or pool. 

There swallow’d up and lost, from succour far • • • 

(Paradise Lost^ John Milton) 


Nowadays, a will-o’-the-wisp is but a 
metaphor applied to any ephemeral 
thing likely to mislead the unwary. But 
in past centuries it seems to have been 
a definite optical phenomenon—a 
luminous glow—known to travellers 
throughout Europe and North America 
who were obliged to cross marshy 
land at night. It has many alternative 
names— Ignis fatuus, Jack-o*-Lantern. 
Corpse Candle, Irriichtefn, feuM-FoUets, 
Elf-Fire e/c—indicative of a wide geo¬ 
graphical occurrence. 

The origin of the will-o'-the-wisp 
attracted considerable scientific debate 
in the 19th century, but no specimen 
has ever been ’captured' for laboratory 
study. Hence, with no satisfactory proof 
or explanation of the glow, It is not 
surprising that some have asserted that 
it was no more than a figment of the 
popular imagination. Is this true—or 
could the phenomenon (like so many 
'peasants' tales') fiave a foundation in 
fact? Have the drainage and land 
reclamation schemes by which so 
many bogs have disappeared led to the 
extinction of the will-o’-the-wisp, or 
does it still shine forth on rare o:ca- 
sions in some lonely marsh? 

Before we can begin to answer these 
questions we must attempt to define 
the obje».-t of our search more closely. 
A standard technique in enigmatic 
matters of this nature is to collect and 
collate eyewitness reports, and then 
examine them for common features. 
There is no lack of such reports in the 
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older issues of scientific journals, and 
many more must be buried in the 
'Letters to the Editor' sections of the 
popular press. 

Newton was one of the first scientists 
to mention the will-o’-the-wisp. He 
certainly had no doubts as to its reality, 
for when discussing the various ways 
in which light may be generated* he 
refers to ’the Vapours arising from 
purefy'd Waters, usually called Ignes 
fatui' as examples of 'Vapours shining 
without heaf. Like Milton, Newton would 
have been familiar with the Cambridge¬ 
shire fens, and an association between 
the will-o'-the-wisp and marshy places 
where vegetable matter is decomposing 
under anaerobic conditions is easily 
the most common characteristic in all 
accounts of the phenomenon. Actual 
descriptions and 'explanations' of the 
light seem to fall into three main 
classes—bioluminescence, chemilumin¬ 
escence and combustion. 

Bioluminescence 

The glow-worm and firefly are common 
in many parts of the world, s 3 It is in¬ 
evitable that lights over marshy areas— 
obvious breeding grounds for all 
kinds of flying pests—should be associ¬ 
ated by many people with luminous 
insects.* However, William Derham 
found long ago that this was not the 
explanation. He gives us an entertaining 
account* of how he got near to an ignis 
fatuus and examined It for himself. 
'Seeing one', he says, 'in a calm dark 
Night, with gentle Approaches i got up 
by Degrees within two or three yards of 
it, and viewed It with all the care I 
possibly could. I found It frisking about 
a dead Tfiistle growing in the Field, 
until a small por1ior> of the Air (even 
such as was causedT)y the Approxima¬ 
tion of my self) made it skip to another 
Place, and thence to another and 
another'. The ligfit appeared like a 'fired 
vapour* and did not consist of a large 

ry\oY'\or\' ? 


number of smaller lights such as would 
have been caused L; a group of 
luminous insects. 

Derham's conclusion Is corroborated 
by the fact that no brightly luminous 
flying insect is known in Britain. The 
female of the species Lampyris noctiluca 
glows brightly but does not fly, its grub¬ 
like form being responsible for its 
popular name of glow-worm. The male 
flies strongly in response to the signall¬ 
ing female, but is so dimly luminescent 
that it cannot be seen when on the 
wing.* 

Chemiluminescence 
It is well known that certain purely 
chemical reactions, although proceed¬ 
ing at ambient temperature, are accom¬ 
panied by the emission of Itgfit. Tfiey 
are frequently oxidations, one of tfie 
brightest being familiar to chemists as 
the 'lumlnol reaction'.* 

Most accounts of the will-o'-the-wisp, 
including Newton's example, seem 
to fall into tfiis category of light without 
fieat. Derham’ includes a letter from Dr 
Beccari of Bologna, to whom fie fiad 
written concerning these mysterious 
appearances. Tfie latter assures us 
that the lights were pretty common In 
fiis part of 18th century Italy: 

'. . . all of them resembling, both in colour 
and light, a flame strong enough to reflect 
a lustre upon neighbouring objects all 
round. They are continually in motion; but 
this motion is various and uncertain. Some¬ 
times they disappear of a sudden, and 
appear again in an instant in some other 
place. Commonly they keep hovering about 
six foot from the ground. As they differ in 
largeness, so do they In figure, spreading 
sometimes pretty wide, and then again 
contracting themselves. Sometimes break¬ 
ing to all appearinces into two, and a very 
little while after uniting again into one 
body; sometimes floating like waves, and 
letting drop some parts, like sparks out of 
a fire . . .’ 

A remarkable series of papers appear¬ 
ing in Poggendorf's Annalen der Physik 
und Chemie between 1838 and 1859* '* 
was stimulated by an account from the 
well known astronomer and mathe¬ 
matician F. W. Bessel.* He recounts his 
observations, which were made from a 
skiff on a stream flowing tfirough a peat 
bog, as follows: 

'These appearances were observed by me 
oh Dec. 2. 1807, early in the morning, on a 
very dark and calm night during which, from 
time to time, a gentle rain fell. They con¬ 
sisted of numerous little flames which 
appeared over ground which was covered 















10 many places with standing water and 
>vhich. after they had glowed for a time, 

^ disappeared. The colour of these flames 
was somewhat bluish, similar to the flame 
of the impure hydrogen which is prepared 
by the action of dilute sulphuric acid on Iron. 
Their luminosity must have been InsignlTi- 
cant, since I could not observe that the 
ground under one of them was illuminated 
nor that the great numbers of them which 
frequently appeared at the same time 
produced a noticeable brightness . . . The 
flames frequently remained quiet in one 
position, and at other times they moved 
about horizontally. When motion occurred, 
numerous groups of the flames seemed to 
move together . . .' 

The phenomena reported by Galle* and 
by Looff'^ appear to be of a similar 
nature. Tfie latter writes:' 

The valley of the Fulda was covered by a 
heavy white fog, and a strong mouldy- 
smelling vapour filled the air. Suddenly. I 
saw a little flame scarcely two steps from 
me at the side of the road. I thought I must 
be deceived, but tfie moon was shining 
brightly and I was broad awake. To satisfy 
mysell i started towards the light, but when 
scarcely a foot distant it disappeared. But 
not a second had passed until I saw another, 
then a second, three, four, others. All the 
little flames remained quiet in one place and 
neither leaped nor danced. I observed that 
If the lights were not to disappear I must 
approach them very quietly, taking care not 
to set the air about them in motion. When 
I was very careful, I was often so fortunate 
as to bend over the little flames and observe 
their colour and form at a distance of not 
more than a foot and a half. They were little 
flames of the size of a hen's egg. and they 
stood very quietly between the blades of 
grass. They were mostly of a greenish- 
white light, and were fairly bright. I was able 
to seize some of them in my hand, but no 
heat was to be detected. If I waved a finger 
near them they disappeared at once. A 
single flame seldom lasted longer than a 
minute and a half. . .* 

Another very detailed examination of 
a will-o'-the-wisp is that reported by E. 
Knorr, professor of physics at Kiev.* 
The professor observed his specimen 
one night by the roadside.- where a 
bridge crossed a swampy stream: 
'Bushes, rustles and grass were lit up 
so brightly by the light that for some 
time I gazed at the lovely picture 
entranced.' But soon he proceedi d to 
investigate in an exemplary manner. He 
advanced as far as he was able, but 
when he could feel no bottom to the 
marsh with his short stick he lay down 
flat and tried to remove the reeds in 
front of him so as to get as good a view 
of the light as possible. In the end the 
will-o'-tfie-wisp was only about eight 
inches out of reach, but Knorr was not 
able to see its extreme bottom owing to 
part of a rush which he had been unable 
to remove. The visible portion of the 
light appeared as a flame about five 
inches in fieight, and between an inch 
and a quarter and an inch and a half in 
breadth. Its shape was cylindrical. In 
the centre the colour was yellow, but 
towards the sides and top it appeared 
bright violet and then disappeared 
against the dark background without 


showing a sharp outline. 

The air was motionless at the time 
and the flame burned steadily, standing 
quietly amongst the leaves of the marsh 
grass. It moved backwards and for¬ 
wards a little when Knorr took out his 
handkerchief and waved it vigorously 
to make a draught. When he took his 
walking stick and passed it rapidly 
right through the flame there was also 
a little quivering. The end of this stick 
was covered with a brass ferrule, and 
he held this in the will-o'-the-wisp for 
15 minutes without it becoming appreci¬ 
ably warm, showing that there was no 
flame in the ordinary sense of the word. 
There seems to have been no noticeable 
odour or smoke. After trying everything 
possible, Knorr was finally obliged to 
leave the light. Circumstances prevented 
his return to the spot. 

Combustion 

Although the term 'flame' is used in 
many accounts it is clear that it is no 
ordinary combustion flame, and I have 
located only one report where the 
writer claims to have succeeded in 
igniting material from what he, at least, 
terms a will-o’-the-wisp. This is by L. 
Blesson, a Major of Engineers in 
Berlin. He states*' that he first saw the 
phenomenon in a marshy area of the 
Forest of Gorbitz, where standing 
ferruginous water was covered by an 
iridescent film: 

*. .. during the day bubbles were seen 
rising from it. and in the night blue flames 


were observed shooting from and playing 
over its surface . . . One day, in the twiiighf. 

I went to the place and awaited the approach 
of night.% The flames gradually became 
visible, showing that they burnt else during 
the day. I approached nearer, and they 
retired. Convinced that they would return 
again to the place of their origin when the 
agitation of the air ceased, I remained 
stationary and motionless, and observed 
them gradually approach. As I could easily 
reach them it occurred to me to attempt to 
light paper from them. For some time I did 
not succeed in this experiment, which I 
found was owing to my breathing. I there¬ 
fore held my face from the flame, and also 
interposed a piece of cloth as a screen. On 
doing this i was able to singe paper, which 
became brown-coloured and covered with 
viscous moisture. I next used a narrow slip 
of paper, and enjoyed the pleasure of seeing 
It take fire . ..' 

General description 
From the above extracts and other 
reviews**"'* it does seem that the will- 
o'-the-wisp was a real phenomenon, 
once widely known throughout Europe 
and North America. It was always 
associated with standing stagnant water 
in very wet marshes and peat bogs. On 
still, dark, warm nights it might appear 
as a glowing, almost flame-like volume 
of gas an inch or more across, but with 
no very definite boundary. The colour 
of the light was generally described as 
bluish, but could be more yellow and 
luminous towards the centre. It was not 
normally hot enough to produce any 
perceptible warmth, much less cause 
ignition. 

The phenomenon was usually noticed 













low down near the water surface, and 
^could attain sufficient intensity to 
illuminate nearby vegetation. It was 
very susceptible to the slightest air 
currents, being readily extinguished. 
Multiple occurrences were usual, and 
the often-quoted Idea of a single flame 
dancing from one place to another 
could simply be an optical . illusion 
resulting from sequential activity. 

It is inevitable that a number of other 
luminous phenomena will from time to 
time have been wrongly identified as 
will-o’the-wisps. We can now say that— 
whatever it is—it is not: 

St Elmo's fire, in the laboratory, a bluish 
electrical corona discharge appears on 
pointed ends and projections of con¬ 
ducting objects placed in a strong 
electrostatic field at atmospheric 
pressure, in nature, the corresponding 
glow has been known to be generated 
on a ship's mast, soldiers' spears— 
and even the heads of men—by the 
proximity of a highly charged storm 
cloud. 

Ball lightning. This equally poorly under¬ 
stood phenomenon would be better 
termed a ‘lightning ball', for it appears 
as a rnetastable floating luminous globe 
generated on rare occasions by a stroke 
of ordinary lightning.'* The object 
reported by Filopanti' as a will-o'-the- 
wisp, and from which he succeeded in 
igniting some tow, seems more likely to 
have been ball lightning. 

Exhalation of natural gas. Petroleum Is 
normally accompanied by large volumes 
of associated natural gas. Deposits of 
gas not clearly associated with oil are 
also known, as is the evolution of 
methane (firedamp) from coal seams. 
Faults in the enclosing rock may allow 
a current of gas to reach the surface— 
accidental ignition may then give rise to 
shrines containing 'everlasting flames', 
as at Baku. A lower, more intermittent 
rate of discharge and accumulation 
would obviously lend itself to occasional 
deliberate firing to amaze the touristl 
Luminous owls. Perhaps luminous owls 
should also be mentioned at this pointi 
Reports of these crop up from time to 
time,*’ usually with the suggestion that 
the luminosity is due to contamination 
of the bird's feathers with particles of 
rotting wood (derived from its roosting 
place) rendered luminous by a fungus— 
the familiar 'fox-fire'. Conceivably the 
silent swooping flight of such a bird out 
hunting at ni(;ht could be responsible 
for some otherwise inexplicable sight¬ 
ings attributed to the will-o'-the-wisp. 

Some possible explanations 
Explanations of the will-o'-the-wisp 
have been as numerous as they are 
unsatisfactory. 

The idea of luminous flying insects 
has already been mentioned, and found 
Wanting. A favourite correlation is with 


the marsh gas which can be seen to 
bubble to the surface when the mud of 
almost any stagnant pool is agitated 
with a stick. This gas consists of 
approximately two thirds methane and 
one third carbon dioxide, and results 
from the breakdown of cellulose, 
proteins and fats by anaerobic bacteria.** 
Methane can be synthesised by simple 
chemical methods in the laboratory, 
and shown to be lighter than air and to 
burn with a pale blue flame (with a 
yellow luminous core if of any appreci¬ 
able size and unaerated). Dislodged 
accumulations of marsh gas can indeed 
be ignited at the surface of the pool with 
a match, when they burn with a brief 
flame. 

To explain the wlll-o’-the-wisp In this 
manner a major problem Is how to 
achieve natural ignition of intermittent, 
disconnected bubbles of gas rising 
through the marsh. Successive authors 
of textbooks of inorganic chemistry 
have passed on a notion (originally due 
to Volta) that spontaneous ignition of 
marsh gas could result from the 
presence of phosphine (PH,—the phos¬ 
phorus analogue of ammonia) as an 
occasional impurity. It is well known— 
from an experiment which is more 
often talked about than repeatedi— 
that when this gas is made by heating 
white phosphorus with sodium hydr¬ 
oxide solution, each bubble ignites 
spontaneously with a bright flash and 
the production of a white smoke of 
metaphosphoric acid, occasionally as a 
vortex ring.** 

Over the years, several workers have 
claimed ***■’• that a volatile compound 
of phosphorus, assumed to be phos¬ 
phine, is present in the gases evolved 
from waterlogged soils and the putre¬ 
faction of proteinaceous material con¬ 
taining bones and similar phosphates. 
Nevertheless, the possibility of such an 
extreme reduction has been challenged 
on thermodynamic grounds.” 

More recently, vapour phase chroma¬ 
tography has failed to detect even parts 
per million traces of phosphin.^ in the 
gases evolved from soil/phosphate 
mixtures incubated anaerobically in the 
laboratory.'* The discrepancy is discon¬ 
certing: could some other volatile com¬ 
pound of phosphorus be involved? 

However, as long ago as 1844, 
Thenard proved that the spontaneous 
inflammability of phosphine prepared 
in the above manner is due to con¬ 
tamination by a small amount of the 
higher hydride PyH,; pure phosphine is 
not self-igniting. In any case, ignition of 
bubbles of marsh gas—spontaneously 
or otherwise—would give a hot flame 
of short duration, which is not in 
accordance with most of the evidence 
concerning the will-o'-the-wisp. 

The chemiluminescent oxidation of 
some volatile substance entrained in 


the methane would appear the most 
plausible hypothesis. I have found that 
injecting crude phosphine (containing 
P,HJ into a current of natural gas at a 
level insufficient to cause Ignition 
produced a bright green luminescent 
'flame*, but there was plenty of smoke 
and a characteristic smell—the colour 
was wrong tool Could phosphine and 
phosphorus compounds be a false trail? 
Clark suggested organometallic com¬ 
pounds,'* but many of these would be 
expected to be toxic to microorganisms. 

Perhaps a better clue is given by the 
related 'cool flames'*’—the subject of 
some little known research by the 
famous organic cher./'^t W. H. Perkin.** 
He found that when a combustible 
mixture of ether vapour and air was 
maintained at 260'*C—a temperature 
just below its ignition point—a feebly 
luminous, bluish flame was produced. | 
have repeated this experiment, and can 
confirm that the large, lambent blue 
'flame' (quite distinct from the usual 
brightly luminous yellow flame of ether 
burning in a dish) was quite cool. It 
would not ignite paper, and fingers could 
be passed through it with impunity. Now 
carbon disulphide exhibits the . same 
phenomenon at around 200 ®C.** so 
perhaps some volatile, unstable, organic 
compound formed by anaerobic fermen¬ 
tation could undergo this form of chemi¬ 
luminescent aerial oxidation at ambient 
temperatures. Ironically, a laborat 9 ry 
simulation proposed for ball lightning** 
falls Inte this 'cool flame' category, and 
seems to fit the will-o'-the-wisp rather 
betterl 

Research 

There are two ways by which the 
existence and constitution of the will-o'- 
the-wisp might be resolved: by investiga¬ 
tion of the spectrum and/or analysis of 
the natural phenomenon itself, or by the 
generation of samples of luminous bio¬ 
gas in the laboratory. 

I have made a preliminary attempt at 
the latter by filling a one gallon glass 
bottle with an aqueous suspension of 
peat, garden soil and well-rotted 
compost, and incubating the mixture at 
2S-30 ‘'C In a dark place. A delivery tube 
was arranged to dip under water in a 
trough, and after some days 'marsh gas* 
could be seen bubbling off. It could be 
collected In Jars and tubes by the 
displacement of watc;r, and burnt with 
a pale blue flame when ignited. Alter 
14 days a blended mixture containing 
bone meal, diammonium hydrogen 
phosphate, egg, dried milk and whole 
fish was 'added to the bottle. Tlie 
evolution of gas was soon augmented, 
but (although repulsively odoriferous) It 
never displayed the slightest luminosity 
when allowed to come In contact with 
air, either bubble-by-bubble or in 
volume. 





(I^v^rer, negative results can never 
conclusive—one might have 
ruined some essential constituent— 
(0 i\ is desirable to investigate the 
rvAtural phenomenon* And this is where 

f aders of this journal come in. Is the 
ill-o’-the-wisp truly extinct, or does 
lyone know of a locality where it may 
jtill be seen? 
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JLUAJlCiUU:i VWLm 



to Tim RDltOR 09 Tim Tlira. 

PIr.'-Wllh to tomuf raott InpoteAl 
inc for m hi«Ki«f, I tn Joort W anJl %t>t 

rtM.oB for vij l«imlriDut owL Dot If, Wifor* fwt»l 

SUh ilniu 6fl all yt>« csvi fi»d a a>pK>r forr ly 

following exlr«c» from • triWvriUAA 
latt will. I kuorort mamf of fnm wl —u fy* 

That on BiuisQ^ raowtof llg^ kwa mt4 ' 

iKat aJeicst m oorUiAl^ U to opgT#y i f bf a Wj 4, to, I 
!thldk, daw i^rotad b^rp^ y— 4 io^ K«t wntf W U 
lil( 1*7 irtt toxf atoa tocor 

tj a fK>licrciuia 6o hU thif^ mon4, ar»^ m I toacn 
vtomiog, slaoa hj Uha m»4 4ma^kU^ it lb« 

a^alra la ona ui wtWM c4iT«ti Uol hM affsTtaaij hM 
boOBC. ■•*'. fc. -••*♦*•' ’ 

*' Oa DoonnbfV U orrvTal 4f vi BAermmM (write* m« 

*of tLnml trera ataadtrig on pfolto-bar Sr«wa>* 2 n*efoc<r 
•oJ i. It wma a v«i7 <torkl moraiag. Abn«i | a* wera >l| 
a>itpr:y«l to Ibxl aoisrthiog bfomng about lik* hhi% 

.flrr. Our railUrOi vtwt iba adyw ol oar poo*.wi <a — a w<u* 
full I il bong til ibom liao oobwa ba , and aan»opu^a 
*4<f Ir wrro very bright. 1 ibonghi jroa would llk» to ban** 
about tliia, a« ll would bo •html iho mnm kla*^ tKo 
buDiooca uwl wtui arro, and 1 do noi aeo w%r It r^cold 
nut fting oo b bird'# (aaihord M v»ll aa It did oo na. 
.Tlirra urra atoiat oi oa, m I do Iftiiiik w* arcra 
-I d'riylfiM io wHal wo wrw,** • . > 

.1 uiaf ntfUioo. porKapa, dtot fha UtUv jon worn go*f 
fnoiiKh to piibli^ bad boon r^icladod U aaora tlbaa oo« 
Io<ol |««po*. • 

•' lo a rnriops book aotitlad * A WooJorfal iritotT ff 
All tlM Stoinia, llarriraiwo* Birthr|Taikaaf Ao./ 
lyondon, HOI), oooors fwritra Iho Uto fcrir Hmrjr E1H% 

~ |'riori|uil iitmrian of tho flriltob Maamoal tiro fr)llowl 9 f 
ftOrnuut cf ' lUmna that appaor D|xm tho baima of «i«wt 
Oifl : Ibrir oauro.* Ttraao ara torroeiimto ^lainni/ 

_ rihalaiiuna ai aiurod In ,tbo air la aioail po^ta, 

iu llin niqbU bf tho nniatonoa of tbo oolJ, ara kiiajlrd bf 
clmviog to borMw' aara dr>d uao'a biw^ a3»d afamtiirry, 
iMiog or wulklng ; and that (barj ticazra to bait ot 

— gamiraU it la by tba aamo raaac y that dow cloataa to 
Ilirro, thuf tMriitgdx/ and aUACtiia^ laad ao oaofw propaa 

10 rt'ceira ibaxn.'^ . .• • . •. f . \ : 

Tba ; ' •• • •'■. "• ' •• ‘ • 'i. 

*. ** Waddartagftrrai* • i- , :. 

, . ^ CoDnaot of on 0 t]ROI|i rapooi, wbidb aff^t - 

* Coodmaaa, and tba vid anTlroa* roamd,** 

~ may not, ■Ibco Mllton'a uyi, barra aw ec unpt a t a l y dla- 
•pprarcf^ fcoia, wnIi-*lrmiDj|d Digland *a fnano af oa had 
cu);po«ad. ‘ Tonx ol^diooi aerrairt, 

-bUdogtiaat, Doo. 14, _^ T. DIQIIT nOOTt, 

* TOTHBEDnOROfTimTIMra. 

_ Blr.—Will J04I allorw ma lo add a littla lo Sir l^tgby 

rigott’a account of tho loaitoaiaa ewt, wbicb vao 
publiohfyd In TAaTImaJ WetUf Edition cf Dctwoihnr W /. 

1 lUkt obflerrwl Uiis phoaommoa la on* 

CTrnior in February, lSi>2, and whan 1 aDrotiurwd it ira 
schoul urMt day I funiod that iomrai of tho cbitlrm koirw 
of it,ami raid at noon that it waa a '* gtua ollert ** (g brootf, 
cui in ** full 'Hva dnriTatioo la Ckbrlona, and tracbora ia 
otuor fduta of Shrupahira hava told caa that (Lair pii|dto 
_ Ld«w Loth lha l4)rTii aod lha (Mog.! ' '' 

A |v9ir of theaa blida, fitrU ft nm n o a, Ur^ii io thg 
iHiil liog^ at a fami aUnjt a bondxnrl jwxla from lha 
a>lnx>l, anil I wutclird thtm care/uDy. I aaw tba 
linnino^ily raTcral tinica, but it waa not m> bright aa Bir 
Oip,l'y rij^oll’i coampoodaol ob*iprredi and ujruallj 
onlf fo^ » time, tbirogfi I eouM aea Iba bitda 
l)ring abiiut after lha luminous gfnaci bwl coummI. I 
orver 6A*r both bir<ls lomiaona at lha aaraa litoa, arwl 1 
_ . ^la uonbla lo aaj nbathcr tba mala or fcrmla. or both, 
gnr^eMOil this power. 1 went to thair lair lo tha barn 
: several tiicrs whila ooa wm eihJblliag id broutital 

_; glrr\r\ tliiuhiog to flod out nbirb -of tba peir pcwiwowd • 

‘ (bn tflnu iJon,’but .Inmrinbly foiiod both btnla abeaot,. 

’ j litvo tom both bIgU leara the burn in lha aracxiog, ona > 
l-oniaous, and Iba olhaf fbowiog no gleam, 

I * 1 thoiigbt tba lumlooeiiy nl|>Kt ba rboarrfed tha ' 

I flc«‘lri>*al riioiliilon of ibo atin.4«|>bera, but thoui^b It w»r 
__ [ijiiinl! V brisblrsii (uid laateil looge>| wben tba elrctriral • 
IhiI/'iiIIuI of tliO alai<»4(khcra nna higl'«»r, it waa o>'t 
Mwaynau. It rooiatimea bap|wne<t iKai aatlhry of thn 

_ pwU wH\ lumlntHif when the air wim highly cKaigtvl wttK 

j laclriciiy. Nor did tba Unniootiity an*<^ lo ba cnev* 
nirrO;<l with lla bygromelrla ttala Of tba air; It 
{ 71 >|v>%rcJ Irididrrcally la rnuUl or dry air. 

11 1 ciuibl obverse tK>thli*f fA ladirata ibai tba lu«niiuiait| 
iKrnr iw<lt»r tha control af iba orl. Jl »rpo*»c«l to fum* 

_ ilriiiQ iu bi(a»i, and Ihr uivlar ab|aa of lit wings »*•! K-l/« • 
'll .^I»m») 9 'ipprare l nhea lha birbe ypr.tr li»p**^r c\n*l;tl«a, « 
!«od u<it III fitlitr Ciin«»«. 1 a^cerUliinil tU« by fluliaf 

— ||tlieiT Irtir about qaidiUy, afUr a Inaiina’.M rJtbtbiiKui rn 
|.ibn (irnrinu^ arenitKt. 1 %i«il*ni tbetu «n olian ia Ihitiway ■ 
mbar, afti t a litur, iltay l«•uk rtry Ut|Jo u*u\iias*9 lUa. 

— f Wlim lha On) ik It)ing a^.» wbiU taarchlng Iba 

Jltetl; 7 >-s|:U la a c>uird>r lanf, ibit gU>»M to bM e|*|Mo; * 
ijiiiil U ii*aa a«kld<n)y f*» ll.o bt'lpc i» v:^bp 

|i bo,'kiitUullf,' and ImiIhsi rnihrr |t>la)itQ the 
uf b'»r>* ail llnif drivarnf. ^l bar# .edVp bett riartie'i 
In tide ary. ' . ;y; '1 ‘ * * V' * *' •* 

• 1 l»avr pfytn* *ri7\ 4 f*/'*?' luoJaNja, iKhu-^h. | b«r« 1 '• 

fold of It I'f fn(4rbjr'«.,invl oil rrn a tu ktvg 

•act? It. / I ur«cA' 4llu;cbl | fi^coUct) (t ill b lr>.u» | 
ival<diiu,*, In !•/aidb tlddog lo (ba Mkv rVv»>»b«t 

cvrointlv but U»a gfrAn*- ci»rvu Imm a l|^lMirbt'’ 2 , wb^ b 
K«ti ^wlottofe*em***# tba cuhvt^, aod n>• oriit 
yU wa't raHorJfd llghi frt^tbtt Wl-lavt*/ ik tltogUlf 
talU a(\;iMWfad bfU. r . i / , . ' v • • * 

; 1 ^' J.'T',' I ai»s blrvgbiiir ubedlr9»t'W'»t^at'? a 

y. • V • ' ‘ ' V * A < (irNTi: V 'rtitfHbU, * ' 

>f j-V*:' v»-* :*v^*r*> ~ 


bo I -0020 
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- ZJantwu^ 14*, |90^ - 

■ I ■ ■ ' ’. Ip MjNoi/a hijiD s.. . : 

TO TOB EDITOB Od T^B TXMBS. 

Bir,—Tba carioria pbeoomnaon of o Inmlnooa bird 
daacribad by Bir Dtgby Ptfott Utaly to foor oolamaa 
will, 1 bopa» yat obtain arplaaatlon tioai obwawara of 
aatunJ blaioay. Buck an appaaianoa, though it waa 
apoken of aa ** tba boggla/* and a good dmi of ** foklog 
and bearing *' waa mixed op wit^ it, U known to have 
I aaemrad to IBM balwara a Maroh an^ Ootobnr, and in tha 

• autumn of lB9t, at Ora|atoka a^ at Bkalton. lha 
kaapac at (irayatnka bnliarea Ibgl || waa tba a4tk ot 
poacbora who bad tied a buU’a-aya tootara to a aeltar*a 

?oollar. It norod rwry quickly aad'afpoam ia bam laapi 
amx badgaa,azkd la drwcrlbod by aoam aa a daaaUng light 
aa largo aa n iabla lamp.** 

' Wbaa aaan at Bkeltaw tba Hgb > a p paamd to morra id ^ 
‘tadalaihig enrrea, and not only |mat ermr hedgm, but 
aoarad aboaa lha t<)p of a fir planta don. hf y In/onnaot 
.wba want out to naO It two or aa Umaa^ oould narar. 
gel aawr It, b^ la oartkin It waa not a aaOar with a bull's* | 
aryn laatara, and ibl&b* it waa a Uti. Ita momoMBt, haj 
laayn, wm nmctly Uka Um fUght of albird. . | 

Another Informant! wYltea ma lhat at tha and of j 
' Baptambar, 1100, tht laapar at Boidby^WU waa approach- 

* tog bia bona altar da^, whan ' rbal bar took to ba a^ 
pifktjar flaw iowardg him from ( rar a wall, and aa It 
awarmd from htoa ll diaUnotiy a xdttad a fla^ of light 
from ondar Ita wing, ilia daaerlba^ It aa Ilka tba fltah of 
raflaotad son light aaan when a lapbrl If wbaela, 

: Ooa mooh wiahaa fpr moia light a fOm thUi matUc. 

-; *. . »: • * •^jTowtmfy, - . v . * . 

* January 7. r . D. RAWnBl4BT. 

’ ^It may lotarait your fWUta- o know that t mala 
wnxviog '* In floa t platnaga .wa \ Coo&4 dmd to tha 
''Kaawiak raUay oo Ne^ Xmi't Rra. 


.. ». 


Gr<^fito/<e i. 

~ 6k€fdT»/\ jCtoriher/oaof. 
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A LD^^S0U3 OirLf 


LUMINOUS 0WJJ3. 


TO niP. KDITOR OP •niR TLME3. 

Rir,—la th«» bopo th*4, perbap», if 70 a r«n fioii room 
for it, »«'>ako cf jour r<Myi4'<ii ciaj t» 14 throw ll|hi uo 
ft i^torj, I vcaturo to 5on«l 70 a om which 1 

reroirrxl from a corrr>spooiieDi—* ftporUia*n ool Ik 
nAtumii^tr>'wbo44» «LatriQcni of what bo saw caaj bo 
ocirptr-l conO'Iroc**. I 

My first loiprrvMon on rcoHinc his letlrr wm that a I 
** Will o' th« wup," not prolylj tinoommon ia that 
ori|^tbotirboo<l, until cxorciocii bj •Iraia F'ipcw, hwl! 
wondorod bock to iu old hounU, and that tho writer hod' 
boro pririlegnd to catch sight of fh« loaUm, 

•• Doncutc In rnarlij light oVr fon and Isko 
La hit bewitched, low, monbj willow broka/* 

But dioapfiTAraaoo wh^n dLstarbed tnto a DcighhoorinK 
rorrr and later rcappoariaG 0 wb«*a lha plora is qoialj 
again Is mnrr» Id arrordanoa srith lha wajs of a bird than| 
with what ia looordol of lha doiogs oi aochuAcaanji 
lights. I - 

It woa oa rid belief thni lha common heloa, lika that N 
salrnoj (>oachr.rs In ** Guj MsoMring/* shows on 
occosiooa a ii^t to attract CUh within rmaga of lu 
sp>'ar ; and Bishop SlonUj writas that ** there Is a eorj 
eiUoordiaarj light said to ba visible oa th« broaot of a 
spocioa of Amcriron bittom.** | 

1 ora not awom of any n'cortl of other birds giftOil in’ ~ 
the lAaie wsj. Is it posaiLlo that soiua Unditioo of tba 
’ kind may be esnltelmed in tl»« dLatioctivw aome of the ’ 
oommon bant ow|, ^(rix ^ammra e ^ 

The Borne of the ftorj, which moat bo told In mj:- 
correspoodonl's own wonls, is in North Norfolk. In tba 
loU‘r^ia of a proboLlj feathered hero, I strike cal toore 
exact local refererxes. 

“ Loot Sunday oeenia^ ’* (Doromber 1), ** I ha*!,** he 
• writer, *• gone t4> post i*«»nia letters about 7 44 p.m,, tlw 
evening t>cing dark snd odm. with slight fog. 1 saw 
whsl 1 si first took to be the iorop of a moUir-ojrlo pr>*' 

ces'dini; rapidly on tbo-rood, oLost half s mila to the! 

sr»uth, wbrn it e4»«lil4Jidy stopysvl, ro^ soon vsnls into! 
tho lur, and mtorccol i 4 »|an:oUv eevcrol burol^ ynr^ls.'> 
and o^oin stop|io<| azal rove hicKrr into the air. Irallrvlj 
tho Bllrotion of iwnne pwwrrv-by to It, tot the rfxmtry-) 
mrn mr rely soi*! it * lookoil funny,' and they hod itevcr 
seen anytiiing lika it. 

** My groom's cottage being rmlr a frw mhuitee* walk. 

I colltxl him out wiih his >Tife, oml wo IrHiknl at the dull 
lamp porming its aerial cvolutirms. Boon alter I met 
my SOD, ami. gettios the servicea of a man. we croonl 
over to a (wmllel rowi to rrcl a h»*tUr view. blr*fif4og by 
s gain, wo Iwwt a •fthselid opp*>ttunity of wsLcmnie It. 

- Uoco it cn>!W4«l iho field in our dirrrtwm to within'tbo*!! 
200 yards of us, wtam It turrwid tk*rk ami disa 4 >p<'art'«l In a 
iTua/low by atr*win. NegoiroJ log a TiaatT fenrw into 
the tuoodow, ue disturbed il and It rapidly liow ami •liO' 

apprare*! Into Mr.-'s pUnuaion. About 10 40 1 went 

_ again toUi the Unc. aud alter wortina somo tlm# th# bir«l 
(tor wvh it crnainly wna) rou.’r 7 r<i from tho wooil ami 
‘ piirroiiol (ho ».amo lactim. It (h«*u *li<htcd oa the 
plioiglnvl OeLI, but roj«o alter a MS4>Q<t5, an«l, aii«r 
flyiug rctuud it, ogaia aJicht4*<l on tha uthi-r «lda uf tha 
ftrid. oh^ut 140 verb from where | wics atooilio;;. 

** it rvruoinoi} mura than five minutoo, d*ving which 
time It I ojMc d twloo oi-TOst the Cald of roy field-sloeoeo, 
nr raJlurr tl»e glsoa rwooed omns It. onlv to magnify who! 
luokixl likn a Iwtce lamp sumointLsJ with mitt, Tha li^^hl 
' aiaib oly dla<mwa/««l, and 1 saw it do more. 

** I oat rpdta ootivlrtoed II w«a an owl.** 

Tour obedieol •erTartt, 


I 


Bberloghom, Doc, 7. 


T. DIGDT riOOTT. 


TOTUBBDrroBOFTHH’niflsa, | 

BIr,—^Tba appeonooe <A a Inaalnona night bird In North 
Norfolk, srhJch you srere good looegh ionribwmelo 
ehronlola In TVs Timas Ima ottiwoted ao imaoh atteatkm 
omd given xiae to eo wssaj ggeatiowlnga that. If joa ooa^ 
before finally diamioaing tha natter, Ikod apmem to ai^nir 
ma to odd a few wtxrda to what 1 ham already 1 

ahoil be much Indebted to yoo. | 

I have this afternoon rotomed from a two days* ebit' 
to the gtmlleman on wbooe property the birds (there ore 
two) have mode theraeelvea at homo. Though not 
fortunate enough, ae 1 bod hoped, to aee tbeas myeetf,, 

1 hare pemmolly Iniarrlowed ten trustworthy wllnewoe 
of the GDony who base been more farooredi, Inclodlag, 
among others, the wl/^ (koghter, and son of my hoot, 
Ithe last on oSoer who aerred In tte South Alrican vnur^ 
his boiliil, a polioemoa, tha Tllbge ocboolmaster, and tha 
dark and portor at the railway station. j 

1 cannot expect 70 a to spore room for tha details of | 
iha otorlsn they bare to toll, lAtaioslinf thoogh they | 
would ba to every one srho oorea for mtoxml history, and [ 
srill only say that, onlsoa rrldenoa, ono-bolf of whloh 
would be oonalderwd by any Coori of law'sulBoieDi toi 
hang a msn, is to be entirely Ignored, there oon be no 
doubt that a pair of bltda corrylag a yellowish light, oo 
strong ae to h/ve been when first noticed mbtokm by two 
man at dlflerant plooca for biojipl, Umpo, hare ikoxlag 
the last few weeks been eeen by sodU one (otUa by many 
people at oooe) almoat erary mi ght hawking, like bom 
owla, oloog the hedge rows on brock aide, leeting fos 
five or Urn miuotae at a Uom or a treso, and erery 

now and thsn swooping oa to ih# gNBod. ‘ | 

A swoop a few nights ago waa,vtha aoboolmg^r told, 
na, In hU heorlDg follownd Immediately Ijf what Lai 
bellered to ba the fqoeol of a yocmg ni. ^ , | 

Perhaps the most inioieeUag story of oil was that told' 
by the form boiliil, who oasured me that when ona ol the' 
blrdo, which he hod been watching for wime UmS os It > 
bont^ round a wheat atock on a very dark tdght, flew off 
and lit on a tree, vrhLck hw pointed out to me, on the 
other side of the field, the light It gnve out was so strong 
_ that he could see distinoUy iha outUnea of the branrhea 1 
roond It, { 

I oonfina myoelf to a mpetldou df tha tacts aa told to 
mo, and do not attempt to offer any explanation. But to 
no one who has p>uxxled ovar the phosphoreeoeni trail 
of such amall oreetaiea as oendpedee on a damp aatamn 
evening, or read ia the reporta of the Challenger expedi* 
Uonor elaewbere of the wondedol UgbiKorryingoonitiv* 
aooee of many deep asa fls ha s, will tha phenomecon 
appear eiihor ImpondhU or unnatoxoL 
If tbo one or pnrpoee la aakod, Dcna who aa boya have 
oeogbt spertowa with a bull’a eye lonLem or watched the 
atortled amaaement which for a momont poralyiwe a 
doemoosa If a match la ainsek suddenly and hold to tha 
_ oage, will have any dlflloalty In fbdlng a possible answer. 
If, as your correspondent *' A Bbropshire Teochsr ** 
believes, the light ia bdgbinei when the bird ia in a poor 
condition, one might be tempted to fancy that catare,' 
ted In tooth and claw, may hare her softer moments andi 
be ready at tlmoe to step down from the iron pedestal j 
from which she watchee with Impartial eye theatrogglei 
for exlstenoe, to lend a hand to help the lame dog ovar! 
the aille. { 

From stodea which have reached me slnoe ** Inmloouaj 
owla ** became the talk of . the nalghbouihood 1 ain| 
IncUnod to think llghta of the kind may ba Use rare than 1 
has been aoppoeod, and that, hot lor Um Ima of rldlcuU,, 
we might oftonor bear of them. 

I should like to repeat eomo of tha atraafa tales told 
me, but have already, I am afraid, put g dangerous atnin 
oa your patlanoa. 

~ Tout obodlant aemnl, 

Shorlngham, aon. 7. " T. DIOBT PIGOTT. 

, I.;.;—-.I. ( 
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I 


Bir-I 


MINOUS OWL 


BIRD SIIOTI IN THC DARK AT 

i WE >T ail.NHY. 

. • • * , ’ • 

GiUKKI: efer*s stoby. ’ 


lA. £J^r. 

oi lumiaaC'* ••I. I •• 


o*» •r IK ' <»4 s^ftolk wWm I 

gM^k0^r Ui W HaJI tor m f»»tW 

c,a M 1U MM* o4 I «•« «« vm 

rrr^ 4 «rk mL^u^ mp tma. MTtW. W\iU 

FM #0 I ••• • ■W%W U(kt 

P«M «k«« Wy 
»cinWl 1 •»* U rM»« ••»!( »•* 

ka«iAf W»rm A I •••< •a U4a» 1 4A4 


m( P«j M*r4 l» tC 1 ** 4mWM, m 

amm IMK^ 

% (rw alcana at t«rviiri« I • «i acaJ« Lm tW 
•a (U U»c4 
••» 

aitliu I IW 

I 


MIC* «OOil. 

„ _ \it\i 

mr. Fa^ —yral 
ritll ■>▼• r«B 


•kiaBiaf I fi'oaW- I| 'amifcad till 14 . 

ran* witVia a U« yar ^ al aaaj aa4 tWa AlW 1 
at tlM li«kt. Jt k aay Ur4i. ja4 t»mcf mj ^ 

aar^naa vkaa I I »aa4 a kal/^ar»W 

rbara *•! 44aa4 aa t4a graaM il . ! I UaMckt k* 
•kaa U«« yatkari >« ’■"’fM. a* it »aa 

y»1«» g lata U U • Wi I kaaa amm a 

fraat »aar ••ka • aaa tkaat, | ••aac aaw aaa 
Wfaca f|ta aaft 
aarvta^ 


aa. Vaat DaraA i 

J '■ 

ir—Cl^^Ti 


vara aH ka a AaM 
Bar roar BaAB than 
raaaiag I***** 

TW aa^t mm ~' 
a U« 4 t, ^ U r 
tka kaakj Ua# at 
atralfkt !^o>ou tk 
dialaaea lai vk 
acrxaa thL AaM 
aatil it ^aacbkd t 
laad. tkda 6omm 
•kick y^iudr 
|ua«ka 4 Lt kla. 
i•klak •fca tlkal 
I Cra^ Watjaftar all 


jaara fagtkfallv, 

I . T 


•aakc 


BOLflL 

im. iaaaaxy itik. , , 

' ';!• ; 

Ck- JV4lMar. I I • 

tir-oi CkUidii aa Km. WiL A4 tvalaa ^daek i 
iTtkai^ »< at k* ctati aodaa traga, vk>ck! 

calU 4 tkafaUkarUkcvka. a, 
; A vr • kai| 4 rW ri^kda 
Ssoatam Eoad ta a kack Uaa. | 
f ka taA 4 bm ikat ka ka 4 aaa%| 
a Uakara. aikak aamaaWa# 


A«ll ta a ak^t- 

It tkaa a^ 
..al timaa aAJa. 4a aid^ 

I# kack Uaa. Waartarlaf tka 
ka Uaa iatd a plaatatUa 
1 rof'.i Halt** I At tka tiaaa w 
ukdltali ki4 mi tka apcriU 
U ba abm^ mm CkrUt^aa. 
kf |»arkap« 4aa tkat akkk. 
aa, mam . ra^^—tUti^m Bmv 

I. 4 KAPWEU^ 


imp. AcUk lAtk flaapty. j 


tif-K<raca tka 
aad iU k latarjr 

ffraat va^k mm *' 
rnmm »ar4 ward 

raviaa tka atlaat . 

• ard ky tka yraad 
Uok apaa BM aa ill 
al tka aatJ^awl val 
§o far.ltka acidJ 
aaBcUat*ta kaaf 
all kaiaiittj. am 
attaadaata'aflkca 
aod mpam kw bm 
domm all. tka It 
battara «koav t* 
ikaC •ay. Aad < 
abaat bm tsayk 

** Bkkk Uaat U 

dvH ** a tklaf 
"HtMT (lla»ci 
** twanta jaiUa aalkoar.*' Wk^k^^ it 
arrcatcd | 6 r aacaaliTa i i paad? Act nay 


. lie ddUrr.] f- ' ( '•^*•'1 

amiaaaa o«l it maffad «a4.! 

lad la tka BU. B«itkacklL<r« 
liawl Blrdal I’d Uka ta aa^ 
4k<' aakjactj aad. t]i keta/... 
I aa * tka argoaMBta ^t ^ | 
Irra arka. rimtly or Brmaly, 
1^ rtalk.l>titiaBla—IA m tmai 

kaa awt. ll aaaart; "kAm^ 
ria.* aad 1 aay tkU •Ilk 
^ a alakdUa. aad a paar 
aagkt td U aabaai aaivr. 


kta 


UkBt^aa kb ayta>. 4 a i 
la aad akaatekoraacaiMa 

kin Biiki. 1 .aaa aat kailt 
tkU faaa ar«Ut 4a kara bem 
> Ival Mytkloal aaaaatkiac.. 
bteit** aad.iVU a btrti^ 
*« fallopt. aoaordlnf ta 
Itak kdiMrd!). at abaat 
aoC kiacn 
pUa far 


_ akoU fokoof aflkra* tifal liltia mb ktrdt. la • 
danger of •■IcraDloaU «B. Ptmaap by aakaadad.. 
O thia payvarK g^vra^'koa: i 

Tkia intiiaiAcadl aa»l aoart KUJak ti aa yat 
ba«oa\tarrA aad Aavau^obkrd bv tka koM« ol 
IWal. mra Sir llligbr ■ tkaad^ra (a tka 
“TiRira'*| Uckail jka Ugklaiaf of Ai;pt kaad 
ahidcmrr.i 

Mr. ntmaad . 

BM, ia r^aci, * 

BaUiDa pilk rpc 
(or rard«r **; kow 
Tka “Scbool t> 
la mrlag Two aJL 
rail roond at o» 

Iwrnty aa tka 
Biiaatm. My mi 
poiat aa ki« aar 
Uy good (rica<i 
UaT«« bakiad a 
Tkaa ^p |oa > 
t.7. oa; loaded 
pawdcr.->io aa* 

Fiaiaa laaU'. 

(iracafally^ rati 
rk*. and tka 


any aakwltaf. aad UlU 
dbtt aad am/* 1 aaa ytlll 
p (•mea. aad api ** aa 
kr prom«ilUiff 
err a'* farMa effort yc«alla<l 
n a arkaol rkliuacy ! If ka’il 
af my arbodla 1*11 abow klaa 
[arkb^rd ia kalf aa raaaT 
la aa kalbfal kovlka aaaa la 
Ima. 

Mr. T. BoutkwrII. wooiwa aad' 
ifgralloa ol poadar trarka. 

. air. wltk ykor tip F-t t. 

. tka nnaaU wilk dama 
ale rka IKtIa acoAoa rLUl. 
tka fun, aad Mr. Kaarton 
Uaiing naly inorr poadar 
inrll af amoLa. ao to apeak, 
Ukiad klaa. .r I > I r t 

'Salt* up daakraj Me-Badd at a alalt wortn.. 
ao to apa^ -wilklaor*r a. p^r array of arpa -4 
a. i- akirh k» flm ‘ 

Bpila af kir. J. If Garnay'a decjaian ra Aam- 
• faeaA on (ka I 4 tk- 11 aapsywB ka wanlrd a Aagrr i 
la tka pla. ' I hkar to^ 1 »y MMhl that ka Ua 
**riiaa a«at ka ^kkr k«l ** Lat ma ad«im kUs. 
if ka ba a. -sialTkf b 4 Minaaa Biaa. than ba ia a 
dabatrr, to draip d ra(rr>aairnl atall a*ar wilk 
kiM. for f kaar iH-ra'a •omHkiwr like a erkvd 
prowling> aronad fhem dkrk. eold nlabU. 

lla •arm oiy picBaaaat't lair bom old. So did 
I. DidaT kai or bowm otkar NoroUk folk nffba 
go Inko aid Bra d'ltoa'a akow an (ka Hill (a 
••• a pobT wilkltk# la^l growlag akrra (ka 
krad. aoght (a brj and l^uad aa aid akapa af 
a poor ar^tk IKa tlU (irdtia tka ^aager^ TkU< 
U kutoryl I Would ka lika aoothar*)j 

And (kiaiyara ai>rAiar.iI knaiblr anbailC ta (ba | 
lunrlnoBa owl axklbll*tB 4 . I aaw tka aftlola lia 
tka -VUId.” tafJfrBr'- yo by Mr. Bndd. 
foonl It BwMtljr 4 oaU kaak mada «p of fills 
owl'a prenomc Mawinck. > Mr. Frab^TIna. 
r 1 K- U anotbarj Icmdaa kamoriat. r^rkapa 
r«a*dood aonoigk la ^ ‘:irtyr.** vko kikdly a»- 
pliad (ka aaotiaa UI^Acry 1 * «kat ka Ikoafkt 
an otarckargad gill at p ttUky litar. 

No*, air. aaA gdatlrlnga pf tka iary. I Uara 
It (o yon (a aaa aka ka«l aa yai. oobm off waraf 
(a tka naaa. ' Na i^l U Pat la kaad. aod at (ka 
aarr atipiwit! tka laL , laapnartara of Sack a 
BioaBtroBAlr'g aiUtaaMl rider to "aotaatkiag 
(kat mo «4 baia tdii^a»<l tkat am awl.** Ta my 
lolad It Ik loot aa Irkalp U ka a ragraat tmr.kay, 
ar a dlMatarrad '!r a ra 

dactyl, mr ai dais 

rampkatynaA^A-- 


TarMOBik, 


Wyl iroal Cl 

Mt. BltkBBt 


raaoTrartad p4Wo-l 
)r V/>l^ptAnnt. pr a fUrilad 

KNOWTITTUI. | 


•Hkar. 

• ill ka oaag^ 
likaratml at UU 

ra«a4a B«*a 
aaroBa yitk. aBj 
raliid aap ka «a» 
pBdrarwartBf Ca I 

Tka ArM U att 

orartktt 



ill fUW 

_BtioB ad y*«r aa ^ m ti a d 

^rrUd oat, kat' 4W4 (4 
, ikad kr aapovta. ar^ tkao 
UU pl^ It baa foBod. tkaft U aiar 
aBwal |ka«Ha. |4 oa ga Ua BM 4kaA 
'Mdlaba to kala«'a Bwla- 
: kBCra liMK Itotood W 

^Xtliakl. Bklrk Vaa kaa« 
.oBh. al 4kU BAgkkaBikaad 
a»<f Ikat. to ad .U .aaC 


aoM aa Ukrla 4a glra 4iHk t« a aaytklm* fgAcp 
aa ammm W i kaaa dtV > fr' 


la tkafr kti 
lor aaaak ya^nr 
aovvor ai aadara 
NaHal^ It map , 
aiagiaaakl kaff*«ml 
Cff aaff tba iid 
Ml bl liJa liaH 
kad«aaaaay 4WA. 
14 mamamd a wHy 

mtlAara 'a a dar < 
mlaa to 


• .'lUrCirtSU^klk, 
“* la cU *< 


aitkaritT al M 
mmak IHw4 

aoauaiBB|al 
lar aa to 


Ma.| 


alpa af 


. *44 ad kftopp 

>itotJklak4 Bairfa^k^ 
kr»^ o M^ —ata a»l aa'af^ 

. ib^rtaraJ dkdrUCa pi Nartk 
■ W «toi tkpd W « 4W 
mI ipamBaadto mi d kdt^ka 

W* $m kmL M W^rWdato 
toa mm m a tt p tk a l a^d kf 
M. #7 mptm kato ^ 
toll tiaaa «ka mack b 4 4W 
a aioakd Bto, kafara m4oda(. 

' to toatoto^ Cba 
m. aai toaoMbl 
mjal apadamZ^anp 

'pirT'iT ■ 

MBff Mr.llSMaSaa 
% im t%m fftr«toa«t al Tk 4 

- TJjiWlW ta 

amd %amm apwi. atoH •aad aai 
IMB*# BBM tor* ^ tafkoMl 
iMaad Ba g ffi M aa. a*4 aaaa-1 


atoraaW dklrk tBaiiril 
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eastern DAI/> press (Viorux^G^i), 




(ipiINODS |IL AT HELLESDOli. 

ITS Ur^QtE IIB: DEITI. . ' ; 

I — i 

r\f (•rv.-Qaia* oi«l. or at aav rat*, a laattaoa* 

• la i. ftr tk^a aa*. ca^- 

ua U <i|iH«iitaa ihorainc Ilf |'.<laar4 

t'aaoatl. at la. aa4 U«r4 I rwa 

paraiy aataral rap'*^ a law aiiaar^ alirraartia. 
■■ J*«lia kaov^mlf. * vritaa m *" l>*llj Pr-a^ “ 
raiton^r. wKo aa^aif*«i < tata rir«a^- 

•laiM-r*. ■«;.* K* {ra4i<4 a|>o« Pa far t^| 

Uaianiai fual | kata aaly la 4a vtlk Ik*. 
U-k. alMk •reliki-r:- 

Mr. Ulaa'J Aj I aaaall ia <Va ia**r .at 
Nona krp i\lj uJlaot I" J*4a Ka*alitil*’■* aiU 
<l'«rkta at tkaij 1 kla* ao 4o«kr. bot Mr. 

< «aoai| 4uaa itaMl Uta M tk* aajlaai , h«* ia a 
«bd r^puaalbU mMM mjtd M 

ktova Cto i>*arl> (jcfrvWlf:. 

I aalad Ml. CaLaail »a uil Wa« Im- 

ia Pad aial. j . ' 

•• Y«»4rr>l*f maKii^.- aatd Mr. CaaaaJU " ba- 
(a*'*a I aa«l 4)0. LWaa il mmm 4ar k. I waol 
'mc talo nf fnr^a. ( kaj mj <k< «i<k ai*. 
Tbar* »4 a |ra«« akoat <| l*«t li( 4 ti aa aaa 

aiitr. aial a «rap^ vlarr a4 a «att oa tba olbar 
I a I hirijrt ahininc *a tka ftaMk kaa k. 

ahfh \<r ih< ipo^aant alA/tU«J Bi«k l< 8ii^i'r«^i 
paik. aad fwt a# a«aiaa( tka 
id aa troabl* in aalrbtaa It. 
rt it'in anf *a.*. It ate ao 
iCbt aa4 Inaiiaa^ I ak^l.l 
• nary bnra «iaJ. k^it tkr Uiiv 
>•11 fan aJi aboal tkat. 

iBii—ra. aa4 pal tl a^ 
out tn tk« far4i« aolk. I 4a< 
not tkiakjtk* dc [ aa« tka btr4 at alL VrW«« 
tha kanaa tka bird aa* djia^. 


not -« *111101 a* 
rani' iu to braal 
Of lOuroa i( aaa 
n n lamiaoailj tn 
.•ut. I baia oo 

lulllllliMt* • ban 
fiiaatl lichl 'wklt- 
Tlia l*.llilHO..|l| ( 


r*l tk« 
inn- I bi 
a..-I I <|tt not k 
o* I. and II naa I 

aaf It Waf an Ot 

'drrini-tt |«lH 
I oarrk*di If 
a aiofd a i^d a f-al 
ikjtba dc 
I rmiia Jwark inlu 

It waa •lijl loniliiowa. bat pafkapa tka gUa fan 

hra I ««a it lr»*. U kaa I, 
faal. iLa bird- va* ijaila daad, I 
aTitffbl ikaa. and I roald 
tka lard. tip Itgkt Lad gana! 
daubA at aQ tkaC tka ttfd aaa I 
*aa U Irat. It mm Ika Itf.! 
•rat allr«rH4 Bif altrali<aa,| 
ppnarad ta Ma fa )« pWapkar* • 
'<(-riit In it« iia'|wra. Tkara ara a aaabax cl 
llial Mr , iout aa^oof tka lr*aa at ika 
a'vltiiii airr/ ni«kt. bal,l ka*a ara«r a.-a« a 

I.IJIIItloUa oili* brdor* ** | 

I . —L_J---1-- . , 


FEeRlMRV a* 


lt|r£S(IEf lllTb TlIVKBIISTS.: 

fSESIIITSD.'j' . 


by tb 

a.-U 

.StnN 


I 

' '• n.i 

! tiirvl 1 
5'.ri 
laa.' Il 
'at aJI 
laor^^* 

Paraa 
aoo'il 
Mr H 
para. 
foOBti/ 
ik'T I 

Mr. 
Bi'n o 
tiRbi 
0-rrn r 
tyu 


u'TiitMMia «tw) oapturaH by 
Ion ••i\ ^\ oln'-*-*!«y moiaiar kaa tiara M*it 
I r*xitkruiaa io Ua«ira. IM «*-ta ft ftao.ltbr 
’.<*11 lac»dtra«kt«<, of X. 

.Sorairb. ^ba ara 

u( •• it. • I 

T. l:<>l<aru. in am ta^ir-vkao' 

" ra|ionar 
• f r ffuad apacimae O 


fair rooditirn. (bar 
^tariad, and thara a< 

pcMi III hat tW bod) aai 
tia* h:rd bad bor-n arllBf 
<« nnra fonod upon t 
b« found OO tb«.budi«« ol 
•barta la noc r« abAa lo aai 
ara ockar \^an ll 
>0 on ta ' . lla baa 
11 tr aabi"! to furtkar rk 
1 U>Im rta raid tka bird ia a l^aotifai 


tba I 


amt 

cat 
Aoi 
Ika had 
■ arltla i 

k AJlt, 

I Jaoaa 
tj*a. 

*• r 

aoa of 
I lamak 
I OB an I 
! rarjr d 
■ I aaa 

paaa < 

' atartb 
ma. Ij 
A f,v 
►•me 
•an III 
mr 
n I* k 
• k irni 
raiiia 
*1 the 
aur prii 
Kai Q 
knd 

frltint 

■ mat 

Dafurr 
la it 
** Inmii 
Wolf.- 
In th 
Lirda 
rannr 
ia “ Ha 

Wotfaa 
witb 
bn «|ar 
atar 

l^a 
will I. 
aoina 
a Ir.rb 


rrW 


and 

aar.i a 
oampat 


THE'LUMINOUS 


BIRD'- 


•4!j BJ_, 


ianjiiiaa.” Il aaa a frCE ala. Tk« k|odfl 


:U kind, 'l b* aod oack am of i 

aft IVa aluinAga ‘ wmm d probabti] bo¬ 
rn la a bad l.«M 

•Utiad aa to vbackar ika b aij of tka 
!l luiamoan. . 

luraioofiljr 
nguaga «a>«d 


rbackar ika btalj of tka btrdt 
Mr. Boborti no nb ka pa4 
abont li. la laad.^ adapt 
ky "Mark Tvaio *‘'^«irk I 
r t-i bka oo'akratad iotoomc Ifof. **TVira' 
C if diSaraooa brlwa*a tika patabk ol tkka 


a I foa 


iba pMota of an ordiaar 
kg ail tka iattara whirk I 
coanrmiBf tkia faari 
by Mr. Frnd Uoif., 
birh appramd in tka '* D^ilj 
» liftb. nan aoa of tka 
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The Luminous Owl .—Referring to the luminous Barn Owl, 
which gave rise to so much controversy, it may be mentioned 
that it is still alive, or at any rate was so in February, aud on the 
same property where it was before, but is no longer so bright as 
it was. Luminous Barn-Owls, I learn from Mr. L. Ternier. have 
recently (December, FJ09) made an appearance in Spain, where 
two were seen. _, 
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Barn-Owl (Tyto alba). 

Re~apf)carancc of the luminous Owl .—Early in January a 
luminous Barn-Owl (see Bril. B., i. p. 289 . ii, p. 35 , iii, p. 32 ) 
turned up at Rushall, near Harleston, but was not seen after 
February 3 rd. Mr. George Saumleis, who seems to have had 
the best view of it, describes the light as falling with some 
brilliancy on a straw stack when the Owl flew round it. 
,\nother witness, Mr. Dunnett. said anyone might have 
mistaken it for a distant lamp, while a third compared the 
bird of night to a pale star ! '• 

On February 15 th. 1921 . a luminous Barn-Owl was seen 
over the marshes at Haddiscoe, but its luminosity does not 
seem to have been great, it frecpiently lit on the marsh, and 
once or twice came quite close to Mr. Farman who was out 
duck flighting. It would api)ear, therefore, that these birds 
are not so rare as has been supposed. 

With regard to the cause of this singular luminosity in Owls, 
no better theory has been suggested than that originally 
advanced, which ascribed it to contact with the luminous 
touchwood supposed to be produced by certain Mycelium 
forming fungi. Phosphorescent bacteria are liable to e.xist 
in any seat of decay and putrefaction ; and a bird living in 
a hollow tree might be c.xpected to rub against fungus growth. 
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Finally, wc incnlion an altogether dilTerent kind of lumiiiou; 
flying object—the “luminous owls of Norfolk.” These apparitixii.s, 
seen in the county of Norfolk, England, were barn owls \vlui>c 
feathers carried the powder of the luminous fungus AruiilUuiii 
mellea. This widely distributed fungus infests dead trees and old 
stumps, where owls may roost during the day. Birds or tats so 
infested shine brightly in the dark. These owls were seen in liic 
Norton: district in 1366, 1897, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1921, and 1922. . 

One of the owls, shot by a ga mekeeper in 1397, continued to shine 
for several ho urs aitcr its death!^ 
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